


graphsPurple Team
The purple team is an exciting and fun team that consists of awe-
some kids! The purple team does many community service based 
projects such as making a zine, floor activities, and making the 
SOS movie. The zine is what you are reading right now so you 
should already know what that is. When the purple team does 
floor activities, they go down to the Children’s Discovery Mu-
seum floor and set up arts and crafts activities for the kids there 
to do. Some of the activities are parachutes, and chromatography. 
The SOS movie is a video that is an introduction and explanation 
of what SOS is. It has fun skits, interviews with members of all 5 
teams, and a cool theme.
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Megan sniffing a water bottle........

OH. MY. GOSH! Megan is drinking from the water bottle

 MEGAN!!!!!

Megan Megan Megan Megan Megan Me-
gan Megan Megan Megan Megan......

Megan 
looking like 
Megan



Blurry Megan.....

             Megan likes sniffing hair

Megan Megan Megan Megan Me-
gan Megan Megan Megan

What is she even doing????

HA HA Megan is getting pushed!

got up and ran into the jungle, tears brimming in his eyes 
he heard sickening crack he hoped it was the leaves. 
  Algares continued to run as fast he could, out of the 
corner of his eyes despite the tears he saw shadow run-
ning along with him. It’s the Sinae Algares thought, he 
stopped. “Come and get me Snake,” he shouted “you 
already took Kala you might as well have me to!” He 
eyes darted around the jungle searching for movement 
he knew the snake would kill him he didn’t care he wel-
comed death. There was an icy silence, Algares could feel 
the adrenaline pumping through his veins. Algares saw a 
blur of movement he tried to lunge at the unknown assail-
ant but slumped to his knees instead. He tried to get up but 
couldn’t find the strength. Algares looked at his hands and 
found them covered in shadows. He hunched over in pain 
his back burned like fire, his vision became filled with 
spots of black he felt so tired. Algares fell to the ground 
he heard a hiss and saw the Sinae standing over him its 
vibrate green scales glittering in the sunlight. The Sinae 
hissed and said in a low raspy voice “Sleep well son of 
Kai your journey has just begun.” And Algares knew no 
more. 



Orange Team!!!!
By: Eric and Jay

    The Orange team does a lot of really cool stuff for the 8 days at 
S.O.S.  They go to Estrella elementary and help out with the kin-
dergarten and preschool children.  They helped them with finger 
painting when we were there, then they had recess.  They played 
with blocks, tackled Nick, and went on slides.  It’s an awesome ex-
perience playing with the kids and seeing them grow up and learn.  
They also go to the Wonder Cabinet during the session and tell sto-
ries and do little plays. The kids have a lot of fun hanging out with 
the Orange Team and look forward to them coming every day.

moved toward the bushes. He didn’t think anything was 
there may be a bird his father had warned him about 
something this far out but Algares couldn’t remember. 
As Algares got closer to the bush it rustled more and 
more until finally as Algares lifted his dagger he heard 
a hiss. Algares froze remembering what his father, the 
only things out here were…. A blur of green burst out 
the bush slamming into Algares throwing him into the 
air crashing next to Kala. Algares moaned in pain when 
Kala screamed. He quickly got up and saw his attacker, he 
had the body of a human but instead of skin he had bright 
green scale that shone in the light and had purple beady 
eyes that looked him and             
  Kala hungrily. “Sinae!” screamed Kala and started to 
run towards the jungle, the man hissed flicking its snake 
tongue and lunged at her. Kala was knocked to the ground 
the Sinae looming over her bearing it’s fangs. Algares 
rushed over and jumped on the sinae’s back and stabbing 
his dagger in its left eye.
  The Sinae bellowed in anger and began to thrash around 
Algares was thrown to the ground the Sinae loomed over 
him. Algares tried to crawl away but the Sinae struck him 
with the back of its hand leaving him dazed. There was 
no way out Algares knew it. The Sinae began to descend 
on when he when a rock struck it on the side of its head, 
the Sinae turned to see Kala with a rock in hand quivering 
in fear. Algares tried to get up and search for his dagger, 
but he was still to dazed all he could do was watch. Kala 
couldn’t move she was shaking to much the Sinae slowly 
walked over to her, it grab her throat and lifted her up in 
the air. Algares turned away he couldn’t watch he slowly 



The Green Team
by Prahlad and Rahul

The Green Team is a team that focuses on environmental services. 
The Green Team works outside to help the environment by clean-
ing the river, going to RAFT and working with the outdoors. Some 
days the green team works together to clean the Guadalupe River, 
the river next to the Discovery Museum. At RAFT (Research As-
sociation for Teachers), the green team organizes the supplies for 
teachers to use. Also, the green team digs up trees and plants more 
in our city forest. They also clean CDM’s Garden. They also work 
at Ulistak, the last piece of undeveloped land in Santa Clara. They 
also have the big-
gest water fight in 
camp. The leader 
of the green team is 
Katie, the assistant 
leader is Joey, and 
the intern is Emma 
Jacobson.  They 
also help at the 
Don Edwards Salt 
Marsh. They also 
go to the S.O.S. 
in Palo Alto and 
go San Francis-
quito River, which is seasonal. By doing all these activities, the 
Green Team cleans up the environment for the benefit of the whole 
planet.

Wayward Shadows 
By Nick 

  Algares silently arose from his makeshift bed of leaves 
slowly rising to his feet sweeping away any leaves his foot 
would step, on to the side. He stepped over the sleeping 
bodies of his family careful not to wake any of them. He 
walked with extreme care when near his little sister Mara, 
who idolized him and squealed every time she saw him. As 
Algares finally stepped out of his family’s hut he took the 
bucket near the entrance and began his quarter mile jog to 
the nearest river. He was halfway out of the village when 
he heard “Algares wait up!” and stopped to look to see his 
friend Kala racing after him. She had jet black hair, clear 
blue eyes, supple curves, and was dressed in a long flowing 
green dress. She’s beautiful thought Algares. 
  Kala was 13 years of age a year younger than Algares 
they’d been best friends since they were children; he hadn’t 
realized how beautiful she was until last year. Kala looked 
at him and blushed “Is something wrong?” she asked. 
Algares swore, realizing he was staring at her. “Nothing,” 
he said his cheeks bright red “let’s go.” They jogged to 
the river in silence both glancing at each other when they 
thought the other wasn’t looking. Finally they reached the 
river dunking their buckets in filling them with cool clear 
water, then hungrily drinking from the river to quench their 
thirst. They both laid down on the ground in silence, Kala 
took his hand and Algares smiled. Algare and Kala sat up; 
they both leaned forward when they heard a rustle in the 
bushes. 
  Algares got up sliding his dagger out of its sheath and 



Can you circle the true                             
statements? by : lisa

Casey jane- believes she is an untrained superhero waiting  
for her powers.
Nick- his shoe size is a four but hides his small feet with 
thirteen and a half size shoes.
Lindsay- has three sisters, all named Megan.
Analuna -turns into a frog at sundown.
Emma stokes-hecka loves driving over the 17 from her 
house in Scotts Valley.
Emma Jacobsen- in a school play she played the part of a 
giant tuna fish.
Joey –he was a cheerleader in middle school.
Katie-is in love with a vampire and a werewolf and doesn’t 
know.
Maddy-her hair is naturally pumpkin orange.
Kevin –his spray paints every object he can, his motto is “if 
you don’t get caught it does not count”.
David-has a baseball cap for every hit movie after 2009.
Jeremy-doesn’t know how to spell “sumer”.
Shannon-hobby is to knit with elderly who live in senior 
homes.
Megan-has a ladybug tattoo on her belly.
Andrea- creator of the muppets when she was 25.



Stripe team
 
 The striped team is very cool! They are 
basically all the teams combined. They do 
community service by cleaning the environ-
ment, helping the homeless, and working 
with kids.  If you want all of this and more 
the striped team is perfect for you.  The 
striped team is very committed to what they 
do. They work hard every day to help others 
with their community service.  
 The striped team is specially designed 
for incoming tenth graders.  The main goal 
is to teach these teens leadership.  Leader-
ship is one of the most important aspects of 
the striped team. The striped team prepares 
youth to be future leaders by doing leadership 
activities such as helping the other children 
in the SOS camp and also leading and giving 
instructions to the other children in the SOS 
team.  The striped team is great for having 
fun and being a leader.

either Photoshopped or distorted in some way.  This is similar to the 
2002 Zine, except they were more focused on being healthy and stay-
ing “above the influence”.  In all of these past magazines, there were 
lots and lots of typos and we worked very hard here at Purple team 
to reduce that number down to only lots of tuypos.  In 2003 Matrix 
Reloaded had just come out and so had the original Scooby Doo 
Movie.  Photoshop was still a big deal and it was used constantly.  
The Playstation 2 was popular and had just started becoming 
very popular.  
 In 2004, Photoshop was used less constantly, but they 
experimented with different fonts and sizes.  Spiderman 2 came 
out and also the first Harry Potter.   George W. Bush was just 
re-elected and there were a couple hundred nicknames for him.  
Some of them were Dim Son, Gweeb, Lord Smirkelroy, Flubya, 
and Squatter.  The PS2, Gamecube, and X-box had just come out.  
In 2005 Madagascar came out and Photoshop was very popular 
again.  Yoda was an author for the Purple Team, and wrote 5 
articles.  In 2005 it was fashionable for girls to wear ripped jeans 
and slipped on vans, and for guys to wear girl pants and blazers.  
In 2006 YouTube was just getting popular, although for Anime 
videos and Asian soap Operas.  WoW had just started to become 
popular, and the Numa Numa Song was very popular.  In 2007, 
Umbrella was the most popular song in the U.S.  Shepard Fairey 
was becoming popular and had a couple of pictures in this Zine.  
2008 had the first full color Zine that I could find.  Many of our 
current leaders were interns this year, like Kevin, Jenn, Megan, 
and Emma.
 2009 and 2010 were, obviously, the most recent Zines, and 
there was not that much new stuff going on.  They had a lot of 
articles about being green, and saving the environment.  The PS3 
was a big deal, and so was large print and big pictures.  But this 
Zine, by far, will be the best Zine... IN HISTORY!!! With articles 
about women’s rights, the 2012 election, and the NBA lockout, it 
will be fantastic, so READ!!



By:Neda N

Then and now with Zines
By: Eric

 Over the past 14 years that 
S.O.S. has been around there have 
been many many different Zines with 
many many different designs.  This 
article is here to show you the evolu-
tion of Summer of Service.
The very first Zine I could find was 
from the summer of 1998.  There 
were 21 people, including staff and 
there was only a red team, green team 
and a purple team.  There were 3 
sessions and the other two covers had 
mentions of the Spice Girls on them.  
The pictures on this Zine were cut 
out and scanned on.   In 1999 the fads 
were tattoo necklaces, Capri pants, 
and Ken Griffey Jr.  The final article 
in this Zine was about S.O.S. in 2000.  
It said that Brett would be a Dearing 
Master French Chef, and Jenn would 
be an engineer.  The aliens proceeded 
to fire growth pods at the Earth, and 
the S.O.S. squadron defeated the 
threat and everyone lived! 
 In 2000 the first Zine had a to-
tal of 16 pages, and 2 of those pages 
were comics.  In session 4 of 2000 
they created a “rap” that was an at-
tempted rhyme.  It had 11 stanzas and 
was about the different staff and good 
memories.  In 2001 they were really 
focused on Photoshop and contorted 
images, and they had 12 separate 
pages dedicated to pictures that were 

First Zine I could find from 
1998

T O

The most Recent Zine from
2010



The Red Team
By Nick and Kelton 

You’re probably wondering what the red team is, well the 
red team is a big help to community in many ways. They 
volunteer at RAFT which is a resource area for teachers, 
where they can find kits for their students to use and learn 
from. Also they go to Sacred Heart Community Service to 
sort food, label clothes, collect hangars, and do anything 
they can to help. Now all those sorted food and clothes are 
given to those who can’t afford them. The red team may 
get down and dirty at places like Sacred Heart, but that 
doesn’t mean they can’t clean up and help cook some food 
at EHC. EHC is an emergency housing consortium where 
the red team makes meals to feed the homeless. Lastly they 
hang out with the seniors at Live Oak Senior Center and 
fill their lives with energy and joy while they play games 
or just talk about whatever. That’s all for the red team. 
You must see how important they are now don’t you? Well 
that’s all for now but this won’t be the last you hear of red 
team. 

would inundate some 22,400 
square miles of land along the 
Atlantic and Gulf coasts of the 
United States, primarily in Loui-
siana, Texas, Florida and North Carolina. It will also 
affect weather patterns and food production around the 
world.
     We can do something to stop Global Warming, yes, 

we can! First, we can use less oil, coal, gas and nuclear to make 
energy and power our vehicles. We can buy hybrids and electric 
cars instead. We can walk more, ride bikes, use Public Transporta-
tion and plan our travel better.  We can also make clean energy from 
the sun and wind. Lastly, we can build energy efficient buildings, 
recycle, buy local and in season, reuse everything you can.   

http://www.nrdc.org/globalWarming/qthinice.asp 



 
Global Warming

             Melting Ice Caps  
    by Kelton

     Global warming specialists are watching the Arctic very closely. 
The Arctic is a very sensitive 
region and is being affected a lot 
by the changing climate. Some 
scientists say that the melting 
ice caps are a sign of bad things 
about to happen to our planet. 
     There are many changes tak-
ing place in the Arctic today. The 
temperatures in the Arctic are 
getting twice as warm as other places on the Earth. The Ward Hunt 
Ice Shelf has been around for 3,000 years before it started cracking in 

2000 and within two years it split all the 
way through and is now breaking into 
pieces. The polar ice cap is shrinking at 
the rate of 9 percent each decade.  If we 
continue in this direction, summers in 
the Arctic could become ice-free by the 
end of the century.
     The dramatic ice melt will affect the 

Arctic. When the ice caps melted into the freshwater lake, it enclosed, 
the water drained into the ocean.  The animal’s migration patterns are 
changing, making it harder for native people to hunt them.  Villages 
will have to be moved because the water will be too high. The villagers 
will be very sad.
     The Arctic ice melt will have affects be-
yond the polar region. Melting ice caps will 
cause rising sea levels, threatening floods 
in low-lying areas around the planet up to 6 
feet. According to a 2001 U.S. Environmen-
tal Protection Agency study, this increase 



Election 2012
by Rahul

 On Nov. 6, 2012. This will be the 57th presidential election since the 
citizens of the United States were allowed to vote on the candidates. It 
was announced that Barack Obama, the current president of the United 
States will run for his second term as president. Two candidates for 
the democrats are Randall Terry, who is a pro-life activist from New 
York and of course, Obama. Michele Bachmann, a U.S. Representative 
from Minnesota, is running for the Republicans. Hernan Cain, Newt 
Gingrich, Jon Huntsman, Gary Johnson, and many more representa-
tives, senators, mayors, and governors are also running for the candi-
date for the republican parties. Kent Mesplay, an air quality inspector 
from California, is running for the Green Party. R. Lee Wrights, an 
author and an activist from North Carolina is running for the Libertar-
ian Party. Jack Fellure, a perennial candidate from West Virginia, and 
James Hedges, a prohibition activist and former Tax Assessor from 
Pennsylvania. Stewart Alexander , an activist from California, is the 
candidate for the Socialist Party. Robert Burck, a street performer from 
New York, and Joe Schriner, a former journalist from Ohio are running 
independently. Out of the 42 previous presidents, only 13 presidents 
(George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, James Mon-
roe, Andrew Jackson, Ulysses S. Grant, Grover Cleveland, Woodrow 
Wilson, Franklin D. Roosevelt, Dwight Eisenhower, Ronald Reagan, 
Bill Clinton, and George W. Bush) have been president for multiple 
terms. Out of 43 presidents, 16 were democrats, 18 were republicans, 
4 were from the Whig party, 4 were democratic-republicans, 1 was 
federalist, 1(George Washington) was from no party. On February 7, 
2012, the primary elections will take place. The primary elections are 
when each party chooses the candidate they want to run for them. Ba-
rack Obama and Sarah Palin are likely choices for the Democrats and 
Republicans, respectively.

  

                                                         vs                                               

b) Chill at home
c) Chill at home while spending the night with friends.

    7.  What sorts of clothes do you were?
a) Comfortable clothes
b) Tight black clothes
c) Flannel and plaid clothes with tom’s for shoes
d) Stylish and comfortable clothes

    8. What’s your favorite hobby?
a) Arts and crafts
b) Biking
c) Listening to music and playing music
d) Hanging out with my awesome sister

9. If you were taking a shower and a ghost popped up in 
front of you what would you do?
a) Grab a towel and cover up
b) Fall down and break the back of your head open
c) Take a shower with the ghost
d) Probably fall and hut myself
e) Scream

            Congratulations!!!
If you got mostly A’s you are Casey Jane
If you got mostly B’s you are Ryan
If you got mostly C’s you are Kevin
If you got mostly D’s you are Megan

By: Neda N.



The Pros and Cons of Gay Marriage
By Eric

 Gay Marriage.  This controversy has been a big 
deal in California for the past 7 to 10 years, especially 
in the Bay Area.  In 2010, the San Francisco census 
said that 3% of its populists were gay compared to 
2% in the entire American population.  California is 
the foremost supporter of Gay marriage, and yet some 
people in its population made a proposal for a law in 
2008.  Proposition 8 was a recent proposal for a law in 
the 2008 election that banned Gay Marriage in Califor-
nia.  It passed, but was incredibly controversial be-
cause it was the same proposal as Prop. 22, which was 
invalidated by the state Supreme court in 2000.  
 People who are against Gay Marriage say: It’s 
against religion, or it lowers the value of marriage, and 
it might lead to the right to marry multiple women.
 People who are for Gay Marriage say: denying 
them is a violation of religious freedom, it’s a form of 
minority discrimination to deny them, and the only 
thing that matters in marriage is love.
 Whether you are for or against same-sex mar-
riage, it definitely is a topic that needs to be talked 
about in our society.

Which staff member are you?
*Take the staff quiz to find out

   1. Do you enjoy playing sports?
a)They’re ok
b) Yes
c) Of course I love sports
d) Not really I’m not very competitive
    2. How talkative are you?
a) Extremely talkative sometimes I can’t get my mouth shut
b) Depends what you’re talking about
c) Moderately talkative
d) Not talkative
 3.  If someone came up to you and started punching you what     
would you do?
a) I would say “ow, stop punching me”
b) I’d probably defend myself
c) I would first punch back while beating up the person punching me 
and then I would throw the person down to the ground
d) Nothing, I would be scared

4.  It’s Friday night and you don’t have much to do how would 
you spend it?
a) Watch movies with friends
b) Barbecue vegetables
c) Hang out with friends 
d) Read Harry Potter

5.  When you’re chatting up a cute guy/girl you’re usually think-
ing?
a) I hope Kevin doesn’t find out
b) “I’m not single.........” right?
c)  This girl/guy sure is cute
d) I hope this person doesn’t think I’m weird

6.  Would you rather spend a night with friends or chill at home?
a) Spend the night with friends



George Washington’s Last Three Pieces 
of Advice; How Well Have We Fol-
lowed?

By Nick
 

 When George Washington gave his farewell ad-
dress to the people of the United States he gave 
us three last pieces of advice. The first one was to 

restrain political parties so they do not prohibit the government from 
taking action, and to remember that their independence are depen-
dent on the unity of the union and to never secede from it. Two stay 
out of foreign affair mainly in Europe and refrain from making any 
permanent treaties. Lastly stay out of debt as much as possible and 
pay off any debt from war or any other costly affair as soon as you 
can. Those were his last words of advice to the American people 
how well do you think we’ve followed them?
 In the 1800s America was anything but united with the constant 
political battle between the north and south about whether slaver 
should be abolished or not. The state of America’s fragile unity was 
shattered when President Lincoln gave his house divided speech in 
which he said the union could not afford to be divided anymore and 
they would either be a slave nation or a free nation. On February 4, 
1861 the southern states(South Carolina, Mississippi, Florida, Ala-
bama, Georgia, Louisiana, and Texas seceded from the union install-
ing Jefferson Davis as president of the confederacy. Two months 
and 8 days later on April 12, 1861 the confederacy opened fire upon 
Fort Sumter and continued to bombard until the Fort surrendered the 
next day. Two days after Fort Sumter’s surrender President Lincoln 
issued 75,000 troops from the states to recapture the fort. America’s 
civil war had just begun and would not end till almost four years 
later on April 9th, 1865 with 620,000 thousand soldiers dead and un

BLLY THE WORST HEALH SITUSTIONS.IN DARFUR 
OVER 5 MILLION PEOPLE HAVE BEEN AFFECTED BY 
THIS CONFLICT. The nature of the attacks on 
African villages in Darfur as reported by nu-
merous human rights groups-makes clear the 
Khartoum regime’s genocidal intent. Janjaweed 
assaults, typically conducted in concert with 
Khartoum’s regular military forces (including 
helicopter gunships and Antonov bombers), have 
been comprehensively destructive of both hu-
man life and livelihood: men and boys killed 
en masse, women and girls raped or abducted, 
and all means of agricultural production de-
stroyed. Thriving villages have had buildings 
burned, water sources poisoned, irrigation sys-
tems torn up, food and seed stocks destroyed, 
and fruit trees cut down. Cattle have been 
looted on a massive scale, and most of those 
not looted have died from lack of water and 
food, as people flee into the inhospitable wastes 
of this arid region. WHY CANT THE WORLD JUST 
GET ALONG? AND FIGURE OUT THAT THE WORLD 
HAS A LOT OF DIFFERENT RACES AND TO JUST PUT 
UP WITH IT. It is indeed sad. Corrupt govern-
ments and corrupt leaders. Nothing good ever 
seems to come out of Africa. No matter how 
many millions of dollars are sent to help, it’s 
never enough. The people who actually need the 
help don’t receive it. The genocide in Darfur has 
claimed 400,000 lives and displaced over 2,500,000 
people. More than one hundred people continue 
to die each day; five thousand die every month. 
Thousands of innocent civilians continue to 
die from murder, disease and starvation every 
month. Today, millions of displaced civilians liv-
ing in refugee camps are in dire need of interna-
tional support as the violence continues.



determined civilian deaths. George Washington warned us against 
the dangers of parties we didn’t listen resulting in the bloodiest 
war in American history. 
America was told to stay out of foreign affairs that did not con-
cern them and to look to our own borders first. I think some for-
eign affairs already come to mind but here’s some anyway if they 
haven’t thought of them yet. One big foreign affair is the Vietnam 
war where we aided South Vietnam against North Vietnam. Now 
Washington said to stay out of affairs mainly in Europe but some-
how participating in a war in Asia doesn’t seem much better. Also 
there was no good reason for us to interfere are only reason for 
the war was to promote democracy over communism, instead we 
started war which in Vietnam is known as the resistance against 
America. 
 Lastly Washington said to stay out of debt as much as possible 
but by 1863 America was already 1 billion dollars in debt. Over 
the years America’s debt has been progressively getting worse in 
1930 it was 30 billion dollars by 1950 it was almost tripled to 260 
billion dollars. From 1992 -2000 it went from 3 trillion to 3.4 tril-
lion. During President Bush’s years as president it started as 5.7 
trillion and by the end of his presidency it was 10.7 trillion, after 
Obama took office it rose 3.5 trillion totaling up to 14.7 trillion 
dollars. America has not only been in debt for years but has done 
little to nothing to pay any of it off. 
 Everything Washington warned us about all this but we ignored 
him and look at the consequences. We meddled with foreign 
affairs in Vietnam engaging in a war where 58,220 U.S. soldier 
died, 1,687 went missing, and 303,635 were wounded. Political 
parties tore America part resulting in the bloodiest war in Ameri-
can history where 625,000 Americans died. Lastly we are 14.7 
trillion dollars in debt enough said. We ignored Washington’s 
advice and not only have we paid for it were still paying for it. 

The Genocide in Darfur, Sudan
by Lillianna
                   What is a genocide you may ask? Geno-
cide is the deliberate destruction of a particu-
lar religious, racial, political, or ethnic group. 
Individuals come up with a systematic way of de-
stroying a certain group of people for the pur-
pose of wiping them completely out. A genocide 
is like the Holocaust but instead of the JEWS is 
the SUDANESE.ITS BACICLY ARAB AGAINST NON-
ARAB PEOPLE .AS Much of the violence in Sudan, 
which has created over 1 million refugees, has 

been at-
tributed 
to mi-
litias 
known as 
the Jan-
jaweed. 
Who are 
the Jan-
jaweed? 
THE JAN-
JAWEED IS 
A GROUP 

THAT IS DOING MOST OF THE KILLING IN THIS 
MASSACURE. JANDAWEED MEANS A MAN WITH A 
GUN ON A HORSE. THE REASON THAT THIS PEOPLE 
ARE KILLING IS BECAUSE, THE NON-ARAB PEOPLE 
WERE ACUSSING THE SUDANESE GOVERNMENT OF 
APRESSING THEM. THE GOVERNMENT WAS LEAD-
ING THE KILLING, BUT IS OVER BECAUSE THEY 
SIGNED A CEASEFIRE. JUST OVER A YEAR LATER 
SOUTH SUDAN SEPERATED AWAY FROM THE REST 
OF THE COUNTRY. AFTER THE CILVL WAR IN SU-
DAN, SOUTH SUDAN IS NOW THE ONE OF THE 
POOREST CONTRYS IN THE WORLD WITH POSSI



The San Francisco Giants
Where They Were and Where they are Now
By: Prahlad
As many of you know The World Series Champions were the San 
Francisco Giants but there is of course a difference in where they 
were and where they are now. Once again, they are at the top of the 
National League West as they once were but they still have to deal 
with a crushing loss of Buster Posey. He was a crucial part of the 
Giants win over the Texas Rangers in the last championships and 
it saddened many fans when he took a deafening blow. He played 
catcher but was also a stellar batter and one of the main reasons 
that the Giants had a victory in the championships. However they 
are making progress with this fatal injury. Aside from Buster Posey, 
they have not had many other hardships. As you may know the gi-
ants have a fabulous pitching crew. One of the best pitchers on the 
team is Tim Lincecum. He was awarded the CY Young award two 
years in a row. The CY Young award is given to the best pitcher in 
the league. Earlier, the Giants visited the White House to see Presi-
dent Barack Obama. Obama was very proud of the Giants and 

Lean on Meeeeee!
F.____________
______________

I can’t read
G.____________
_____________

Awwh, It’s so Cuttee!
H._________________

People also call me the 
Dilemma
I._________________

I got it at Diddams... For FREE!!
J.__________________________



called them baseball’s “characters with character”. There is also one 
more face that nobody can forget on the Giants. He is … Brian Wil-
son! Brian Wilson is one of the Giants best pitchers and is the Gi-
ants’ closer. He has a monster beard that nobody can ignore. Fear the 
Beard!!! Also the Giants player Pablo Sandoval nicknamed the Panda 
had to lose weight because they said he was too overweight. He was 
told that he had to lose weight if he wanted to still play for the Gi-
ants. Ryan Vogelsong had quite a journey with the Giants. He hadn’t 
planned on playing Major League until his Junior Year at college. HE 
was drafted onto the Giants dropped down to the Minor League then 
taken back onto the Giants. He is now 8-1. The Giants have had quite a 
journey and I hope they can climb back to the top again.

Guess Who?

Staff Edition!

By: Eric

Pop thaat BUUBBLEE
A.____________________

Hey brah, wanna play Ulti-
mate? 
B.____________________

I’m an Intern!
C.____________
______________

Get outta here!
D.__________________

I hecka drive the 17
E._________________



California Prison Budget

 Prison overcrowding has been a big issue in California since 
the 1970’s. It’s been taking a toile on California’s already cruddy 
budget and bringing the state into more debt.  California’s debt has 
been estimated to be around $377,000,000,000. Roughly 11% of 
the budget (about 8 billion dollars) goes to the penal system. This is 
more than the state spends on education. 
 Some prisons in California are currently holding twice as 
many inmates as they were built to hold.  They’ve magically fit 150 
prisoners into one gymnasium with triple-bunked beds. The condi-
tions in these overcrowded prisons are so bad that they violate the 
Eight Amendment’s ban on cruel punishment and the Supreme Court 
ordered the state to reduce its prison population by roughly 30,00 in-
mates. Some inmates will be released for completing drug education 
programs. Some inmates will have their sentences reduced according 
to the time they’ve already spent in county jails before and after their 
sentencing. The state’s goal is to decrease the number of inmates in 
all 33 state prisons by 6,500 by next year.
 To decrease the return of former inmates to prison for small 
violations of their parole, low-level offender will be released with-
out supervision of a parole officer. The parole officers will now only 
supervise more dangerous offenders. 





Casey Anthony Trial

 Recently in the media, there has been a lot of hype over 
something called the “Casey Anthony Trial”. To simply summarize 
the whole thing, Casey Marie Anthony had been accused of mur-
dering her 2 year old daughter Caylee.  On July 5th 2011, after a 
very long criminal trial, Casey Anthony was declared not guilty of 
first-degree murder, aggravated manslaughter, and aggravated child 
abuse.  However she was guilty of four misdemeanor accounts of 
providing false information to law enforcement officers.  
 On June 16th 2008, Casey Anthony left her parent’s home, 
taking her daughter Caylee Anthony with her. According to Casey’s 
parents, George and Cindy Anthony, Casey and her daughter were 
gone for about a month. During this time Cindy contacted Casey and 
kept asking to see her granddaughter Caylee, but Casey claimed she 
was too busy with a work assignment in Tampa, Florida. On other 
occasions, she would say that Caylee was with her nanny Zenaida 
Fernandez-Gonzalez.  On July 15th, George and Cindy received a 
certified letter telling them that their daughter’s car was in a tow yard 
and George went to pick it up the same day. When he did, both he 
and the tow yard attendant noticed an incredibly rotten smell com-
ing from the car. They searched the car and found a bag of trash, 
but both of them later testified that it smelled like there was a body 
decomposing in the car. On the same day, Cindy Anthony reported 
Caylee missing to the Orange County Sheriff’s Office. 

                                  Casey Anthony eating ummmmm food

any career choice we wish. Women  today  should be  
thankful  to have so many choices that we did not  have  
even  several  years  before,  or in another country.  Our 
rights are much better than they were and hoping to get 
better.



 A police investigation set out to find the missing child.  
Caylee’s skeletal remains were found in a forested area near the 
Anthony residence on December 12, 2008. Over the months 
(specifically between October and February), a lot of forensic 
evidence was stacked against Casey. Some of it included air 
samples from Casey’s car that showed the presence of chemi-
cal compounds that were commonly found around decomposing 
matter.  There was also history of Google searches on the An-
thony family computer such as “neck breaking”, “how to make 
chloroform”, and “death”. The police also found the same brand 
of laundry bags, duct tape, and plastic bags that were found at 
the crime scene present in the Anthony residence.  A blanket 
that was missing from Caylee’s bed was also found at the crime 
scene.

         Area where Caylee’s remains were found (crap picture I’m sorry)

 The trial began on May 24, 20ll. A man named Jose Baez 
spoke on behalf of Casey’s defense; claiming that Caylee had 
accidentally drowned in the pool on June 16th. According to 
Baez, George Anthony found his dead granddaughter’s body and 
covered up the accident with the intentions of keeping the death 

 Women’s    Rights 
By : Lisa 

Earlier in  time  women  have  been  treated  with  less  
respect  than men.  When marriage   was   not   an equal   
partnership, women were forced   to take a vow of servi-
tude. Women   could   not   vote, own property (they just 
about were property), if they earned wages   they were   
not allowed   to keep them.  But then we have the brave   
few   who dared to live, to stand up for the right of women 
across America, try to start a new way of life with  equal-
ity ,  partnership  for all United States citizens for years to  
come.  
One of the greatest leaders for the Women Suffrage Move-
ment was Suzan B. Anthony. Born on February 15th 1820 
Suzan was one of the few girls to receive a proper educa-
tion (what was known as a ‘men’s’ education).She found-
ed the National Women’s suffrage Association in 1869 
with the help of her friend Elizabeth Candy Stanton. And 
together they published their own newspaper called “The 
Revolution”. However, the Nineteenth Amendment was 
not passed until 14 years after her death. Suzan founded 
the International Council of Women in 1888. She set the 
way for the way for the women of our country.
Today   women   have many rights. We still get lower   
wages   but we have made great   progress. However com-
pared to other countries the accomplishments are much 
greater. We are allowed to speak as we wish without fear 
of our words being turned down without worth.  We are 
not expected to cover our heads in public or only have the 
career option of house cleaning.  We can so choose to take 



ACROSS
3. Second biggest country that is 
in both Europe and Asia
5. Country that has a population 
of about 1 billion
7. The only country which is a 
continent and an island
9. Where Osama Bin Laden was 
killed 
10. Where Christopher Columbus 
was born

DOWN
1. Where French fries origi-
nated from
2. Where ice hockey was 
invented
4. Where the car Toyota 
originated from
6. The smallest country in 
the world
8.where the 2012 Olympics 
will be held

by Rahul

would end then and there. The apocalypse would be very devastating 
and would envelop the world in a bloody fire. The Chinese believe 
that at the end of the world, a legendary figure by the name of Li Hong 
would save them similarly to messiah. Now the most popular belief is 
that the world would end on December 21 2011. IT was so popular that 
a movie was made about this specific date as you all may know, 2012. 
Whether all of these beliefs are true, are not certain, but many different 
people like us have many different beliefs. I for one think that the end 



The End of the World 2012!
By: Prahlad 
As many of you already know, there have been skeptical rumors 
going around about the end of the world on December 21, 2012. 
The 
main ar-
gument 
about 
this 
is the 
Mayans 
belief. 
Many 
eons 
ago, the 
Mayans 
made a 
theory 
that the world would have to end sometime. With their extensive 
knowledge of the sun calendar, they calculated the end of the world 
would occur on the fateful day of 12/21/12, the end of the Mayan 
calendar. Up until now there have been many other beliefs on the 
end of the world. For example, the Christians had believed the end 
of the world would occur in the year 2000. Many Christians had 
believed the end of the world would happen as predicted, so they 
prayed for hours on end to what was their god to have mercy on 
them. As 2000 passed, nothing happened and the world did not 
end. Very recently, a man had predicted the end of the world on 
May 21, 2011. As the day passed nothing happened and he had 
announced that the spiritual destruction would occur May 21st. But 
he announced that the physical destruction and the destruction of 
the universe by God would occur on October 21st 2011.  The Hin-
dus believe quite differently however. The Hindus believed that at 
the end of the world, the 10th and final reincarnation of God would 
appear on a white horse. Armageddon was also believed to be the 
age where fire would rain from the heavens and the world 



                                                                                                                                          

Neda N
Why Marijuana Should Stay Illegal

There has been a lot of debate over whether marijuana should be legal-
ized or not. Obviously marijuana should stay illegal.  When you use 
marijuana there are many harmful chemicals that go into your body.  
There are over 10,000 scientific studies that prove that marijuana is a 
harmful addictive drug and there is not one reliable study that dem-
onstrates marijuana has any medical value. In addition marijuana is 
already legalized to use for medical use.
Many think that marijuana is a safe drug used for recreation, fun, and 
relaxation. However there are so many harmful consequences includ-
ing, premature cancer, addiction, coordination and perception impair-
ment, a number of mental disorders including depression, hostility and 
increased aggressiveness, general apathy, memory loss, reproductive 
disabilities, and impairment to the immune system. It is proven that if 
you take marijuana you have a higher chance to get aids and cancer. 
The active ingredient in Marijuana, THC, affects the brain on several 
levels. Though many users experience different reactions to Mari-
juana, it has a relatively universal effect on the brain. THC binds 
with cannabinoid receptors in the brain, causing reactions across the 
body depending on where in the brain these receptors are located. The 
distribution of these receptors is relatively uneven, explaining why 
some people experience a massive loss of function while others are less 
affected. When you consume THC (typically by smoking Marijuana), 
the compound travels quickly through your body. It is absorbed into 
the bloodstream and is carried into the brain where, depending on the 
dispersion of the cannabinoid receptors, it will begin to have various 
effects.  Marijuana damages the brain so much.  For this reason as well 
as many more it should not be legalized.

People think marijuana should be legal because it will prevent people 

Evidence suggests that elephants normally 
prefer one tusk over the other, similar to being 
left or right handed in humans. The preferred 
tusk is known as the master tusk. Tusks can 
be very use full to elephants but people usu-
ally hunt elephants for their tusks and use the 
tusks for ivory.  23000 elephants killed each 
year for ivory from there tusks. This is prob-
ably the reason most elephants are endan-
gered. And if we don’t help the elephants and 
stop killing them for their tusks soon they will 
become extinct.

 

By: Neda N



from getting it illegally but compared to other drugs there 
are not as many people as you think that are obtaining 
marijuana illegally.Current use among teens is 50% for 
alcohol, 34% for tobacco and 19% for marijuana. If we 
want to see marijuana use among youth equal to alcohol 
and tobacco, then we should go ahead and legalize mari-
juana. Legalizing marijuana will do nothing but promote 
it for teens. Do we really want marijuana to be the new 
tobacco? Plus, once marijuana is legalized it will more 
likely and easier to get and more people including teens 
will be exposed to it. We already have enough drugs. Do 
we want more?

ELEPHANTS
                    Elephants.. Elephants are pretty cool ani-
mals. I mean who doesn’t like elephants.                                                                
 
When you think elephant, you probably think trunk. An 
adult African elephant's trunk is about seven feet (two 
meters) long! It's actually an elongated nose and upper 
lip. Like most noses, trunks are for smelling. But they're 
also for touching and grasping. Elephants trunks can get 
very heavy. It is not uncommon to see elephants rest-
ing them over a tusk! Elephants don't drink with their 
trunks, but use them as "tools" to drink with. This is 
accomplished by filling the trunk with water and then 
using it as a hose to pour it into the elephant's mouth.  
An elephants trunk is its main tool.
Just because elephants are not human doesn’t mean 
they don’t have feelings.  Elephants cry, play, and have 
incredible memories, and laugh!  Elephants are sen-
sitive fellow animals for example if a baby elephant 
complains, the entire family will rumble and go over to 
touch and caress it.  Elephants have greetings and cer-
emonies when a friend that has been away for some time 
returns to the group.  They are pretty inelegant animals. 
Elephants grieve at a loss of a stillborn baby, a family 
member, and in many cases other elephants.  Interest-
ingly, the Asian elephant is more closely related to the 
extinct mammoth than to the African elephant 

Most male elephants have tusks. Tusks are no different 
from other teeth, they are basically giant feet. Elephants 
also use their tusks to defend themselves from predators. 



Sports Lockouts
By: Prahlad
There are upcoming lockouts for the NBA and the NFL. It is not 
certain whether any of them will last towards the actual sports sea-
son. The NFL lockout’s soon to close. But first, let me tell you what 
a lockout is. A lockout is when the Sports Association closes in a 
way, because the players do not agree with their managers about the 
amount of pay they receive with the time they play. So the players 
have to renew their sports contract. The NFL contracts are to be 
renewed so, the season will continue as planned and the preseason 
will continue. The NFL lockout is partially closing because of the 
effect on the fans “I’d be disappointed like 330 million people in 
America if it didn’t get done today,” says Atlanta owner Arthur 
Blank The NBA lockout is uncertain whether or not it will close. 
Some people think it won’t last to the season. Some other people 
think it will last to the season. These people include some of the 
actual players. Players are also using this lockout as an opportunity 
to get a vacation as some are planning to go out of the country if 
this lasts. Some may go to go to foreign leagues if this lasts.  Some 
players are retiring like international star Yao Ming. During the last 
NBA finals, the Mavericks and the Heat exceeded their budget and 
the fans were not 
happy. When a 
lockout occurs 
there are many 
contracts to be 
resolved. There 
are also pending 
trades so as a 
result jerseys are 
stopping manu-
facturing prod-
ucts. I person-
ally believe the 
lockout will last 
to the season 

lindsay         megan                         jenn  
nick   shannon                       maddy
analuna  andrea                          katie
ryan   jeremy                         joey
david                   kevin                           emmaj
caseyjane  emmas 
   

CDM - Leaders - Interns - Assistants By Kelton 



which will be a huge loss for all the fans watching 
the NBA. What do you believe?

Fan Death at A’s Game
by Rahul

 On July 7, 2011, during an A’s-Rangers baseball game, a 
great tragedy occurred. When Rangers outfielder Josh Hamilton 
tossed a ball to the crowd, a 39-year old firefighter Shannon Stone 
dove for the ball and fell to his death on the concrete pavement 
30 feet below. This incident occurred when A’s Conor Jackson hit 
a ball into left field, and Hamilton retrieved the ball and tossed it 
into the crowd. This has brought sadness to players throughout the 
league. The irony of it was that Hamilton tossed the ball to Stone as 
an act of kindness, but what happened was quite the opposite. The 
worst of it was that his 6-year old son Cooper was sitting right next 
to him when he fell. This is the second fatal accident in a baseball 
stadium this season. The first one was at the Colorado Rockies 
stadium, when a 27 year old man died when he fell on to the pave-
ment after trying to slide down the railing. These two incidents 
have caused the Major League to be more cautious of stadium 
safety. Giants’ outfielder Aaron Rowand always lobs the ball into 
the stands and is very careful with the fans. 
 “If you watch, I never throw it to the railing. I throw it to 
the middle of the crowd,” Rowand explained.”You lob it. You don’t 
fire it in there, because you don’t want to hurt anybody. And you 
make sure everybody in the area is looking when you throw, so 
nobody gets blindsided on the side of the head.”
 Rangers reporters said that architects and stadium experts 
are determining “whether to raise the railings or do whatever might 
be appropriate for the safety of the baseball fans. Even A’s and Gi-
ants’ stadium operations’ staff have made changes to the height of 
the stadium.




