


DY Maga 2011 
I am pleased to present the Discovery Youth Maga of 
2011. The Maga is basically a bunch of articles writ-
ten by the members of Discovery Youth. They write 
about their hobbies, opinions, and current events that 

interest them. Discovery Youth is where a bunch of re-
ally awesome kids hang out at the Children’s Discov-
ery Museum of San Jose. During the week, they learn 
about stuff on the computer, such as InDesign, Photo-
shop, Adobe Premiere (for movie making), and how to 
use digital and video cameras. On Saturdays, everyone 
from the program has the oppurtunity to get together 
and volunteer in the community. We volunteer on the 

museum fl oor, Veggielution, RAFT, Sacred Heart, 
Guadalupe River and Parks, San Jose Children’s Fair, 

and Christmas in the Park. In my opinion, CDM is 
overall just a really, really awesome place; one of the 
awesomest. This magazine just happens to prove that.

By: Saira the Awesome, 7th grade

Cover by Ryan, 10th grade
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Discovery Youth on Saturdays 
By: Saira 7th Grade 

 On Saturdays at Discovery Youth, we volunteer in 
the San Jose community. A lot of the times, we work on 
the Children’s Discovery Museum fl oor. We do arts and 
crafts with the kids and make things like play-dough and 
Gak. We also make mini movies and Maga pages, or think 
of new activities to do on the museum fl oor. Sometimes in 
the spring we work in the CDM garden, or do river clean-
ups in the Guadalupe River. On really fun days we go to 
other places in the community in the CDM van. We’ve  
gone to Veggielution, RAFT, Christmas in the Park, Sa-
cred Heart, and other places. But before we do any of 
those things, every Saturday morning we play a game. It 
gets everyone “revved-up” and excited for the day while 
playing awesome variations of tag and capture the fl ag. 
No matter what we do on Saturdays, it’s always a good 
experience to make new friends and make new memories. 
But it’s the best experience if you do it at the Children’s 
Discovery Museum.

   Having fun in the 
                    garden. 
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Members volunteering 
on the CDM fl oor.

Friendship!

Making movies and 
Maga pages in the 
Media Studio.

Working on new ideas 
and Nick being Nick. 



Discovery Youth 
on Saturdays.

 At Discovery Youth we do many different things. On 
Saturdays, we go down to the museum and serve the commu-
nity by doing fl oor activities, inviting kids to do artwork and 
have fun at our tables. We have activities like parachutes, fi n-
ger painting, and more. Most of the time, the fl oor activities 
go throughout the day of Discovery Youth. My favorite fl oor 
activity is GAK. It’s like this gooey squishy jelly- like stuff. 
It’s fun to play with, but it is not always made or used on the 
fl oor. On winter holidays, Halloween, and more, we do special 
activities. Like for our winter holiday, we made ginger bread 
houses and tried to smash them down with catapults. We also 
took a HUGE walk. I thought it was the best Discovery Youth 
day ever.

 By Stephen, grade 6.

A Quick Summary of Everything 
that Actually Happens Here

By Anonymous
Grade 7

      Discovery Youth is a great program, and provides many kids with 
an opportunity to serve the community they wouldn’t have otherwise. 

Participants in Discovery Youth engage with visitors during “fl oor activ-
ites,” where participants in Discovery Youth set up a table and children 
visiting the museum can do some kind of art project at the tables. This 

takes up more than half of the entire time spent here, and happens pretty 
much every day. These activites range from making cornucopias for 

Thanksgiving to making parachutes and watching them be decimated.

one of our photography pictures. this is a lamb by some pot 
of fl owers.

Us by the bridge over the stream, taking pictures of our sur-
roundings. We sometimes go out and walk around like this.



Previous Page (from top to bottom):  Saturday DY walking in downtown; Tuesday 
DY taking photos along the Guadulupe River; DY posing in San Jose’s Arts Dis-
trict; Megan teaching photoshop to Thursday DY; crazy kids in Discovery Meadow; 
Tuesday DY working on a photo project.  This page:  The Tuesday group; learning 
photography; helping each other out in the CDMedia.Studio; jailed in the post offi ce; 
the amazing Discovery Youth Leadership Group. www.getchy.com



Discovery Youth: Garden Project

 Though Discovery Youth always lends a helping hand, 
one of our most recent projects  defi nently got everybody 
exctited: the garden project, where kids in DY are working 
together to turn the overgrown, weedy garden into a fun, clean 
area for the museum visitors to have a good time. 
 A large tree was trimmed so all its shaggy tree branches 
fell to the ground revealing a new, perfectly even tree. Right 
below that tree is a bin full of compost that kids right now are 
chopping into pieces to make it decompose faster. Sounds like 
a smelly job? Well, the DY group is determined to do the best 
they can even if it involves some hard tasks. 
 “It’s pretty much like giving haircuts to plants,” says 
Andrea. “And it also smelled like chocolate.” 
 Another job that took place in the garden was sand-
ing down the rough edges of the wooden plant-holders. They 
stapled sand-paper to wooden sticks and rubbed them against 
the scratchy wood. Now, those plant-holders are very soft.
 “Even though we had limited resources, we still had 
fun outside.” Ryan explained the sanding expirience. “It also 
was really scratchy.” 

 Next, some people volunteered to do rose-trimming. 
There are roses all along the perimeter of the garden that were 
dead during the winter, so we needed to cut off the dead parts 
of it so it would grow back in the spring. A lot of the garden 
group pulled on gloves, got their plant-clippers, and started 
trimming. 

 “It felt good to help trim those roses since they needed 
it.” Joshua said. “And it was really fun to be out in the gar-
den.”

  Lastly, there is a new theme for the garden, the fi ve senses. 
There is a sweet-aroma for the smell sense planter, a planter fi lled 
with bright colors for sight, fruits and vegetables for taste, plants 
with soft or rough leaves for feeling, and we are still deciding 
what we will be doing for hearing. 
 Obviously, the garden was fun. And now it has trans-
formed into a new, happy area for museum visitors. 
  
  Written By:
  Amanda M., Grade 5

 The new and improved tree-arch bench

                                            
                                                           Compost Bin     
The sense of Smell Garden Planter



Discovery Youth: Floor Activites  

by Andrea

 If you like to help others, make crafts, 
and make friends, Discovery Youth, also known 
as DY, is the place for you. DY is a place in the 
Dicovery Museum that helps others and has fun. 
Most of the time in Dy, we do something called 
fl oor activites. It is when we go down to the 
museum and  set up crafts and make crafts with 
kids on Saturdays.

 In DY, we do many different types of 
fl oor activites, like fi nger painting, clay, play 
dough, and many more. Sometimes, we do spe-
cial fl oor activites when it is a hoiday or a sea-
son.

 Threre are also new activites being 
planned out right now. It is being planned out 
by the leadership in DY. One day, I bet that you 
will one day make a great fl oor activity, it will 
be very fun. 

 There are also many other different types 
of activities that aren’t  fl oor activites like work-
ing at the gardens. There are many things to do 
in DY that many don’t know, but I hope to see 
you there. 



MOST LIKELY TOS

Most likely to win at Jeopardy with a dog food 
comercial question  
Abby and Melissa

Most likely to be on a pro 
sports team 
Anthony and R.J

Most likely to go to Broadway 
Varun and Lauren (not pictured)

Most likely to wear a Hawaiian shirt 
all day every day
Rebeca and Drew

Most likely to be a cowboy 
Casey Jane and Anoop

Most likely to go unicorn hunting
Alex and Molly

By Jordan and Lauren



Most likely to be in a 
shampoo comercial
Megan and Venessa

Most likely to become a signifi cant 
political fi gure
Flannel and
Sabrina

Most likely to get a 
mo-hawk
Saira and Jordan 
(not pictured)

Most likely to 
play at Gilman
Ryan and Tara

Most likely to 
keep a skillet 
collection
Cameron
and
Josh

Most likely to join a folk band and 
tour the world 5 years consecutively
Pascal and Christa (not pictured)



Plants vs zombies!!!!!!!!!!!
by arran , grade 5

 Hello! 
I am going to tell you about PvZ!

It’s a game where you get plants(starting with a peashooter)
and you try to kill zombies. Then there are waves, which 
hoards of zombies come. Once you beat a level, you get 
a new plant(in this case,you get sunfl ower). the level sets 
are: lawn,night,pool,fog,and roof.on the last level,you have 
to beat Dr.Zomboss. and there are minigames,puzzles,and 
survival modes.Happy reading!

Megan 

 This is Megan (she prefers morgan). She 
is kind of weird. She comes from Aptos. That is 
pronounced Ape-toes. 

 Once again, she prefers Morgan. She loves 
this band called Wilco. Megan loves Wilco. She also 
makes really creepy faces. Really creepy faces. Once 
again, she prefers Morgan.

Morgan

by Anoop



 Keeping the community clean is hard, but this 
sign helps make it easier. This sign makes it easier 
because it is saying that people are planting plants 
for the future and not to harm them. This will help the 
community look clean and beautiful in the future. 
The plants will thrive and can grow into trees which 
can provide us with clean air to breathe. Many 
people have started to help and think ahead. Since 
some people have started to help, more people will 
start to help and keeping the community clean will 
become an easier job. In conclusion, keeping the 
community clean is an essential job and very very 
important.

Keeping the Community Clean                                
   by Carolyn, 6th grade

 This is a good example of having to keep the 
community clean. There is a red bag in the back 
of the tree. If we keep throwing trash into rivers and 
other bodies of waters, we will live in a nasty and 
fi lthy world. Nobody wants that! Keeping the com-
munity clean will prevent many disasters. For exam-
ple, old people can slip on them, animals eat the 
trash, and there is no clean water for everyone to 
drink. All of the these disasters could possibly result 
in dying. So, keeping the community clean is very 
important.
 This is only one picture that shows a small 
amount of trash, but there are many more pictures 
that show a bunch of  trash. That is not good, but 
all the pictures remind us to keep the community 
clean.



 Dirty Neighborhoods      
  Scare people!?!
     

     By Khang

 
 Dirty neighbohoods can scare people be-
cause then people will think that people wouldn’t 
care to take care of their community and peo-
ple wouldn’t move there or wouldn’t visit often. 
Also with dirty neighborhoods, gangs often hang 
around there and can frighten the families around 
there. Dirty neighborhoods can also build a bad 
reputation for the city and also show the per-
sonality of the people who live there are either 
lazy or just don’t care. If the neighborhoods are 
cleaner there would be less gang problems and 
the community will be safer. Also it shows that 
people care about where they live and are proud 
to live there. The benefit of clean neighborhoods 
is that it makes the area more peaceful and safer 
with less gang problems. If people make an effort 
to change or keep the neighborhoods clean, kids 
could be safe walking on the street knowing there 
would be no trouble. Also cleaner neighborhoods 
will bring us one step closer to a better world. Tagging makes people think there could be gangs in the area 

which can make it scary to walk around the area.

With dirty river banks and people knowing shows that people 
people don’t care about their commnuity.



 Graffi ti on the walls and fl oors is bad for the environment! Graffi ti is
bad because when you spray the spray can the paint goes into the 
air and it can effect many people and things. It can destroy things by
the paint. If you look down, the tree, the bench, and the two walls are 
ruined because of the graffi . It’s a bad infl uence for kids.

             Graffi ti
by  Jason, 5th grade



homes and habitats affected by  
humans

    By Duylam Nguyen

As the world grows and the demand of houses and big 
corprate building with large factories are built, which 
take a large amount of land. In that land many shelters, 
den, nests, trees, bushes, etc. are destroyed by the large 
bussniess that clears many forests just for the greed of 
money with out think about the animals that lived there. 
Yet they continued to destroy the land with pollution 
and the land that the factories take up. Also in the road 
the streets about any urban area you go thats is outdoor 
is practically covered in trash. The large production of 
cars caused air polution that affected the trees plants and 
some animals that live in trees, bushs and other plants. As 
demands for oil rise the oil companies get more desper-
ate for oil so they search in more “fragile” areas; which 
caused an oil spill in 2010, Gulf of Mexico; the oil spills 
out and kills many fish and sea birds that live there, many 
fish float to the top slick oil covered water as animals 
rescue teams rush in to save as many Pealicans, Albatross 
and gulls before they sufficate in the oil.

  Shaky picture of littered habitats

     Plants affected by the polluted river

An animal traped in a can
<------



The park is rather leafy, and it can expand 

for a long time. The trees are tall, but 

compared to the buildings, they are 
really tall.They are are also good 

Parks are important because its big. Also you could play. 
And you can go outside.You can also get active. The big purple is the 
children s discovery 

museum. In there little 

kids go to discover stuff. 

PARKS      by Christian,   5th grade

Sometimes parks have bike trails, they can 
also have paths for hikers. they have many trees, 
bushes, and rocks. some trails may go on for many 
miles and miles!

The rivers and creeks are important too. They can be big or small. 
They also have a lot of trees, because they have water.
There is also dog parks for dogs but I dont think they 
like it.At dog parks all there is  grass and a long fence. I think they need stuff to play with like 
a tire swing. 



  Endangered Species
          by Lynn, 5th grade

 Save endangered species!!! They can be ex-
tinct if we overhunt them or threaten their enviro-
ment. Animals like the red panda, white tiger, mana-
tee, polar bear, giant panda, light-tail albatross, and 
the komodo dragon are endangered. They might be-
come extinct like the passenger pigeon. Food chains 
collapse because animals become extinct.
 We should prevent animal species to become 
extinct. Some people, avoiding overhunting,  open 
national parks that forbids hunting animals. The 
United States had once passed the Endangered Spe-
cies Act signed by President Richard Nixon on De-
cember 28, 1973 to help avoid having endangered 
species and helping animals reproduce. Animals can 
be extinct if we don’t stop overhunting and pollute 
the enviroment. Polar bears are endangered because 
the ice melts and we make a lot of pollution because 
of the cars and many other polluting things. They 
can’t fi nd food.  Bald eagles were once endangered 
because of eating polluted fi sh but they are , now,

no longer endangered.

 Some animals like rats, chickens, cows, and pigs can 
reproduce quickly and easily, but other animals reproduce 
slowly and uneasily, making it a lot easier for the species to 
be endangered or maybe extinct. If the slow reproducers are 
endangered, it would take a long time to wait for them to re-
produce. Some animals become extinct because they are put 
in zoos or are kept as a pet which change their life andbehav-
ior completely like turtles. The lifespan of a turtle when it is 
inside  a zoo is different than when it is in the wild. Manatees, 
or sea cows,  are usually hunted making them endangered 
and they usually reside in the sea. 



My topic is about littering. The reason I chose this topic is because it 
is sad seeing the world being trashed. It would be nice if more and 
more people would clean up the trash. When the trash is cleaned up 
the world would be happier and cleanner.  I think that people would 
like the world clean. Whenever people see garbage we should all 
volunteer to clean it.

No littering!!!   By, Andrea, grade 5.

 Sometimes when you look around you see things on the floor like 
bottles, cans,etc.When you litter you are hurting the sea animals, 
beacause when you litter all the garbage goes down the sewer and 
into the ocean. Also when you litter the garbage also harms you, 
beacause it is like living in a garbage can. There is a lot of garbage 
in the schools. I think that people should team up and make a club 
to support more and more people to also volunteer.The club should 
help by making the people and animals happier. It would really 
make a diffrence.



Zebra Finches!
    by Dulcinea, grade 6
 Have you ever been to Austraila? If you 
have, did you see the amazing Zebra Finch? 
The Zebra Finch is located in Australia. 
Where it lives is not exactly the same place 
everytime. It lives genrally in grasslands 
with plenty of things to drink and eat. When 
it is around water, a Zebra FInch will drink 
freely, as water is very important to it, more 
important than you may think. Remember 
that they live in a very dry place.
 The amazing Zebra Finch can live to 
fifteen years old, if it is free, but if caught 
by a human, about ten years. Zebra Finches 
are estrildid, which means they eat mostly 
seeds. Not only will they eat seeds, which their 
beaks are adapted to, they will eat egg food. 
Such as millet spray. It will take them two-
three days to finsh one millet spray. Since 
they eat a lot, and drink constantly. Their 
song begins for males while turing to an adult. 
Their noise, is considered as an “oi!”, “meep”, 
“beep” or an “a-ha!”. The males sing wonder-
ful, while the females lack a tiny ablity. A 
males song can change throughout its life.
Their sub-species are the Timor Zebra Finches.

<integiant.com

^biolgy-blog.com

<butterflies.co.za

<efinch.com

<These are the eggs of Zebra 
Finches. The site I got them 
from is giruff.blogspot.com

Here you can see some 
pictures.

 ^imagecahce.allposters.com



THE FACES OF DISCOVERY YOUTH
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A lovely photograph of the current dictator 
of North Korea, Kim Jong-Il.

 To help the citizens of North Korea, you can go to this site:
http://www.linkglobal.org/index.html

This organiztion helps the efforts of refugees and citizens who 
have escaped or are escaping from North Korea. Every donation 
makes a difference.

All information from: http://www.linkglobal.org/index.html
and: http://dissidentvoice.org/2011/01/what%E2%80%99s-
happening-on-the-korean-peninsula/

North Korea
By Sergei Borodin (grade nine) and 
Minerva Hargart (grade eight), but 

mostly Minerva Hargart

 The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, or more 
commonly known as North Korea, is a country locked in a com-
munist dark age. North Korea is ruled by, in this fellow’s
 educated opinion, a ruthless and power-hungry dictator who 
cares more about fueling his plans for domination and destruc-
tion than the well-being of the country; Kim Jong-Il. Curently, 
there is a famine in North Korea. Famine has been a problem 
prevalent there for the last fi fty years. This catostophic political 
event is being made even more terrible due to currency being 
funneled into the funding for distrubution of weapons in the 
North Korean army.   
 Also, all North Korean men at the age of seventeen must 
serve in the army for at least twenty-one months, by law. In my 
opinion, I feel that doesn’t make much sense considering that 
North Korea isn’t even in war right now. Kim Jong-Il has iso-
lated the entirety of North Korea from the world. Korean citizens 
don’t even have the right to practice their choice of religion.
Mobile phones are not available in the country, and seldom own 
an actual computer. Even so, the government watches everything 
you do online, and any information that defi es the North Korean 
government is censored. If you upset the government, you’re sent 
to a prison camp where extreme violence and rape are encour-
aged, and prisoners are forced to ridiculous labor.The only com-
munication is by word of mouth. North Korean citizens are not 
allowed to leave the country, prisoners in their own homeland. 
Because of this, thousands of citizens fl ee to China in attempt to 
escape, where they continue to live in extreme poverty under-
ground, with the fear of being found. Those who are caught at the 
sniper-lined border  are killed immediately. Often times, women 
are victim of sex traffi cking. Because of this, children are often 
left orphaned.
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Whether or not video games are an art form 
has been a subject of much debate recently. 
What defi nes ‘art’ is based on your own opin-
ion, but if they are stripped of their First 
Amendment protection, they we will lose alot 
of freedom; if they lose their freedom, they 
will be subject to censorship. This is an insult 
to developers who work on games and the 
writers who see them as a medium of express-
ing themselves. So in conclusion, people like 
Roger Ebert and others who oppose the me-
dium, shouldn’t care. When they put down 
something they know nothing about, they are 
insulting all the people who work around the 
clock to produce somthing that we recognize 
as an art.

Are Video Games Art?
By: Eric and Cameron - Grade 9

 Video games have been a popular medium 
since the early 1980’s, but through the ages of 
gaming, many of the media have sparked con-
troversy. Games such as Gears of War and Splat-
terhouse have included very graphic elements 
and games like Six Days in Felujia that caused 
an overwhelming amount and was recalled be-
fore it was released. People have claimed that 
video games are meerley toys and have no artis-
tic value. Roger Ebert wrote many reports and 
articles about how games cannot be art because 
the vast majority of games revolve around plat-
forming, mindless shooting, or collecting a ple-
thera of usless virtual objects. But why is this? 
Why is it such a big deal that we shoot virtual 
Nazis in a fi ctional world of Call of Duty World 
at War but nobody bats an eye when in Sav-
ing Private Ryan there are mulitple scenes of 
an American soldier crawling through the sand 
with their intestines hanging loosley out of their 
bullet-riddled stomach? It’s because everyone 
thinks that video games are an unartistic toy and 
that cinematography has been widley accepted 
as art and, provided, has been around longer 
than video games by a good sixty years or so.



          
          
          
          
          
          
          
WikiLeaks:the bad side
by:Josh and Venessa
    WikiLeaks is a bad idea. The website may be usful to others, but 
on the other side it could cause  major impacts on the world and the 
nation. 
    With WikiLeaks out for the world to see, it lets the world know 
the secrets of the government. With this being said, WikiLeaks 
could  cause a war. Other countries could potentialy steal the gov-
ernment’s ideas and use them as their own. 
  WikiLeaks violates the human rights.Wikileaks lets infromation 
out about whats going on and therefore its unacceptable to present 
this unruly website.
  Government secrets are not in the public’s best interest for 
the most part. The only things that should be kept secret are the 
things that could actually help our enemies.

 Do you use Google? Of course you use Google! Is 
most of your personal information recorded and sold to the 
highest bidder? Of course your personal information is har-
vested and sold to the highest bidder! Many sell this idea of 
being anonymously tracked over the internet as something that 
is bad, and should be stopped. Most people that think this 
way, however, don’t realize that this tracking is necessary to 
fund free content, with an exception of Wikipedia.
 The main argument people who advocate for anti-
tracking bring up is the fact data about you—you personally, 
is being traded and sold, and used solely so they can figure 
out what you want to buy. Unfortunately, this is reflected and 
overplayed throughout the media, and most people are pretty 
squeamish towards this thought. Within all of this fear mon-
gering, one very important fact is heavily overlooked: to ad 
companies, they only see you as an IP address and a web 
browser; no name, no location, just an arbitrary set of iden-
tifying information and information about your interests. This 
data isn’t even viewed by a human, it’s just given to some 
random computer program parses it.
 What’s more, this mostly-harmless tracking is what 
provides services like Youtube, Google, Facebook, Myspace, 
Tumblr, Stumbleupon, 4chan, and Yahoo with funding. Would 
you like to pay a monthly fee to use those services? Of 
course not!

Tracking is Good(?)
By Anonymous(!e3556jjELX), 
Grade 7



Drugs In Candy
By Abby and Melissa

 One huge issue in our world today is drugs disguised 
as candy. Drug producers want to appeal to younger people. 
They accomplish this by hiding the drugs in candy that kids 
love to eat. For example, there are dealers that hide mari-
juana in chocoloate and gumballs. Many clueless kids eat the 
candy anyway because they think that candy is safe. 
 “It’s more palatable it seems. When it looks like a 
Snickers bar, a kid’s more likely to eat it because they’re used 
to eating Snickers bars,” says Tony Bylsma with Narconon. 
Also, many dealers target kids beacause many can be quite 
trusting and gullible. Gina Attaguile, who used to be a drug 
addict, is speaking out and trying to solve the problem of  
drug dealers targeting kids to produce more business. She 
even opened up a recovery home for female addicts. Drugs in 
candy is something that should be stopped because they are 
obviously killing and ruining many kids’ lives.
 But drugs in candy isn’t the only thing that needs to be 
prevented. Drugs can also be found in other kinds of  foods. 
One example is meth (Methamphetamine) used in a powdery 
drink called strawberry quick.  To attract more customers,  
meth drug dealers are using a pink, strawberry-fl avored drink 
mix to conceal this bitter tasting drug. There are also drugs 
hidden in things like snack foods and soda. All in all, you 
should be aware of  drugs in both food and beverages.

Resources:
www.10news.com                 www.cbsnews.com



Technology
Without technology we would be like cave-men

Radios are used for music, weather, and upcoming events. 
When people would sit back, realax, and hear tunes. Ra-
dios are technolgy and are used now for other reasons.                                                                       
Zippers are used for when you are not so cold but u want style. hood-
ies had no zipper so when they put on the zipper you could be less hot 
in the sun. zipper are a form of technlogy and i know it.

by kenny, 6th grade

Some technology can help old people 
when they are walking down stairs or 
can help people make ideas.

Yo-yos were invented in the Philipines. 
They are simple pieces of wood or 
plastic with a string attatched that have 
become a popular toy in the United 
States and around the world. Even 
though they are basic, yo-yos are still a 
piece of technology.

Straws are something to help bevrages 
through a tube if u dont want to taste 
the ice even though it looks like a sim-
ple item it is still a piece of technology       

Cars
radios
zippers



  We are going through poverty. Schools need more money, they 
need better books. People need money because they don’t have 
much money because they currently don’t have jobs. There are 
many programs that provide food, homes, and alot of needs. One 
of the programs is Sacred Heart Community Service. 

In this picture above people are making food. These children/teens 
from CDM have volunteered to help. This food will be donated to 
people who can’t pay for food. Stores will donate the food to the 
community.

                                      By:Brandon, grade 5

        ): POVERTY :(

Photos from Summer of Service

Public vs. Private 
Educati on

 Private vs. public, an issue many parents 
have a hard ti me resolving. Contrary to popular 
belief, Private schools may not be much bett er than 
public schools. Benefi ts of private schools include 
smaller class sizes, bett er quality supplies, more 
challenging curriculum, and more up-to-date tech-
nology. Aside from these benefi ts, private schools 
also cost anywhere from $7,000 to $20,000 or 
more a year for tuiton. Students also must take 
entrance exams to get in to private schools. 
 Public schools provide more choice in 
curriculum, and they also have certi fi ed educati on-
al instructors as teachers, which may not always 
be the case in a private schools. Public schools are 
also free or cost very litt le money for tuiton. They 
do, however, have larger classes and can expose 
children to bad things like drugs. Deciding on public 
or private schools all depends on the preference of 
the parent in terms of money and educati on. 

By Pascal
8th grade



The little huts were made out of metal 

and wood. dads and moms kept looking 

for jobs. The mass production gave people 

a chance to get jobs. Girls got jobs in 

the factory. men went to the army. but 

working in the factory was dangerous.

Some buildings blew up. lots of them blew 

up every year. it was hard to keep their 

homes and  their jobs. not many people 

could afford to pay for there kids  to go 

to school.

The great depression by Kaden, grade 5

 The great depression of the 1930’s was 

started by the stock market Crash and  

everybody whent into a panic. dads and 

moms lost their jobs. families became poor. 

There were more homeless. kids read the 

newspaper so did the mom and dad. The 

mom  knits and cooks and the whole famly 

listens to the radio. Some families lived in 

little huts.



By:  
Sabrina Skellington (8th grade) and Saira The Awesome (7th grade)
Recources:
www.cdc.gov        teebuk.com 

www.cancersocietytt.org

www.treehugger.com

Smoking:
Its Effect On Your 
Body
Smoking is a horrible habit. One that can lead to your death. 
Over time, because of the nicotine and carbon dioxide in 
each cigarette, it increases your heart rate, blood pressure, 
and can put strain on your heart and blood vessels. It is also 
very addictive. Smoking can also lead to a number of can-
cers, such as acute myeloid leukemia, bladder cancer, can-
cer of the cervix, cancer of the esophagus, kidney cancer, 
cancer of the larynx (voice box), lung cancer, cancer of the 
oral cavity (mouth), cancer of the pharynx (throat), stomach 
cancer, and cancer of the uterus. Cigarettes contain:
Butane (lighter fl uid)
Cadmium (batteries)
Stearic acid (candle wax)
Hexamine (barbecue lighter fl uid)
Tolvene (industrial solvent)
Nicotine
Ammonia (toilet cleaner)
Paint
Methanol (rocket fuel)
Carbon monoxide
Arsenic (poison)
Methane (sewer gas) 
Acidic acid (vinegar). 
Don’t cause yourself an early death; think before you take 
that next puff.

www.hokiewellness.hr.vt.edu/



             NO SMOKING!!!!!!!
    By Justin, 6th grade
 Smoking is a ticking time bomb. It will KILL YOU if 
you smoke. Around 5.4 million deaths a year are caused by 
tobacco. Smoking is also a big hazard when you don’t dis-
pose of it correctly becuase the wild animals will eat them 
and choke on them. If you smoke you will get lung cancer 
and die. You would get lung cancer from the toxins in the 
cigarettes that you breath in. The toxins will gather in your 
lungs and clog up the alveoli and travel up your bronchi so 
you can’t breath. People smoke only to look good and to 
relax, then they get addicted. Cigarettes are one of the top 
littered items. Tobacco use will kill 1 billion people in the 
21st century if current smoking trends continue.



Tickling, is not necessarily pleasing. Even though people might 
laugh, it’s an involuntary response...just like the twitching. 

The degree of ti ckling increases if the person being ti ckled feels 
that they cant get away.

The word ti ckle comes from the Middle English ti kelen.

Tickling is allowed in Mixed Marti al Arts as long as its not pinch-
ing or poking.

Tickling can someti mes be bad for babies

Tickling might cause someone to have seizures therefore killing 
them. 

Info from:

answers.yahoo.com

htt p://www.wikipedia.org/

http://health.howstuffworks.com/mental-health/human-nature/
other-emotions/question511.htm

And additional info from Casey Jane, The Knowledge Machine

By Abby and a little by Rebeca 8th grade

Fun Facts About TicklingTickling! 
All of your questi ons answered!

• Where are people most ti cklish?
        Though some sources say that peoples feet are most ti cklish, in                  
        my experience, peoples sides and stomachs are most ti cklish.

 Why are some people ti cklish while others aren’t?• 
   People who are ti cklish have more sensiti ve nerves than those-

who aren’t.

Is ti ckling universal...like do people do it all over?• 
       Yes, ti ckling is universal. It is a part of many cutures.
 

Why can’t we ti ckle ourselves?• 
        We cant ti ckle ourselves because our brain anti cipates that our 

hand will be where it is going. It takes away the element of sur-
prise therefore taking away the ti cklish feeling.

 



Forgetfullness

 Have you ever... Shoot I forgot what I was 
talking about. Just kidding, that is just an exam-
ple of what I am writing about. The concept of 
forgetfullness is a very complicated thing. How 
do our brains choose what to forget and what 
to remember? Why do our brains have to forget 
things? These are questions that will never be 
answered. Many have developed opinions on it 
but none have been proved. 

 Another name for forgetfullness is reten-
tion loss. Forgetfulness happens in a syatematic 
manner, begining rapidly then leveling off. 
There are several other theories on forgetfull-
ness but still none are confi rmed. Many diseases 
also cause forgetfullness.

By Anoop.



Teen Pregnancy Among Us
By: RJ (a P.K.), Anthony P.

Both in 8th grade

References:
www.usatoday.com
wikipedia.org
Livestrong.com

 “Umm, Chad, I’m pregnant.” Stacie said. 
“Are, you sure? I mean, you’re not kidding are you?” Chad said 
studdering, “I didn’t really think this was gonna happen.”
“Neither of us did” Stacie replied, “I don’t know how we’re go-
ing to take care of it.”
“Were not.”
“What?” Stacie asked.
“We’re going in for abortion,” Chad said with a smile, “And 
then we don’t need to take care of it.”
 Even though these two teens are fi ctional, they are in a 
similar situation as many teenagers. To us in America, people 
think its normal. Well its not, from 1991 to 2005 teen pregnan-
cies have been increasing steadily. It started from 42 out of 1000 
teens and has increased to 60 out of 1000 teens. It is also proven 
that the USA has the most teen pregnancies in the whole indus-
trial world. The rate is 2 times higher than those in England and 
Wales, and it is 8 times higher than the ones in the Netherlands 
and Japan.
  It is the media that infl uences the minds of teens and 
children. These fi lms and show children and teens that this is 
correct in society. Also, peer pressure is another factor. If the 
“cool one” does it, then everyone else is inclined to do this. 
 Abstinence is the best prevention of pregnancy. If you 
use safe sex, then you are taking a risk. Even though you are 
“protecting” yourself, many others have done the same things 
and have gotten themselves or their partner pregnant. So the best 
way to go is abstinence. 

The Situation in the Middle East

by Varun

8th grade

   As you most likely know, lots of bad things are happening 
in the Middle East. We have two wars happening there, which 
have lead to many deaths of both US soldiers and innocent ci-
vilians. The reason that the US went into Iraq and Afghanistan 
were the September 11th attacks. George Bush, our President 
at the time, tried to link Saddam Hussein to Osama Bin Laden 
to Al Qaeda, responsible for the attacks. The link was never 
proved, but after the 9/11 attacks, many people began to be 
Anti-Muslim/Islam. Because of this, many people supported 
the invasion of Iraq and Afghanistan. In 2003, the US/UK in-
vasion of Iraq and Afghanistan was criticized because of the 
reasons for invasion (that Iraq had nuclear weapons ready for 
launch at a minutes notice, etc.) 

    “When asked on US television if she [Madeline Albright, 
US Secretary of State] thought that the death of half a million 
Iraqi children [from sanctions in Iraq, during the 1990s after 
the fi rst Gulf War] was a price worth paying, Albright replied: 
“This is a very hard choice, but we think the price is worth 
it.”



Traditionally the unicorn had a billy-goat beard, a lions tail, 
and choven hoofs. Julis Ceasar one described the unicorn as 
having a deers head, elephants feet, a three foot long horn, 
anda boars tail. Marco Polo described the unicorn as scarcely 
smaller than and elephant, with the hair of a boar and the feet 
of an elephant. They had a head like a wild boar, and a large 
black horn. He said that they would roll around in mud and 
slime, and they were very unpleasent creatures. Although uni-
cors were thought of as ugly and terrible animals, now they are 
commonly thought of as beautiful, and peaceful creatures. 

Information from: Http://www.allaboutunicorns.com  

By Abby & Molly 8th grade

   Unicorns

 Unicorns are thought to be horses with spiral horns 
growing out of their forehead. Some people also believe that 
unicorns have magical powers. The horn is called an alicorn. 
In medieval times unicorns were often hunted becuase the 
horn of a unicorn was used for neutrilizing poisins and pro-
tecting against diseases. The horn was useful and benefi cial 
against epilepsy, pestilential fever, rabies, proliferation and 
infection of other animals and vermin. People would sell 
narwhal horns and say that they were unicorn horns. At one 
point in time, unicorns were thought of as nasty and awful 
creatures. Becuase of this, when Noah gathered two of each 
animal, he did not collect unicorns. This is why they do not 
exsist today.



PHOTOSHOP!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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lights                      copyright 11/30/2010                               Arran

                             I like this picture because it is funky because instead 
of looking like a car light, which it is, it is stretched out to make lines. 
I also like to do the effects on the picture, because there is a cool misty 
look to it. The effect I used that I like is the alteration of the ISO set-
tings in combination with the way I shook the camera. Finally, I like 
the colors, because there is a wide range of them.

1.45612846986853646287689637548435629847682645764585
 

palm tree leaves                       copyright 11/30/2010         Arran

                     I like this picture because I like plants and I like 
being outside with nature. I like the colors. The colors are: 
orange,tan,green,and blue. I like how I took the picture looking up and 
zooming in close to get the spiky effect.

1.23152734658236475628112346572930405866329345679205683



by Jordan

by Lauren

Streak of  light

The pretty sunset
says goodnight to the bright sun
It now fell asleep

The river of light
it shines throughout the darkness
day is now the night

Goodnight, My “Sun” One

The fl agby Venessa 

I picked this picture because I like how the fl ag looks against the trees. 
I also like the angle. I think the colors have a good contrast. The way 
the fl ag positioned gave me another reason to pick the picture. I like 
the lighting because of how the clouds are blocking the sun.

The cityby Melissa

I took this picture because I like the contrast between the sky and the 
buildings. I like how the buildings stand out. Also, I thought that the 
angle was interesting. I like how the buildings light up against the dark 
sky. I also thought that the lighting was cool.



                 falling tree & building
 I like this picture because it show a falling affect. The 
tree is falling on to the building and the building is falling 
down. Giving some sort of a falling affect.

 

                lines and bright colors
 I like this picture because it has many patterns and is 
colorful and bright. I spun in a circle and had all the lights 
collide and giving the partTerns and bright colors. Khang


