


You’re Welcome.
 by: The Purple Team

 Well, friends, the summer’s over. 
You’re probably perusing this at home 
after SOS graduation, or in the car on 
the way home, or maybe in the CDM 
theatre, while you’re supposed to be 
paying attention to graduation. Who 
knows? 
 The point is, you hold in your hands 
a masterpiece. Maybe there are a few 
typos. Maybe stuff isn’t 100% centered. 
It doesn’t matter. This piece of 
literature here is the culmination of 
two weeks of hard work, research, and 
creativity. And it rocks. 
 Nine dedicated campers make up the 
Purple Team, and they are the reason we 
have a video to watch every summer, and 
a Zine to distract you from whatever it 
is you’re supposed to be doing or 
whoever is trying to talk to you right 
now. You’re welcome.
 We pack the Zine full of informative 
and entertaining articles so that you, 
dear reader, get as much as possible out 
of this reading experience. Maybe we’re 
not out in the fields doing backbreaking 

Tigers
     
By Julie
There are many types of endangered animals 
out there, and tigers are one of them. Tigers are 
found in South and East Asia. They eat deer, 
pigs, buffalo, and antelope. 

Tigers are endangered because people overhunt them for their skins 
like poachers, and loggers cut down trees and take the tigers’ homes. 
Tigers are hunted to eliminate threats from livestock, to keep as tro-
phies, and for traditional medical products. 

Tigers live in Southeast Asia. They also live in India, Laos, Thailand, 
Cambodia, Malaysia, and even in Russia.

Latin Name 
Panthera Tigris 
Conservation Status 
Endangered
Location South & East Asia 

Facts about tigers:
  Tigers have stripes on their skin and fur
  You can hear a tiger roar from over a mile away
  The Siberian tiger is the largest cat
  Since white tigers have pigmented stripes and blue eyes, they        
are not albinos.
  Tigers are the world’s favorite animal!
  Tigers are the third zodiac animal
  Tigers are about 2 million years old
  A tiger can leap up to 33 feet at a time
  Wild tigers are at the top of the food chain
  The wild tiger can become extinct in five years or less

Bengal tiger: Less than 2,000
Indochinese tiger: 750-1,300
Siberian tiger: Around 450
Sumatran tiger: 400-500

Color Orange with Black Markings 
Length 1.4 - 2.8 m (4.5 - 9.25 ft)
Tail  60 - 110 cms (24 - 43 inches)
Weight 100 - 300 Kgs (220 - 660 lbs)
Life Expectancy  8 - 10 Yrs (wild)
Up to 26 Yrs (in captivity) 
ONE MORE THING……TIGERS ARE 
AWESOME!!!

Malayan tiger: 600-800
South Chinese tiger: Extinct in the wild
Caspian tiger: Extinct
Javan tiger: Extinct



labor or out serving food to the 
homeless, but we put in work to benefit 
our community. That’s important!
  When we’re not out on the museum 
floor doing activities with museum 
visitors, we are striving to make these 
articles and the movie are the best that 
they can be. 
 The Purple Team is all about 
community service. We hope you enjoy 
this Zine. 

Fun Facts
  There are more than 350 breeds of horses
  A horse can drink 10 gallons a day
  A horse can walk, trot, canter, and gallop
  A horse’s height is measured in hands 1 hand=4 inches
  A pony is not a baby horse
  Any marking on a horse’s forehead is called a star even if it’s 
not shaped like one
  A horse only sleeps about 2 to 3 hours a day
  No 2 horses are identical
  A horse’s teeth can be used to estimate its age
  Camargue horses are white as adults, but their foals are black



                                      The Red  Team
                             By Ryan

                    The Red Team is the team that does lots of community 
service in multiple locations, such as helping sort things at RAFT 
(Resource Area For Teachers).  Also, they go to Sacred heart   and 
help sort clothes and food for the people who need the food and 
clothes (the homeless, and people with any kind of disability). The 
Red Team is always enthusiastic and is very happy to help anyone 
who needs help.  The Red Team also volunteers at a senior center in 
the Downtown San Jose. 

Horses
By Julie
Horses come in many different colors and sizes. Some horses have 
spots, some are black, some are brown, and some are bay.  

Horses eat grass, peas, beans, peanuts, lentils, alfalfa, carob, oats, 
corn, apples, and carrots. Horses came from central Asia. Horses are 
used for riding, lifting loads, plowing, hauling logs, and trail rides. 



 On the left, The Red Team meets outside the Childrens 
Discovery Museum in Downtown San Jose. They of-
ten meet there to discuss their day in the morning and 
they get picked up there too. To the upper right, The Red 
Team gets their cake-on-a-stick and put it all together. 
Mmmm................. OMNOMNOM. Tastey.

Nuclear Weapons
 By: Josh
United States scientists invented nuclear weapons 
in the 1930s, because they heard that Germany 
was experimenting with nuclear weapons. The 
first nuclear weapon was used on Japan by the 
U.S.  The target was 
a city called Hiroshi-
ma, there was also 
a second bombing in 
another city called 
Nagasaki. Those 
bombings ended 
World War ll. Those 
bombs were also the only ones dropped in com-
bat.  Currently the United States, Russia, United 
Kingdom, France, China, India, Israel, 
Pakistan, and North Korea have posses-
sion of nuclear weapons. Today this 
means that there is mutually assured 
destruction, which means we can blow each other 

up at any time. Have a nice day.



Green Team

 The Green Team was walking back 
from the Guadalupe River when we walked 
over to meet them. They had just finished 
picking trash out of the Guadalupe, and 
they had found two bags full of it. The 
Green Team is the team in S.O.S. that does 
the environmental service sites. 
 Throughout the two weeks, they go to 
RAFT, where they sort things to be sent 
to teachers; they get trash out of the river; 
they work in the garden, where they weed 
and paint the fences; they go to Our City 
F orest, where they mulch, weed , and water 
trees; work at Full Circle Farm, where they 
weed, plant, and harvest vegetables; and 
they go to Don Edwards Salt Marsh, where 
they weed nonnative plants. 
 The Green Team is led by Katie, and 
the assistant leader is Joey. The intern for 
this session is Emma. 

Andrea.
A word that invokes so many images pure and great
A flower blooming bright and pink
A ray of sunshine peeking through the bathroom window
A lock of hair slowly falling to the ground
A child’s eyes peering through a locked door             “let me out!”
A blade of grass whispering in the wind
A sidewalk cracked and brittled with the passing of time
A sliver of moon brightening up the dark night
A tree reaching its branches out to its brothers
A smiling intern
intern
intern
Andrea.

-Analuna

Who is to tell what is or is not?
A sticker of course, the query I got
I turn to Andrea in times of need
To find out what is or is not a sticker indeed
A strum of the “A” and a flick of the disc
It may be a sticker that I don’t want to miss
Is this a sticker? How about that?
I don’t want to confuse a sticker with a hat
What about this, or that over there?
“No!” she exclaims to Kevin, “A sticker isn’t your hair”
Is it on the steps? Perhaps in the shed?
She continues to tell me that a sticker isn’t my bed
When questions I have are too many to bare

Andrea calms me, saying “stickers aren’t everywhere”

-Kevin



Trash from the river

The Green Team cleaning up our Guaalupe

Assistant 
Leader Joey

By: John 

    I 
 CAN
REED!

A Sonnet for Our Moast Littetrite Intern.
By Casey Jane

O Andrea
Shall I compare thee to a summer’s day?
Thou art more lovely and much better- way.
Rough winds do shake the darling buds of May,
And summer’s lease hath only ten weeks a date;
Sometime too hot the eye of heaven shines,
And it giveth thou a farmer’s tan undimm’d;
And every fair from fair sometime declines,
By chance or nature’s changing course untrimm’d;
But thy eternal summer is also cool,
It shant lose posession of those glasses thou ow’st;
Nor shall Death brag thou wander’st in his shade,
When in eternal lines to time thou growst:
So long as we can weed around a tree,
So long lives this, and this gives life to thee.

Andrea smells like flowers
and other good things too.
 -Lindsay

poetry for Andrea



    The Striped Team
By Josh
The striped team is the lead-
ership team for incoming 10th 
graders and they work to build 
leadership skills. They plan 
rev-ups and reflections for the 
whole camp. Some rev-ups were 
capture the flag and ambush. 
The reflections were great and 
made me think. The striped team 
also does a little bit of ev-
erything, they go to service 
sites such as Mommy and Me, a 
river clean up, and floor ac-
tivities at CDM. The striped 
team also plan and perform 
plays each session for CDM and 
a library.

Poppy, who successfully hacked Syria’s ministry of defense, hacked 
only on political grounds, and claims no data was stolen or deleted, 
but the website might be down for a while as the Syrian govern-
ment updates their servers. Poppy’s message read: 
 “To the Syrian people: The world stands with you against 
the brutal regime of Bashar Al-Assad. Know that time and history 
are on your side – tyrants use violence because they have nothing 
else, and the more violent they are, the more fragile they become. 
We salute your determination to be non-violent in the face of the 
regime’s brutality, and admire your willingness to pursue justice, 
not mere revenge. All tyrants will fall, and thanks to your bravery 
Bashar Al-Assad is next.
“To the Syrian military: You are responsible for protecting the Syrian 
people, and anyone who orders you to kill women, children, and the 
elderly deserves to be tried for treason. No outside enemy could do 
as much damage to Syria as Bashar Al-Assad has done. Defend 
your country – rise up against the regime!”
– Anonymous
 Since the attack, most Syrian government sites have gone 
offline, presumably because they were hosted on the same server 
as their ministry of defense’s website. Since then, Poppy has been 
working closely with a few international hackers to break into oth-
er government targets, mostly those who censor and oppress their 
people. As of August 10th, the ministry of defense’s website appears 
to be back up, and not vulnerable to the attack poppy used (cook-
ie-based SQL injection, arbitrary right to .htaccess via misconfigured 
apache permissions, mod_python being enabled to bypass safemode 
and run shell commands).



The Orange Team
The Orange team is a group of kids who guide Estrella kids around the 
Children’s Discovery Museum. The orange team plays with the Es-
trella kids all day, (with the exception of lunch).  Orange team travels 
to the Estrella school and play with them, serve food, and put them 
down for their nap. Estrella kids are mostly 3 to 5 years old. All of the 
Orange team members treat these kids very respectfully. They are also 
very patient with them. The kids have a lot of fun at the museum. They 
visit exhibits, the Wonder Cabinet, and the water room. The Orange 
team makes all of this so much fun! All and all, the Orange team is a 
perfect team to earn community service, while having fun.

 One of the many things which sets protests in the Arab 
Spring apart from all protests before it is the role of the internet. 
The chain of protests began when Mohamed Bouazizi burned him-
self to death on December 12th in protest of the government taking 
his cart of vegetables and arresting him. Videos of his protest were 
recorded and published, and a riot started in Sidi Bouzid, which is 
south-west of the capital of Tunisia. Videos of the riot spread virally 
throughout Tunisia, as well as in other countries. A rebellion in Tu-
nisia ensued, and on January 14th, the Tunisian president fled the 
country and Tunisia finally had a regime change. This news, too, 
spread virally and inspired millions of Arabs in the Middle East to 
protest.
 Social networking sites also made it easier to coordinate 
protests and get information out of the country. Twitter became a 
legitimate journalism tool as well as a commonplace social networking  
site. Facebook was also used to coordinate the Egyptian revolution, 
and an Egyptian man even named his daughter Facebook because 
of its role in organizing the revolution and spreading word about it. 
Many people found out about the revolution from the internet; the 
Egyptian revolution took 18 days to finish. 
 By January 17th, protests had already broken out in Egypt, 
Yemen, Libya, and Algeria. After two weeks of a near-complete 
internet lockdown in Egypt with intense protests and mass beatings 
from police, the Hosni Mubarak’s regime in Egypt was overthrown. 
Since then, many protests have broken out in Syria, Kuwait, Bah-
rain, Algeria, Iraq, Jordan, Oman, Morocco, Saudi Arabia, Lebanon, 
Mauritania, Qatar, Djibouti, United Arab Emirates, and in Palestinian 
states. Outside of social media, the internet has had its effects. The 
politically-motivated collective Anonymous made its mark on Tunisia 
during the chaos that followed the overthrow of the government. An 
unnamed member in Tunisia told me that “it was just us against 
a crazy former dictator with a giant army and many guns. When 
anonymous hacked tunisias military, our cause spread far. Anons 
support massively increased our forces. [sic]”.
 More recently, Anonymous has hacked websites of the gov-
ernments in countries which are rebelling, most notably Syria’s min-
istry of defense.

Arab Spring, the Internet, and Anonymous



        Littering
       By Josh

Littering is a big problem in our world today. Littering is a 
problem because it kills animals who think its food. Plastic 
bottles are the number one item that is littered. Littering 
has become a habit now, most reasons have been laziness, 
not caring, ignorance, and lack of consequence for their ac-
tions.
We can help the littering problem by having more trash 
cans or recycle more. Most litter comes from loading docks, 
dumpsters by businesses, people in cars, pedestrians, and 
construction and demolition sites. If people cared more about 
littering maybe we would have a cleaner world. I have seen 
litter on every street, corner, highway, and walkway. This 
littering has to stop or we will live in a world of trash. The 
North Pacific Garbage Patch is an example of our world 
turning to trash. The patch is double the size of Texas and 
it’s all in the ocean. It is a danger to all marine life, be-
cause the animals can get stuck in fishing nets and die. The 
North Pacific Gyre has taken all the trash in the sea and 
put it all in one place. This is a disaster and we must clean 
it up.  

Pros of Mallard Fillmore
I don’t think there are many 
pros to this cartoon, but if you 
read it and like it, go ahead 
and read it.

Cons of Mallard Fillmore
This cartoon is a politi-
cal cartoon that really has 
no place in the funnies. 
I don‘t really think this 
comic is funny, but if you 
like sarcastic republican 
ducks, go right ahead.

Cons of xkcd
The older comics are not 
always appropriate and 
sometimes have profan-
ity. Also, if you don’t like 
science, math, or science 
fiction, the jokes probably 
won’t make any sense.

Pros of xkcd
This strip appeals to any-
one interested in science, 
math, science fiction, or 
programming.

By John

4 random comics



After The Wave: How Japan Is Faring
by Matt Pinkney

 Many people have heard of the 9.0 earthquake and following 
tsunami that hit the northeastern coast of Japan on March 11, 2011. 
Some may even know people who have been affected by this tragedy.  
But, some may not realize the lasting effects of this disaster.  This 
article tells the pieces of this catastrophe still felt today.
 Only a month after the calamity, 13,135 

fatalities had been reported.  By now, over 
15,000 have been declared dead, while 
almost 5,700 are injured and 5,000 are 
declared missing.  Over 300,000 Japanese 
citizens have been displaced, and almost 
40,000 temporary shelters have been built 
across three prefectures.  Total recovery 

costs have been estimated at 10 trillion yen, or 122 billion dollars.  
Direct material damage could be over 25 trillion yen, or 300 billion 
dollars.  Over 91 square miles of farmland have been devastated.  90% 
of 29,000 fishing boats are now unusable.
 Shortly after the disaster, damage 
was reported at Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear 
Power Plant.  A nuclear emergency was soon 
declared, and people were evacuated within 
hours.  Radiation is still high as of Tuesday, 
August 2.  Explosions have injured dozens of workers, and the evacua-
tion radius has steadily increased.
 But there is hope.  Large amounts of money have been donated.  
And even though Japan may have disappeared from the news, the 
Japanese people still need help.  
I’m sure any donation would be 
appreciated, and I hope this article 
has inspired you to help.  Thanks 
for reading.

Pros of Calvin and Hobbes
It is a funny strip about 
a kid and his pet/stuffed 
tiger. It has interesting 
themes that you wouldn’t 
expect to see in a family 
strip. There are sometimes 
conflicting realities (i.e. 
what Calvin sees and what 
everybody else sees) that 
make the strip funnier.

Pros of Non Sequitur 
The strip is about a group 
of loosely related people 
that is centered on one girl 
named Danae, so variation 
is almost guaranteed. The 
strip can be about com-
pletely different things 
day to day, which provide 
new stories, every day, and 
also supplies the name Non 
Sequitur.

Cons of Calvin and Hobbes
Being a strip about a 6 year 
old boy and his tiger, there 
are very juvenile jokes.

.

Cons of Non Sequitur
. There aren’t really any cons 
to this comic, seeing as how 
it’s not profanic, boring, or 
slow moving.
                                                                       
.

     Pros and Cons of                         



                                                          By Ryan
 Somalia is located on the east “Horn of Africa”. Its capital is the 
city of Mogadishu. Somalia is infamous today as a hub for crime 
and pirates. Most of their weaponry is from when Somalia was a 
Soviet arms dumping ground or from Yemen across the Red Sea, 
though it is rumored that Al-Qaeda has armed some pirates. It all 
started in the 1990’s when the country was plunged into civil war. 
A Somali warlord, Mohamed Farrah Aidid was seizing control of 
the country’s food income. The civilians starved.  Then the Ameri-
cans intervened, and sent in helicopters packed with troops in 
Operation Restore Hope. The Somalis were waiting for them with 
anti-aircraft guns and RPG’s, shoulder fired rockets. The result was 
the Battle of Mogadishu. This battle inspired the movie “Black 
Hawk Down”. (This would later become Saddam Hussein’s fa-
vorite movie). The operation was a disaster .There were too many 
Somalis with weaponry. A few men died, but they were a few men 
who shouldn’t have died. Foreign ships dump waste in Somali 
waters. Also, foreign fishing vessels fished in Somalia’s waters, so 
some Somalis decided to exploit their situation. They armed them-
selves with Soviet made firearms and RPGs and got into several 
small fishing boats and started the common, yet deadly problem of 
piracy. There are estimated to be over 1000 Somali pirates, cur-
rently holding over 600 hostages for ransom. Somali pirates are 
almost always motivated by greed. They will stop at nothing to 
get what they want.  A solution of piracy is simply not traveling 
the Red Sea or the East Indian Ocean without an armed escort, or 
at least travelling in convoys, large groups of unarmed ships. This 
should work, as pirates never come in large groups, and will be 
scared by large numbers of ships. Another solution is when you see 
pirates, travel in a zigzag pattern to avoid boarding parties.
 Upper right: Somalis on a DShk machine gun

 Lower right : a map of pirate attacks in 2009

Somalia,issues and problems



                                                
                                                     Halo
Halo started in a studio near Kirkland, Washington. The series has im-
proved and enhanced its graphics as well as refined game play over the 
last ten years. It all started with Halo C.E. Next was Halo 2, then Halo 
3, Halo Wars, and finally Halo Reach. Halo Reach the newest of the 
games, has the best graphic that the gaming community has ever seen 
out of a halo game. 
Halo C.E. started as nothing but was built from the ground up to be a 
first person shooter, or FPS. C.E. or Combat Evolved, started a revolu-
tion in the FPS world. Bungie certainly outdid themselves. With Halo 
there were no limits.
Halo 2 made the jump to better graphics and game play. Bungie built 
off the first Halo game engine. Huge improvements in movement and 
attacks sprung up along with Halo 2. Bungie introduced something 
that had never been attempted in a FPS before, dual wielding. Basi-
cally they took the regular shooting controls and put two guns in the 
players’ hands.
Unlike Halo 2, Bungie trashed all the graphics and movement controls, 
and created a new game play. Halo 3 achieved what Bungie had been 
hoping for. With midnight releases and numerous game of the year 
awards, Halo 3 broke selling expectations. The night that Halo 3 was 
sold, Bungie recorded the most online multiplayer activity than ever 
before with the Halo series.
Halo ODST was just a placeholder for when the next game in the 
series. Bungie went all out to add a new type of game play called, 
Firefight. Firefight put you in the battle facing wave after wave of 
Covenant forces.
Halo Wars was the best Halo strategy game. It was sadly, the worst 
selling Halo game, yet brought joy to strategy players. Bungie was 
disappointed, but the next game in the series would be the best seller in 
the world.
Halo Reach. Bungie improved game play and with the best graphics, it 
soared to the top of the gaming charts. Halo Reach was the best game 
of the series. The story of Reach took place before Halo C.E. Truth-
fully the Halo series was one that change the graphics, and game play 
in the FPS world.



Call of Duty MW3
By Josh
Call of Duty Modern Warfare 3 is the latest 
game in the call of duty series and by far 
looks the best one yet. The game will be new 
and fresh since a new developer (Sledge-
hammer Games) is making the game. Some 
stuff will be returning such as Spec-ops, 
quickscoping, killstreaks previously seen 
in Modern Warfare 2, and stackable kill-
streaks. The game is also introducing a new 
survival mode in which one or two players 
survive against an endless wave of enemies. 
Each wave gets harder as you go, and there 
is also “cash” in which you 
can buy weapons, upgrades, 
and ammo. To me this game 
looks amazing and like I will 
be playing for a long time. No 
information has been released 
for MW3 multiplayer at this 
time.  

Worthless meanings is another problem in music on the radio. Wouldn’t 
you want your favorite song  to have a good meaning and relates to 
you? If your twelve and your favorite song is about going to the club, 
then that doesn’t make much sense because you are TWELVE. Do 
twelve year olds go to the club? Nope.  If someone’s favorite artist 
sings about the club , they’ll think that going to the club is cool and 
drinking is cool, they’ll want to be cool and want to be just like their 
favorite artist. Rappers also like to be discriminating. People are going 
to think that’s okay to be discriminating to anyone.  They can be racist 
or sexist.  And who wants kids to grow up to be like that?
So, music on the radio have meanings  that aren’t good for people’s 
minds. Music that has these inappropriate meanings in their songs are 
horrible for kids to look up to. And are going to think it’s okay to be 
like that and are going to want to become those people when they grow 
up. This type of music is okay for people to listen to. When they put 
songs like that on the radio, that’s a whole other problem. So look out, 
the music is going to get you.



The Royal Wedding: Get Over It, People!
by Matt, John, and Lily

 On April 29, 2011, Catherine Middleton and Prince William 
Arthur Philip Louis Mountbatten-Windsor (now THAT’S a mouthful) 
married each other in Westminster Abbey.  Nearly half the world tuned 
in to watch it.  So why are people still talking about it?  AND WHY 
ARE PEOPLE STILL OBSESSING ABOUT IT???  Let’s find out.
 Ever since the royal wedding, the internet has been covered 
with news about the couple. There are Wiki-
pedia pages on the wedding, Kate’s wed-
ding dress, and the guest list.  Paparazzi are 
constantly snapping pictures of them on their 
honeymoon, which has been called the Royal 
Honeymoon.  Everything else they do together 
has been tagged in the same way.  The date of 
the marriage became a public holiday in the 

UK. Kate’s wedding 
dress is also to be put 
on display. Ameri-
cans are even crazier about the wedding 
than the Brits. The TV show South Park 
made a spoof of it, and singer/songwriter 
Katy Perry had a “royal wedding” manicure, 

with the prince’s face painted on her nails. The toy company Mattel 
made a Kate Middleton Barbie doll, and the perfume and nail polish 
Kate wore on the wedding day is being sold.
 People get married all 
the time.  Just because high 
society people get married, 
should we care anymore than 
when normal people get mar-
ried?  We say that while it was 
nice when it happened, it’s 
time to stop talking about it.  
Okay?

Music  these days … by Lily ♫
     When you turn on the radio, do you know exactly what they’re say-
ing in songs? Maybe you don’t because you are not paying attention.  
Because these  songs are catchy and they play the same songs over and 
over again, people learn lyrics without knowing it. Once they  start 
singing you won’t  believe what they are saying.  Cuss words , worth-
less meaning s, and discriminating language is what  most of these 
songs have.
      Most songs are about going to the club to dance and having a good 
time. But sometimes they like to mention drinking. Kids look up to 
artists that are on the radio, and when they’re singing about drinking , 
they might get influenced.  Songs also have bad words. Sometimes this 
is the way people are introduced to cuss words.  They hear it in mu-
sic and they start saying it. Kids will get in trouble if they are caught 
saying cuss word, but that doesn’t mean they are going to stop saying 
them. They’ll say it when adults aren’t around. They’ll say it all the 
time and as they grow up they can have dirty mouths and it can be 
hard to stop they’re habit of cussing.  Cussing isn’t really that big of a 
problem in songs. The bad thing is that they put these songs on the ra-
dio, when they know EVERYONE will listen to the music, especially 
KIDS.                                                  

     



Osama Bin Laden… By Fernanda L
why? How? How come a lot of people hate him so much? What did 
he do? Well, Osama was in the FBI’s  Most Wanted list. One of the 
biggest reason why is the 911:September 11, 2001. The day when the 
Twin Towers in New York City collapsed within two hours. They de-
stroyed nearby buildings and damaging others. According to the 9/11 
Commission, hundreds were killed instantly by the impacts, while the 
rest were trapped and died when the towers collapsed.

Because of Osama Bin Laden’s attack’s on America it changed the 
border forever, how? Well, Chris Maston the director of field op-
erations for U.S Customs and Border Protection in San Diego. He 
remembers when very few travelers were screened while crossing 
the border. Then Osama bin Laden and al-Qaida attacked New York 
City, and Pennsylvania. Now more than 110,000 people entering the 
country at the ports of entry at San Ysidro and Otay Mesa are given a 
second look.
 

 “We’ve come for you”- Ady Gil crewmember before engaging 
the Nisshin Maru. The Ady Gil was later sunk.
“   But you can’t stop whaling anyway”- reporter
“   That’s what they said about slavery, but it was stopped”- Paul 
Watson

Top: an inflatable leaves the Steve Irwin.

Bottom: the Nisshin Maru.



 
Random Facts Of Osama Bin Laden.

1. Bin Laden was killed 3,519 days after the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks 
on the U.S.

2. Nazi dictator Adolf Hitler killed himself on April 30, 1945, and 
his death was announced May 1. Osama bin Laden was killed May 
1, 2011.

3. Within two hours of the announcement that bin Laden was dead, 
more than 145,000 people had joined a Facebook group called 
“Osama bin Laden is dead 5/1/11”

4. The U.S. believes bin Laden’s son was also killed Sunday.

5. Bin Laden was killed by a bullet to the head.

6 Bin Laden was 54 years old

7. 899 people were following the fake Twitter account @binladen 
at 1 a.m. Monday, but that number was increasing after news of bin 
Laden’s death. Among the tweets from the fake account early Mon-
day: I’m not dead, just a little busy at the moment.

8. University of Georgia students gathered early Monday near the 
famous arch to celebrate bin Laden’s death as the chapel bell rang in 
the background.

9. Baseball fans attending Sunday night’s Mets-Phillies game 
erupted in chants of “USA!” when news of bin Laden’s death spread 
through Citizens Bank Ballpark.

                               By, Ryan
“   I am not an animal”- woman to Paul Watson
“   You can be a vegetable”-Paul Watson.
“The Japanese write research on the side of their ships in English, the 
reason they don’t write it in Japanese is because the Japanese know 
better”- Paul Watson
In the far reaches of our world, Antarctica a war is fought, won, 
and lost every year. The armies are the Sea Shepherd Conservation 
Society, led by Captain Paul Watson, and a group of Japanese fisher-
men catching and killing whales. Both claim to abide by international 
law. The whalers claim to be performing research on the Whales; the 
Sea Shepherds try every year to stop them. The cowardly territorial 
Government, Australia has declined to take any action against the 
whalers, however showing less timidity against the Sea Shepherds, 
having tried to stop their actions several times .The whalers have 
several ships, the Nisshin Maru, (nicknamed the ‘death star’ by Sea 
Shepherd, as it is a factory ship), the Yushin Maru (no. 1, 2, and 3 
harpoon ships) and several other ships. The Sea Shepherds have 3 
ships, including several smaller inflatable boats, the Steve Irwin, the 
Bob Barker, and the Brigitte Bardot. The Steve Irwin is currently held 
by the British authorities. The Sea Shepherds throw Butyric acid on 
to the whalers’ ships, harmless, but foul smelling. Reports were made 
that these caused injury, but they are false. The Whalers retaliate 
with nuts & bolts and golf balls. Several collisions have occurred; all 
were blamed on Sea Shepherd by Australia and the ICR (Institute for 
Cetacean Research), the group that owns the whaling vessels. An-
other environmental organization, Greenpeace, has also criticized Sea 
Shepherd, but has never gone to the Southern ocean since 2007, even 
though it has the money and resources necessary. Japan claims that 
whaling is its “tradition” although the prospect of whaling to Japan 
was only introduced after WWII. However, this year Japan revoked 
the whaling season because of Sea Shepherd “harassment”.

Whaling in the South-
ern Ocean



 Censorship restricts the freedom of people all 
over the world, even here in the US, despite the 
constitutional protection of our freedom of speech. 18 
U .S.C. § 2261A(2)(A) (US Code, Title 18, Sec-
tion 2261A Subsection 2A) states that: “whoever, 

with the intent to kill, injure, 
harass, or place under sur-
veillance with intent to kill, 
injure, harass, or intimidate, 
or cause substantial emo-
tional distress to a person in 
another State,... uses any 
interactive computer service, 

or facility of interstate commerce to engage in a 
course of conduct that causes substantial emotional 
distress to that person or places that person in rea-
sonable fear of the death of that person  [is guilty 
of crime]”, meanwhile, the 1st amendment of the US 
Constitution states that “Congress shall make no law 
… abridging the freedom of speech”. And, it appears 
this law hasn’t gone unknown. While 18 U .S.C. § 
2261A(2)(A) is designed for preventing interstate 
stalking, it’s currently being used to prosecute William 
Cassidy for causing “emotional distress” to a public 
figure for remarks he made on Twitter.
 Luckily, the Electronic Frontier Foundation 
(herein known as the EFF) has come to William’s 
defense, and things are looking better for his case.

Censorship
By Alex
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 The main arguments from the EFF’s amicus cur-
iae are mainly on the grounds that 18 U .S.C. § 
2261A(2)(A) is unconstitutional, or that it is to be 
interpreted so specifically that the reason Cassidy is 
being tried in court is invalid. A final argument the 
EFF provides is that the Rule of Lenity should ap-
ply. The Rule of Lenity states that “In construing an 
ambiguous criminal statute, the court should resolve 
the ambiguity in favor of the defendant”, or, give the 
defendant 
the benefit 
of the doubt. 
Since what 
“cause[s] 
substan-
tial emo-
tional dis-
tress” varies 
from person 
to person, 
and anyone 
who reads 
the law may 
have vary-
ing opinions 
on what qualifies as “substantial emotional distress”, 
the EFF believes that it is vague enough for the Rule 
of Lenity to apply. Hopefully the EFF can successfully 
defend Cassidy.
 People all around the world should defy all au-
thority, and combat censorship!
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A History of Video Games
by Matt Pinkney

 Video games.  Love them, hate them, don’t really care about 
them, practically everyone knows about them.  But, where did they 
come from?  What’s their history?  This article will help you find out.
Most people have heard of Pong, the simple 
table tennis simulator released in 1972 that is 
often regarded as one of the first video game.  
However, early video games were released in 
the 50’s and 60’s, the first video game, a missile 
simulator, patented in 1948.
 Gaming really took off in the 1970’s.  
The Magnavox Odyssey, the first home console, was released in May 
1972.  This was followed by the Magnavox Odyssey 2000 and Atari/
Sears Telegames Pong in 1975.
 After the gaming crash of ’77, one of the biggest innovations 
in gaming appeared; cartridges.  Before this, you would need a new 
console to play a different game.  Consoles like the Intellivision and 
Atari 5200 helped launch massive franchises like Donkey Kong, Mario 
Bros., and Pac-Man.
 Next came the golden age of arcade games, and the age of 
home computer games.  This helped cement more franchises and 
paved the way for the 1980’s.
 The 1980’s created a lot of classic games, franchises and 
genres, like role-playing games, platform games, survival horror and 
first-person shooters.  The 80’s also introduced classic consoles like 

the NES and Sega Master System.
 As arcades declined and the 1990’s 
rolled in, games jumped from 8-bit to 16-bit.  
The SNES and the Sega Genesis introduced 
classics like Super Mario World, Sonic the 
Hedgehog, Street Fighter, and Metroid.  The 
90’s also popularized handheld gaming with the 
Game Boy.

 The transition to 3D and CD’s brought more classic consoles 
like the Nintendo 64, Sega Saturn and Playstation.  This also intro

borders, Israel refused, saying that it would compromise national se-
curity, although I can’t see how, as It mostly just gives back a series of 
mountains to the north. Also, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu asked for the release of Jonathan Pollard, an Israeli spy that had 
been sending classified information to Israel. Some believe that the In-
formation Pollard gave out helped Soviet KGB agents track down CIA 
spies. Also, Israel has been destroying several of its neighbors (Syria 
and Iraq’s) nuclear reactors. If this continues, it might just lead Amer-
ica into World War 3. As of so far, Israel has not intervened in any 
war America was involved in since their creation (Korea, Vietnam, 
Grenada, Panama, Iraq, Somalia, and the Genocide against Muslims 
in Bosnia), with the exception of having provided some intelligence 
against terrorists, though never helping fight Al-Qaeda or the Haqqani 
network. Also, keep in mind our other supposed allies, Saddam Hus-
sein, Ho Chi Minh, and the Afghan Resistance.  
  Saddam Hussein was the leader of Iraq, Ho Chi Minh was the leader 
of North Vietnam and the Leader of the Viet Cong, The Afghan Re-
sistance became the Taliban. Israel is in defiance of both International 
law and Human Rights. Some may say that Hamas and Hezbollah are 
not stressed by such actions, as they consider suicide bombers “ex-
pendable”, and are both rebel groups, and are not a country, so they 
cannot be forced by the United Nations. Hamas is supposedly armed 
by several other Middle Eastern countries. Israel makes most of its 
own weapons, and is supplied by only the United States.  When it was 
first created, the first country to recognize Israel was the U.S., the sec-
ond was the U.S.S.R ( Union of Soviet Socialist Republics)(CCCP). 
Tell me, would a true ally attack a friend’s ship, direct all anger on 
its friend,refuse to give back stolen land, steal a friend’s secrets, and, 
demand even more from a suffering friend?
 ““Do you require assistance” – Israeli torpedo boat commander after 
attacking the USS Liberty.
“ get off”- response by the Captain



duced some failures like the Nintendo 64DD, and the Virtual Boy.  
Some classic games include Nights into Dreams…, Legend of Zelda: 
Ocarina of Time, and Pokemon Gold and Silver.
 The Sega Dreamcast, Nintendo GameCube, Xbox, and Playsta-
tion 2 were consoles introduced around the turn of the millennium, as 
were several Game Boys.  Metal Gear Solid 2 and 3, Shenmue, and 
Resident Evil 4 were some major titles.
 Even if you’ve never heard of some of these titles or consoles, 
you’ve probably heard of Wiis, PS3’s, 
Xbox 360’s, DS’s, and PSP’s.  Batman: 
Arkham Asylum, Wii Sports, LittleBig-
Planet, and Super Smash Bros. Brawl, 
helped cement their respective consoles 
as some of the highest selling of all time.
 I hope this helps explain the his-
tory of video games.  Thanks for reading 
this article.
 



NUCLEAR TESTING

Nuclear testing is a way to figure out range and 
damage done by a nuke. The military has been 
testing for a long time. Only once have nukes 
ever been used against our enemies. Nuclear 
testing is harmful to the community by harm-
ing animals, humans, and the sites they test 
on. Nuclear radiation can travel for miles on 

end. If the military tested a nuclear bomb, the 
radiation could travel to a suburban area. This 
could affect animals, humans, crops, milk, and 

other grown food items. Humans would be-
come sick, animals would probably die, and 

any food would make people sick. If scientists 
would seal of an area the size of Texas to test 
in it would be better for the environment. All 
and all nuclear testing is very dangerous to 

humans and the environment. However it does 
have advantages. We test nuclear bombs and 
missiles to make sure they would work if we 

were attacked. They would only be used as last 
resorts, and EMP’s. So nuclear testing can also 

be good.

and often killing more civilians than terrorists. Israel has always de-
nied killing civilians intentionally, however recently, unarmed Syrian 
protesters walked up to the border to protest the taking of Palestinian 
land. Israel retaliated by shooting at the protesters. In an operation in 
Norway, Israeli assassins killed a Palestinian restaurant waiter who 
they believed to be PLO, an early form of Hamas. The waiter was 
later found in-
nocent, but it was 
too late. Many of 
Israel’s operations 
are on foreign soil, 
an act of war, but 
the U.S. always 
covers for them. 
The U.S. may cov-
er them because of 
a large percentage 
of the Senate and 
Congress support 
Israel. In 1967, 
during the 6 Day 
war, the American 
ship USS Liberty 
was attacked by 
several Israeli 
aircraft and attack 
boats. The Israelis 
have always denied that it was intentional, saying they mistook the 
Liberty for the Egyptian ship El- Quiser; the American Government 
has said the same. The USS Liberty survivors were betrayed by their 
own country. Multiple attempts were made by the USS Liberty to ID 
themselves as an American ship, but any help from the 6th fleet was 
ignored. Also, mass graves of 1000 Egyptian Prisoners were discov-
ered at El-Arish. They were presumably executed by Israel. Some 
Americans believe the reason Jihadist organizations like Al-Qaeda 
and the Haqqani network try to kill Americans is that we support 
Israel. Recently, President Obama asked that Israel return to its 1967 



  
     
                                By Ryan
“ I don’t care if every man on 
that ship drowns, don’t embar-
rass our allies”- Lyndon Johnson.         
Left: an Israeli soldier
Right: damage to the USS Lib-
erty

   In the Middle East, south of 
Turkey, there are issues that need 
to be addressed by America. A 
conflict rages over the most holy 
soil to 3 religions. The territories 
Involved are the State of Israel, 
and The Palestinian Territories. 

Israel invaded the Gaza Strip in 2000 and occupied it for 5 years. 
During that time, the Israelis hunted down terrorists, but who 
they thought were terrorists were actually civilians, and they were 
murdered. Every year, America sends Billions to Israel while the 
Palestinians starve.  Some Americans argue that we should not be 
supplying Israel in such desperate times. The Palestinians have 
only one source of hope, the organizations Hamas and Hezbollah. 
Hamas terrorists wear face covers and combat gear, and always 
wear green head bands with Arab writing on it. The Gaza Strip 
is now under Hamas control. Hezbollah is dressed similarly. One 
feature that defines these groups is that they seem to be much bet-
ter equipped and funded than other terror groups. However both 
are still considered paramilitary guerillas. Guerillas are a force of 
rebels that try to overthrow a government using unconventional 
warfare. Both send suicide bombers and rockets into Israel. Israel 
then retaliates by sending armies into the West Bank and Gaza 

  Israel and the palestinian 
territories.




