
The Zine...
Hello! Welcome to the Longest Zine Ever.   ...we think.

 This, dear readers, is the Purple Team Zine. 
If you are reading this, O audience of ours, you are 
probably at least passingly familiar with Sum-
mer of Service, THE GREATEST POSSIBLE WAY 
for a young person such as yourself to spend a sum-
mer. If you’re not, you really should be. In fact, we 
pity you. Open up a laptop and head on over to our 
website, www.getchy.com... 
 
 If you ARE familiar with Summer of Ser-
vice, as well you should be, you probably know 
that the Zine is written by the Purple Team of 
SOS, about all the cool stuff we and the other 
teams do, as well as other important issues. Actu-
ally, the Zine is pretty much just full of what-
ever cool stuff we on the Purple Team can come up 
with. 

 ENJOY. 
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Regards, 
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Anita, 
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Daniella, 
ElExis, 
John,
Katie, 
Matt, 
Vikram, 
and (less importantly,) 
the leaders.

The Purple Team

The purple team is SOS’ link to the public.  The main job of the Purple 
Team is to advertise SOS to the general public and to make more people 
interested in service.  The Purple Team uses different forms of media 
to accomplish this goal (magazines, movie, and verbally).  We create a 
magazine called The ‘Zine each session.  Each person writes two articles 
for it.  One article is about a serious topic related to current events, 
either locally, nationally, or internationally.  The “fun” article doesn’t 
necessarily even need to be an article!  It can be a crossword puzzle, po-
ems, or a short story, in addition to being a description of a funny topic.  
As well, each person is put on a team of 2-3 people to be the “correspon-
dence group” for another team, or the Purple Team itself.  These “cor-
respondence groups” will interview people, and take B-roll (action film) 
of the teams at their service sites.  They will then write an article about 
the team they interviewed, as a group.
As well, the four Purple Teams create one movie over the course of the 
whole summer, which is displayed at the end of the fourth session and 
at next year’s orientation for SOS participants.  Sessions 1-3 take lots of 
footage and do some editing in the movie.  However, the burden of edit-
ing falls most on the Session 4 participants.  We leave with an intimate 
knowledge of how to use a camera, Adobe Premier Pro, and, of course, 
Adobe Photoshop.  This year’s movie theme is, “The Wizard of Woz”, 
and we hope it will be an informative, enjoyable, and interesting movie.
The final thing that the Purple Team does is floor activities in the 
Children’s Discovery Museum.  Some examples of floor activities are:  
parachutes, thaumatropes, sand art, ink pads, and chromatography.  The 
little children have fun with the arts and crafts, and we have fun teaching 
them!
That’s all we have right now about the Purple Team, read our next ‘Zine 
for more information.    By Alex V. and Vikram I.



Striped Team
By Case and John

The Striped Team, led by David, Nick, and Patrick, ful-
fills the role of leadership within SOS. Available only to 
tenth graders, this team does many of the service sites that 
other teams do. The main focus throughout the session is 
the play, which is held in the CDM theatre, on the second 
Thursday. They also prepare and organize an original rev-
up for the rest of the camp to play, as well as a reflection at 
the end of the day. Many of you probably know that rev-up 
is a game played in the morning to energize campers so that 
they have enough energy to last them the whole day. Re-
flection is a way to calm down and think about recent and/
or important events. It is a perfect opportunity for campers 
to share what they know. The Striped Team visits Sacred 
Heart twice, and puts on activities for the summer camp 
upstairs, including arts and 
crafts and outdoor games. They
also go to Second Harvest Food 
Bank and sort out moldy fruits and 
vegetables and pack them in 
cardboard boxes. At EHC, or 
Emergency Housing Consortium,
they prepare and serve food to the 
clients. Overall, the Striped Team 
kicks tushy.

Striped Team Leader 
David

                              The Green Team
 The Green Team is the environmental team in S.O.S. 
Their main job is to help and protect the environment. The 
green team travels around to different service sites like the 
Guadalupe River, The CDM Garden, Don Edwards, and Our 
City Forest. At the Guadalupe River, the green team picks up 
trash. Some crazy things have been found there. In previous 
years/sessions they have found a laptop, a piece of meat, and 
even a machete! At the CDM Garden, the green team plants 
new plants and composts. At Don Edwards, the Green Team 
takes a tour of Don Edwards and learns about the unique habi-
tat around them. It is one of the only habitats left of its kind. It 
is home to a certain type of mouse that eats pickle weed. Pickle 
weed is a salty plant that looks like a thicker round grass. It 
grows all over Don Edwards. 
 The Green Team teaches you that the worlds a better 
place clean. It’s an environmental group that cleans up around 
downtown. It teaches you that it’s good to clean up around your 
area. The environment is a good thing and it’s important that 
we have the Green Team to help protect it. People pollute the 
earth by littering, and a lot of their litter can end up in creeks 
and rivers, like the Guadalupe. There is unfortunately never a 
shortage of trash.  
 These are reasons why you should join the green team. 
This team is the greatest team because it gives you a feeling 
of responsibility, and it makes you feel like you have made a 
difference in this community. This team is the second best team 
by the time you get out of the Green Team and when you get 
home your going to  want to make the world a better place by 
picking up things around you and saying I made a difference in 
this world - I made my mark.
by Clayton



Red Team
By: Adriana and Katie :]

	 The	Red	Team	volunteers	at	different	places	
such	as	the	Santa	Maria	Urban	Ministry,	RAFT,	Sa-
cred	Heart	Pantry,	Live	Oak,	Alma	Luau	and	Mommy	
and	Me	at	Westgate	Center.	At	Santa	Maria	Urban	
Ministry,	they	help	re-paint	the	lines	for	the	bas-
ketball	court,	four	square	courts,	and	the	wall.	The	
Santa	Maria	Urban	Ministry	was	founded	in	1983	by	
the	Episcopal	Diocese	of	El	Camino	Real	to	provide	
emergency	food	for	San	Jose’s	inner	city.	They	pro-
vide	food,	clothes,	after	school	tutoring,	preschool,	
and	daycare.	
	 At	RAFT,	the	Red	Team	sorts	extra	materi-
als	from	companies	and	making	them	into	kits	for	
teachers.	This	year,	they	will	be	going	to	“Mommy	
and	Me”	at	Westgate	Center	to	help	the	kids	do	fun	
activities	with	their	moms.	At	Sacred	Heart,	they	
help	sort	items	for	people	in	need.	These	items	
include	toys	and	clothes.	The	Red	Team	also	helps	
with	the	Alma	Luau,	where	seniors	come	to	the	Chil-
dren’s	Discovery	Museum	and	have	fun.	:)	The	Red	
Team	also	goes	to	Live	Oak,	a	senior’s	home.	They	
play	games	and	do	arts	and	crafts	with	the	seniors	
to	make	their	stay	there	happier.	Another	place	the	
Red	Team	will	be	going	is	the	Georgia	Travis	Center,	
a	shelter	for	women	and	children	as	well	as	a	food	
bank.	There,	they	sort	all	the	donations	they	receive	
from	donors.



The Orange Team
By Matt P. & Anita S.

Caring-adjective: feeling or showing care or compassion

 There are many things that differentiate each team from an-
other.  What they do, where they 
go, and how they do it make each 
team at SOS unique.  But one of 
the most important and probably 
least noticed are the personalities 
needed to truly enjoy their work.  
In no team is this more important 
than in the Orange Team.
 We’re sure you’re asking, 
why? The Orange Team goes 
to Estrella to play and teach children from preschool to fifth grade. 
Estrella is a summer school for kids hosted at the Gardeners Elemen-
tary School. Every day, the team play blocks, read stories, and gives 
out lunches just to see children’s smile. This activity hosted by SOS is 
beneficial to both the Orange Team and the children in Estrella. Or-
ange Team gets to learn to be a leader, role model to little children, and 
meanwhile adding responsibility skills. The children get to play with 
people other than their grade.
 The qualities most represented in the Orange Team are compas-
sion, patience, positive attitudes and a sense of fun.  Little kids aren’t 

the easiest people to take care 
of.  Any parent can tell you that.  
But the Orange Team displays 
such levels of caring that they 
connect with the kids.  The little 
kids can relate to teens better 
than teachers or other adults.  
The Orange Team is helps the 
community not by improving 
the environment or helping the 

less fortunate, but by giving the next generation role models, people 
they can aspire to be.

The State of the Economy
 Currently, we are in an economic recession.  However, the 
economy does not just fall apart.  There is always a reason for eco-
nomic uprise or downturn.  For example, the reason for the Great 
Depression was that people borrowed a lot on credit, and invested 
a lot of money in stocks.  However, when people started to become 
scared that the stocks were not going to stay high, they began to 
sell.  As masses of people sold their stocks, the price of the stock 
declined.  So therefore, the people who were afraid the stocks were 
going to drop caused the stocks to drop themselves.  Soon, however, 
the onset of WWII and the surprise attack on Pearl Harbor brought 
America out of the depression.
 The three major factors that contribute to economic reces-
sion are the unemployment rate, inflation, and the state of the inter-
national economy.  The unemployment rate currently is about 8%, 
only a small decrease from 2008’s 9.5%, but a sharp increase from 
2007’s 4.5% rate.  Just because the cost of living increases doesn’t 
necessarily mean that your annual salary will increase.  In fact, the 
inflation rate from 2008 to 2009 was 0%, but from 2009 to 2010 
it was 2%, and from 2010 to 2011 it was another 2%.  And guess 
what?  The inflation rate from 2011-2012 was also 2%.  This means 
that if a candy bar cost $1 in 2008, it also cost $1 in 2009, $1.02 in 
2010, $1.05 in 2011, and $1.07 in 2012.  This may not seem like a 
lot, but imagine what would happen to $100,000.  This amount in 
2008 would be worth $106,964.30 in 2012!  As well, the economies 
of other countries affect America’s economy.  For example, what 
if the Middle East was suddenly plunged into a depression?  Gas 
prices would rise, because they would want more money coming 
into their country, and that would cause America’s economy to drop, 
because people would be spending more money on gas.
 So exactly how much does living in the Bay Area cost?  
Well, let’s break it down.  If you live in an apartment, average rent 
is about $15,000 a year.  If you drive a car, you will pay about 
$9,000 per year, including insurance (mandatory in California), gas, 
and payments.  For utilities and food you pay about $4,500 per year.  
Clothing, shoes, toiletries, and cosmetics, cost about $2000 per year.



Healthcare, dental, vision, etc. costs about $6,000 per year.  Phone 
costs about $1000 per year, and your debt expenses total at least 
$1,000 per year.  TV, eating out, computer/internet, and stuff like that 
not used for recreation totals about $8,000 per year.  All in all, this 
totals to about $46,500 per year, not including one-time costs, like 
buying a bed and other furniture.  Recreation costs about $10,000 per 
year, and if you want a house, not an apartment, add another $17,000 
(doubled plus house insurance) to your costs.  Also, many people 
have more debt expenses (about $3,000 more), because they don’t 
always pay their credit card right away.  This brings the total to about 
$ 76,500 per year.  Now the median pay range for a person in the Bay 
Area is from $45,000 to $75,000.  Therefore, even if you are only pay-
ing $46,500 for living, your salary is slightly lower than that.  If you 
want a fair middle class living, the maximum mean salary is $1,500 
lower than the cost of that living style.
So therefore, people are spending more money than they are actually 
earning, because most people spend much more than the bare mini-
mum of $46,500 to live comfortably.
So now that you know about our economic situation, how do you 
think we are going to come out of our economic recession?  The infla-
tion rate is continuing steadily, and the unemployment rate is only 
lowering slightly.  So who is going to get us out of this bad economic 
situation?  Are we going to try ourselves, or are we going to trust poli-
ticians like Barack Obama and Mitt Romney?

by Alexander V.

Boston Celtics, A Changing Team

By Nirban S. 

The Boston Celtics were founded in 1946. 
The Celtics have been a very successful fran-
chise with great players on their roster such 
as Larry Bird and Robert Parish. Currently 
the two main players that are running the 
squad are Paul Pierce and Kevin Garnett. Ray 
Allen, another star player was just picked up 
by the Miami Heat, the 2012 NBA Champions. 
Ray Allen was one of the Celtics’ best three-
point shooters. But, the Celtics picked up 
another free- agent, Jason Terry, to replace 
Ray. The Celtics have won 17 championships, 
with their 17th in 2008 where they beat the 
Los Angeles Lakers. The Lakers have been 
rivals with the Celtics ever since the begin-
ning. It was always a good matchup, Larry 
Bird and Magic Johnson. The Celtics have 
changed in many ways and has stayed the 
same in many ways as well.



Strange Laws
By John T.

 In the entire world, there are many strange laws. Here are a 
few, but remember: if there’s a law against it, there was somebody 
dumb enough to try it.
•In Louisiana, it is illegal to charge a bald man more than 25 cents for 
a haircut.
•In Ohio, you must have a license if you own a bear.
•In New Jersey, cabbage can be sold on any day but Sunday.
•In Virginia, bribery and corruption is illegal to anyone who is not a 
political candidate.
•In Massachusetts, clam chowder that contains tomatoes is consid-
ered an illegal substance.
•In California, owning a ferret is illegal.
•In San Francisco, California, reusing thrown confetti is unlawful.
•In France, ashtrays are considered deadly weapons.
•In Britain, all taxis must have two bales of hay and a bag of oats in 
the trunk.
•You can be hanged for stealing cows in Texas.
•In Missouri, you must have a permit to shave.
•In Chico, California, setting off a nuclear device within the city 
limits results in a $500 fine.
•It is illegal to die while in British Parliament. 
•In Tibet, monks who wish to be reincarnated must first register 
with a government agency.
•In Hawaii, it is illegal to fish with poison, dynamite, or electricity. 
•In Massachusetts, owning an explosive golf ball is illegal.
•In California, it is illegal to shoot animals from a moving vehicle un-
less the animal is a whale. 
•In Alabama, wearing a fake mustache that causes laughter in 
church is a crime.
•No French pig may be referred to as Napoleon by its owner. 
•In London, it is illegal to call a taxi if you have bubonic plague.

                                       Sleep Paralysis

Sleep paralysis is a transition state between wakefulness and wake 
categorized buy complete muscle atonia (muscle weakness). It is a 
result it is thought to be a disrupt of REM sleep which is normally 
is characterized by complete muscle atonia that prevents individuals 
from acting out there dreams. It can occur at sleep onset or upon awak-
ing. Sleep paralysis has been liked to disorders such as narcolepsy, 
migraines, anxiety disorders, and obstructive sleep apnea; however 
it can also occur in isolation. When linked to another disorder sleep pa-
ralysis is mostly commonly seen in association with narcolepsy which 
is neuromuscular disorder. 

There are two major classification to sleep paralysis that is known as 
isolation sleep paralysis (ISP) and recurrent isolation sleep paralysis 
(RISP). Of these two ISP is much more common than RISP. In the case 
of ISP episodes of sleep paralysis are infrequent and have a very short 
duration of approximately 1 minute, in some cases sleep paralysis can 
occur once in a person life. As the name suggest RISP is a chronic con-
dition in which the individuals suffers from frequent episodes of sleep 
paralysis throughout their lifetime. Sleep paralysis usually lasts about a 
few minutes or seconds but sometime times even it lasts hours.

While your paralyzed in event of sleep paralysis first thing you en-
counter is a very intense feeling of an evil presence. Then you see a 
demon on your chest or stomach. Then finally you feel if you are float-
ing in midair. After when you wake up you feel like the whole thing 
was like a memory. That is what explains for a house being haunted or 
for alien abductions.
                                                       -Daniela HV



Palestinian terrorists in 1972.
• America refuses to accept the silver medal in 
men’s basketball from the 1972 Games, after a contro-
versial match against the Soviet Union.
• Twenty-two African nations boycotted the 1976 
Games due to New Zealand (whose rugby team had 
toured apartheid South Africa) being allowed to com-
pete.
• America & other nations boycotted the 1980 
Games in Moscow, Soviet Union, because of the Soviet 
invasion of Afghanistan.  The Soviet Union responded 
by leading a boycott of the 1984 Games in Los Angeles.
• North Korea boycotted the 1988 Games in Seoul, South Korea.
• Dong Fangxiao, a Chinese gymnast, was found underage at the 
time she competed at the 2000 Games.  She was stripped of her bronze and 

China’s team bronze was instead awarded to the fourth 
place American team.
• An Iranian judoka was disqualified after he was 
found overweight during a bout with an Israeli.  The Ira-
nian government said his refusal to fight the Israeli was one 
of the great “Iranian glories.”
• A Cuban taekwondoist was banned from further 
taekwondo matches after he knocked a referee unconscious 

in the 2008 Games.
• Two athletes were expelled from the 2012 Games for racially insen-
sitive tweets.

The Olympic Games are events rich in history, culture, athleticism, pride and 
dignity.  Though there are more stains on its record than these, they are still a 
spectacle that one doesn’t see every day.  Enjoy them while they’re here and 
look forward to the next one.  For those interested the next Olympics will be:
• The 2014 Winter Games in Sochi, Russia
• The 2016 Summer Games in Rio de Janeiro,  Brazil
• The 2018 Winter Games in Pyeongchang, South Korea

                                           Fairy dust
Do you want to soar in the air just like a fairy? Well now you can!!!!!! 
Scientists have invented fairy dust and it really works. Just a pinch 
of fairy dust and it can make you fly for an hour. Tired of walking or 
running?  Well, no worries  - just use fairy dust!!!! Just use fairy dust 
and get to your destination 3x faster than you ever could go in the car. 
Don’t worry about trying to find it, just go to a store near you. One 
bottle for $10.00 or buy two and get one free.

                                     The bottomless bag
Tired of caring a heavy bag? Tired of caring a bag with little capacity?  
Well here’s your solution; the bottomless bag!!!!! You can fit anything 
inside: a couch, a TV, even a car.  You can fit anything in there and it’s 
as light as a feather. Buy one now and you won’t regret it. It comes in 
all different colors, styles and sizes. They say that a dog is a man’s best 
friend but now the bottomless bag is much better. Buy one for $30.00 
or two for $50.00. Buy it now before we run out.

                                    The magic carpet
You’ve seen the movie Aladdin and his magic carpet but did you ever 
think you can have one for yourself? Well now you can!!! It really 
works: it can fly in mid-air, and it can go up to 3,000 feet. Don’t waste 
your money on gas and don’t worry about traffic and it gets better; 
it’s environmentally friendly. Buy one today and get to experience the 
awesome feeling to finally fly. Buy one in a store near you get one for 
$50.00 and buy two and get one free.

                                            Unicorns
Are you tired of asking your parents for a unicorn but every time you 
ask them that they don’t exist. Well now you can have one. Scientists 
have recently invented a new mixture of a horse and magic!!!!! These 
unicorns can fly, they can grant wishes, and in no time they can be 
your best friends. Now sold in pet stores in different colors and sizes. 
Buy one for $500.

By Daniela



                                 fairy dust
                                              you can fly like this in no time

                               the bottemless bag
                                           

                                     the magic carpet

By Daniela

 A crimson red Koger petal drifted serenely into Garon’s hair, 
slicing through air as it nestled atop his matted scalp. The coming 
of winter. He brushed it off with a swipe, enjoying the crisp mid-
morning air, as Garon often did. He had been travelling for days, and 
with no mount or shoes, his feet had developed countless blisters and 
sores.
 With his parents deceased and no family of his own, Garon 
was a free man with no obligations. He had decided to spend the rest 
of his days living in the wilderness, to be a part of it. Connected, 
somehow. He had grown attached to the wildlife during the few 
times he was permitted outside of town before his father died. 
 However, Garon soon discovered that acquiring food in 
places where it could not be bartered for was tiresome, yet reward-
ing. And so, he adjusted to this method straight away.
 Many weeks had passed since he’d been able to have the 
time, patience, and resources to have a warm meal at the ready. 
Whiffing the familiar scent of simmering rabbit stew, Garon felt he 
was in luck.
 He rose, clearing away the remaining leaves that clung to 
his clothing. Crouching beside a rather massive Koger tree, he was 
mindful not to disturb any dead leaves or fallen twigs on the forest 
floor. Garon assumed that someone had been cooking a meal close 
by, with the mixed smells of meat, spices, and herbs. A bird chirping 
away in the distance briefly lifted his spirits.
 Garon wore a large deerskin, draped around his upper body, 
with a pair of crumpled cotton pants running down to his kneecaps, 
hidden behind a thin layer of crusted dirt. Shoulder-length hair the 
color of a raven’s feather covered his head. A hunting bow, complete 
with a bundle of homemade arrows, lay within reach at his side. He 
had also crafted a sheath for his worn hunting knife. He did not start 
out with this apparel. Rather, bands of nomadic brigands notori-
ous for their thievery and often sighted roaming the countryside in 
search of anything useful had stolen his old clothing a few nights 
earlier. True brutes, the like. He had to fell a young deer to craft its 
hide into makeshift clothing, as well as supply him with a few cold 
meals. The pants were, well, ‘borrowed’ from a travelling merchant.

        In Pursuit     by Case V.



 He ever so cautiously shifted his weight to his left side 
because of the sprain on his right heel. With a determined attitude, 
Garon peered above a low branch off the side of the tree, and quickly 
realized that someone had made camp not more than a few hundred 
meters from where he had slept.
 Was it pure coincidence, or is someone following me? Garon 
asked himself. He mulled over the situation; the possibility of some-
one having made camp so close to his seemed small, however he 
could not recall anything he had done wrong, or at least troublesome 
enough to be followed.
 Shrugging it off, he proceeded to step forward. Garon began 
investigating the campsite, complete with a cooking breakfast over 
a campfire, a small tent set up with the entrance facing towards him, 
stacks of freshly cut logs off to the side, and a four-legged beast 
with powerful legs and a trimmed mane, resembling a horse in every 
manner, other than that it was much stockier and seemed intent on 
throwing a rider off, with a pair of menacing red eyes gazing at Ga-
ron. The animal was tied to a rope, which in turn was tied to one of 
the pegs that held the tent up.
 Garon’s actions were poorly made, for although he was alert 
and aware, his anxiety overcame him and he stumbled into the logs, 
creating enough noise to wake a sleeping giant. Garon thought over 
his next plan of action and whether he should proceed, fearing the 
worst of outcomes if he were to be found. Although he found no 
reason for someone to react to the point of outrage simply because 
his or her camp was being explored by a most curious stranger.
 He entered the tent and was instantly greeted by a sudden 
overpowering sensation of inner and outer comfort; the tent offered 
him not only warmth but a feeling of protection as well. It seemed to 
reassure him that whatever happened in the next ten minutes would 
not be anything he couldn’t manage. Garon no longer felt the need to 
shiver, pleased by his surroundings.
 He observed that the only things inside the tent were a log 
desk and a matching stool on the opposite end from the entrance, a 
quill dipped in ink, and a large yellowed map at the far end of the 
room. The desk was blanketed with many sheets of thin Duba paper 
strewn about the surface. He checked his location on the local map 

first, and then froze.
 A faint red dot, marking the town of Lirakur, was where he 
had been not more than two months ago, and a continuous line made 
from chalk continued to drop down to a major port city on the coast, 
Rauthma, zigzagging sharply as it ran through many farming villages. 
He soon realized that all the other hamlets and settlements he had re-
cently passed through had been visited by this unknown traveller only 
days later. Someone must be tracking me, was Garon’s first thought.
 Garon investigated the contents of the desk more closely. 
Opening drawer after drawer, and having no clue what exactly to 
search for, Garon eventually came upon a stack of letters all ad-
dressed to the same person: Taendil.
 Taendil the One-Eyed?
 As far back as Garon could remember, the humans and the 
elves had not gotten along for decades, possibly centuries, and as 
rivals, could not cooperate in times of need.
 Garon peered over to the desk, noticing an unfinished letter. 
Assuming it would be most helpful, as it was most recent, he began 
to examine the handwriting. He scrolled down to see if he could tell 
who wrote the letter, but an ink stain made it illegible. The letter be-
gan:

 Great Master Taendil, Taendil the One-Eyed, Taendil our 
Lord,
I bring news of the human. So far, he has not reached the conclusion 
that he is being followed. I have made camp not far from where he is 
sleeping. Everything is under control. I…
 Boots hit the ground outside. The sound of a pot being lifted 
from the fire could be heard. The clanging of metal announced that 
whatever had been cooking was now finished. Garon glanced up at 
the tent flap. A sliver of sunshine poked its way through, blinding his 
eyes and hiding the identity of Garon’s follower. Reaching for his 
bow, Garon fit an arrow to the drawstring and cautiously made his 
way towards the right side of the tent flap, prepared to interrogate the 
elf as soon as he entered.
 He could make out a gentle humming as the elf was walking



about the camp. He recognized it as one of the folk songs sung to him 
as a child. It sounded oddly…feminine.
 Could she be female?
 Garon mellowed at the sound of the elf’s voice, mixed with the 
rhythm of the creature’s whinnying. Even if the elf was his enemy, he 
found comfort in its words.
 Then, Garon thought he heard a sniff by the campfire. He lis-
tened more closely, and once more, a sniff was audible among the vari-
ous sounds of the forest. Garon hadn’t bathed in days. He had second 
thoughts that it was dirt that covered his knees.
 Did she smell him out? All elves have excellent hearing and 
amazing sight, but both come nowhere close to their sense of smell; 
it was acquired at a very young age. Elves adapted to their particular 
hunting methods, and being able to detect prey using just their nose 
was astounding. Helpful, yet deadly.
 Garon became startled just as the elf came barging into the tent, 
and he lost control of his grip, loosing the knocked arrow. When it hit 
the map square in the center, the elf turned around and dropped a small 
cloth sack, presumably containing nuts and berries collected from the 
woods. Her eyes grew wide, readying an arrow quicker that Garon 
could stifle a sound. He began to ready one of his own, but she nodded 
her head. He lowered his bow as a sign of compliance. His assump-
tions were true; the elf was female. She made a motion with her head, 
signaling for Garon to sit.
 She wore tight-fitting leather armor with bracers to match 
and thick fur boots to keep out the cold, towering a good six feet off 
the ground. A green hood concealed part of her face and auburn hair 
dangled from either side, pointy ears poking out through the top. Dif-
ferently sized pockets hung at her belt, which had a bronze emblem de-
picting a stag staring face forward. A quiver stuffed with tall, decorated 
arrows fletched with bird feathers complemented the longbow made of 
animal bone. She was beautiful, in a sense.
 He blinked once and then gulped. The arrow was pointed at his 
heart.
 “Ah, so an archer too, I see. You favor the bow?” said the elf.
 “Who are you and why are you following me?” questioned 
Garon.

She answered back, “A little to the point, are we now? Morayla of 
Gildenwey.”
 “I ask once more, why are you following me?”
 “Just following orders.” she replied with no emotion.
 Garon was taken aback. He knew by now that she was tracking 
him, but was she sent to kill?
 “State your purpose.”
 “Why, that is classified. I can’t go telling all of my victims 
everything I am ordered to carry out.” she said with a smug grin.
 So she was out for blood. But why? If I could stall her, maybe 
I could reach for my knife without her noticing.
 “Why, you elves are so impolite…following travellers, threat-
ening them with their lives, and not even having the decency to ex-
plain why? I always knew your kind could never be trusted.”
 “Ha! You know nothing. All I need to do is to end you here and 
now. I will return home a hero. Do you have any idea how much your 
head is worth?”
 “So why don’t you then? I’m just a nobody.” replied Garon. 
He discreetly moved his hand over the blade, wrapping finger after 
finger over the recognizable grip. He hoped his aim wouldn’t fail him.
 “No! You’re much more than no one. Yes, I could kill you with 
just the release of my fingers, but I intend on using you. Yes, for some-
thing I could never accomplish myself.”
 Garon didn’t want to wait and see what she had in mind. He 
squeezed on the knife’s grip, checking to make sure it did not already 
slip out of his sweaty palm, and pulled it out slowly. Just as Morayla 
began to realize his plan of attack, he flung the knife at her left knee, 
then stood in one swift motion and rolled out through the tent flap. 
The knees were the least protected of her entire body, but would only 
provide a distraction, hopefully enough to allow him to escape.
 An anguished cry coming from within the tent notified Garon 
of a successful throw.
 “Your knife is dull. Here, have mine.”
 A barrage of throwing knives cut through the tent fabric. Most 
didn’t hit their target, but one grazed Garon’s left shoulder, leaving 
behind a deep cut. Blood oozed out from the gash, only to stain the 
ground beneath. Meanwhile, the commotion excited the creature and 



he was now neighing furiously, struggling to break free.
 Garon found himself buffeted by the intense light of the out-
side world, and a cloud of dust rose in the air as his feet skidded to 
regain his balance. Looking right, he squinted and saw the horse-
creature. He sprinted over and hopped onto the saddle; this way he 
could distance himself from Morayla enough to sleep safely tonight. 
Grabbing a particularly sharp blade lying on the ground, Garon used 
it to cut the rope that held the horse in place. It galloped through the 
camp and into the woods. One final glance back, and Garon could see 
Morayla just leaving the tent, beginning to fire arrows in his direction.
 A polished bugle seeming to be made from a hollowed out ani-
mal horn was blown, and suggested that she was not alone; her com-
panions were not far off. They made themselves visible as they came 
out into the open, once concealed by the immense trees and shrubbery. 
One. Two. Three. Damn.
 Their clothing was somewhat like Morayla’s, only their rank 
was of a lesser status, so they did not wear elaborate belts, and fit into 
leather that was suited for a male, with a more muscular versus slen-
der appearance, and differently colored hair. One thrust a spear over 
Garon’s head, and another pulled out his crossbow, hurriedly loading a 
bolt. The third stood alongside Morayla, using his bow as well to fire a 
deadly stream of arrows towards Garon.
 Why does she want me dead? Garon was confident he hadn’t 
done anything to upset the elves, so why was a price put on his head?
 These thoughts were made as he snaked around trees, over 
bushes, and under fallen logs. There didn’t seem to be any sign of pur-
suit, so Garon relaxed his grip on the reigns. His first priority was to 
get as far away as possible from Morayla, and then to make a bandage 
out of his pants to wrap around the cut on his shoulder.
 What a morning…
 Just noticing the sacks of food and arrows strapped to the crea-
tures back, Garon knew he had made the right decision. Not only had 
he found a much quicker way to travel, but he now had enough food to 
last him days.

Animal Cruelty
by Elexis
     
           The animals that get abused the most are dogs, and pit bulls the 
most. It’s sad how peoples think it’s okay to abuse animals. Americans 
own more than nine million horses. Most animal abuse goes unnoticed. 
I think people who abuse animals should be put in jail. There are many 
types of animal cruelty; here are the types: starvation, overcrowding, lack 
of shelter, improper restraints, untreated wounds or sores, and nail guns to 
the head. Those are some of the animal cruelties that are maybe happen-
ing near you.
There are many reasons why people abuse their pets. Most people don’t 
mean to abuse animals or don’t even know they are hurting them. One of 
the ways people don’t know they are hurting their dogs is keeping them 
on short chains. Another example is keeping their dog’s house outside, 
and it gets flooded when it rains. Some people don’t even know some-
thing as small as forgetting to feed their dog, or forgetting to give them 
water, or even letting them in the house for any reason. These are all 
considered to be animal abuse. It’s so sad how these little things go un-
noticed. I think it’s important that people know these kind of thing so that 
they know how to take care of their pets better.
Here are some more serious ways on how people abuse their animals. 
People actually enjoy hurting animals. Most people do it because it makes 
them feel more powerful. They choose to hurt animals because they are 
helpless, and some people would rather hurt other people, if they could 
get away with it. Some people think that if you abuse an animal that they 
have total control over an animal. They may hurt an animal for control 
over another person. They even teach dogs to kill other dogs for their own 
personal interest. The people who hurt dogs on purpose have psycho-
logical problems that will not go away on its own; they most likely need 
psychological help. 
These are the things you should think about the next time you want to go 
get a pet, or if you already have one. If you know of anyone who is abus-
ing a dog contact someone and end the suffering for that animal. It’s very 
sad because people aren’t thinking about how this affects animals. They 
go and hurt them on purpose or accident. It’s not ok, and animals need 
help out there, so please, if you see an animal in need, don’t be afraid. 
You could save a life or even meet your next best friend.



Boy Bands

This is a big year for many people, especially boy bands. Coming out of 
the UK are two of the most popular boy bands yet, One Direction and 
The Wanted. One Direction was formed on the British X-Factor when 
they were put together by Simon Cowell. On the other hand, The Wanted 
was formed by Jayne Collins. Both boy bands already have an album, 
millions of fans, and merchandise. The Wanted’s first smash single “Glad 
You Came,” was listed as #3 on the U.S. Top 100 chart for four weeks and 
is currently #22. 
One Direction’s “What Makes You Beautiful,” was listed as #4 for 2 weeks 
on the US Top 100 chart and is currently #16. Aside from music purposes, 
One Direction was on iCarly and even on SNL. On SNL, they were intro-
duced as their alter ego Juan Direction with each of them having differ-
ent names such as the following: Niall was named Dick, Harry as Carlito, 
Louis as Pepito, Liam as Martito, and Zayn as Miguelito.
The Wanted has been together since 2010 when each of them auditioned 
for Jayne Collins. Jayne also put together The Saturdays and Parade. 
In 2010, The Wanted was awarded the Hottest Boys and Biggest Break-
through awards. In 2011, they were awarded Best Breakthrough and Best 
British Music Act. Both One Direction and The Wanted were nominated 
for Best British Single with One Direction coming out as the winner. 
One Direction is set to perform at the closing ceremony for the Olym-
pics. Ed Sheeran is rumored to be sharing the stage with them as well, 
though nothing has been confirmed. The Wanted also had a part in this 
year’s Olympics. They ran with the Olympic torch through the small 
English town of Newton on Saturday, June 30, 2012. Both bands have had 
much success here in the United States and continue to grow worldwide.

 



         Unusual Ice Cream Flavors
 I scream, you scream, we all scream for Ice Cream! When peo-
ple think about ice cream, most of them will imagine chocolate, vanilla, 
and strawberry, but the flavors are far more than that. Read on to find out 
the top 8 weirdest ice cream flavor that will blow your mind.
  The top unusual ice cream goes to... First place goes to Cheese-
burger Ice Cream. The ice cream is made out of burger meat, cheese, 
french fries, and secret ingredients. The second place goes to Basashi 
Ice Cream. This flavor of ice cream consist horse meat in it! Haggis Ice 
Cream is in third place. Many may not know that Haggis Ice Cream 
means that sheep intestine are added in to the ice cream. Fourth place 
goes to Licorice Ice Cream. Licorice looks tasty, but when mashed to 
black goo looking ice cream..... not so tasty looking anymore. Garlic Ice 
Cream is next in line. These ice cream are spicy and may give you garlic 
breath. Sixth place belongs to Mashed Cone. This ice cream consist a 
susage, mashed potato, peas, and gravy spread all over it. Candied Bacon 
is the next place. Bacon, candies, syrup are all in a scoop of ice cream. 
Last but not least, the Sceret Breakfast! This extremely tasty ice cream 
consist bourbon, and cornflakes.  
 Are you puking your guts out or licking your lips? These ice 
cream flavors may sound distgusting  but it may also taste wonderful to 
you. Don’t stick to your regular flavor and try some today!
                                                                                  -Anita S.

 



Marvel vs. DC: Which is better?
By John T.

 There are two main comic book publishers: Disney-owned 
Marvel and Warner-Bros.-owned DC Comics.  But now it is time to 
decide: which of these publishing companies is better: Marvel or DC?
 Marvel was founded in 1939 under the name Timely Publica-
tions, with Stan Lee, one of the most recognizable comic book artists 
in the world, drawing for them. Nowadays, Marvel is one of the most 
recognizable comic book companies, thanks to the movie successes of 
The Avengers and The Amazing Spider-man. Although Marvel doesn’t 
have one main superhero like DC’s Superman, I think that Marvel 
has a wider variety of superheroes, including Thor, Iron Man, Captain 
America, the Hulk, and the X-Men. Marvel’s movies are more story 
driven rather than character driven. For example, in DC’s Superman 
Returns, the only reason that Superman returns to Earth is because he’s 
done looking for Krypton, not to defeat Lex Luthor, and not to reunite 
with Lois Lane. It was simply because he is bored. Those are the rea-
sons that Marvel is better than DC. 
 DC was created was founded in 1934 as National Allied Publi-
cations by Malcom Wheeler Nicholson. Nowadays, DC Comics have 
the two most recognizable superheroes: Superman and Batman. These 
superheroes are recognizable superheroes to young children and are 
often looked up to. The Batman movies are often enjoyed by fans that 
look for realism in their superhero movies and find the Avengers just a 
tad too unrealistic. The Justice League, made up of Superman, Bat-
man, Wonder Woman, the Green Lantern, and Aquaman, are one of the 
most powerful superhero organizations. That is why DC is better than 
Marvel.

Bronies
By Matt P. & John T.

 A brony (English, “bro” means male, “ny” comes from pony), by defini-
tion, is someone who watches the cartoon My Little Pony: Friendship is Magic and 
is not within the target demographic of little girls. When the show began in October 
2010, bronies (mostly males from 18-35) were instantly drawn to the show’s humor, 
art style, and characters. The creation of the fandom surprised Hasbro, the show’s 
creator Lauren Faust, and anyone else who worked on the show, but they were glad 
to accommodate the new viewers by appearing at fan conventions and including 
fandom named ponies in the show. 
 The brony subculture has often received a negative view from the public. 
Some people see watching a little girl’s show as a sign of being gay. Others, includ-
ing radio host Howard Stern, have taken watching the show the wrong way and 
perceive it as something more adult. Still others believe that the fandom-named 
character Derpy Hooves is slamming those with mental disabilities. Despite these 
discolorings, the fandom has remained strong.
 The fandom has influenced the show in many ways. For example, several 
background characters that appeared once or twice in the show were taken up by the 
fandom, extrapolated, and reappeared in the show as who the fandom made them. 
For example, the aforementioned Derpy Hooves had crossed eyes because of an 
overlooked animator. Bronies took this character and made her into a loveable klutz. 
She then returned to the show as the fandom envisioned her. Also, several toys have 
been made of bronies’ favorite ponies that are not part of the main characters. As one 
brony put it, the second season of the show would have been completely different if 
bronies didn’t exist.
 The fandom has also influenced pop culture as well.  Professional musi-
cians have released songs inspired by the show.  The show MAD released episodes 
based on the show.  There’s a secret level in the game Diablo III with enemies based 
on characters. Some famous bronies include Notch, the creator of the sandbox game 
Minecraft, electronic artist deadmau5, and Gabe Newell, the founder of video game 
company Valve.
 The fandom has expanded beyond its roots.  There are numerous websites 
dedicated to art, fan fiction & music.  Bronies are on numerous other websites.  
Bronies have even organized multiple BronyCons, conventions for bronies across the 
country to meet and mingle.  Artists, musicians, and other artistic personalities have 
used the show for inspiration.
 All in all, the brony subculture is about the same as the following of any other 
children’s show.  There are many naysayers, 
but the appeal of the show outweighs any hurtful 
actions taken against the community.



    Human Settlement on Mars
Mars is yet again on space’s agenda. NASA showed interest with their 
“Curiosity” rover said to arrive on Mars on the 6th of August. This 
rover’s main purpose is to see if Mars is capable of supporting micro-
bial life. The amounts of missions to Mars are increasing as our tech-
nology advances. This will play a big role in how much information 
we collect from Mars. 
 In 2023 Mars One is planning to create the first human settle-
ment on Mars. A habitable settlement will be ready for Mars’s first set-
tlers when they arrive. This settlement will support them as they work 
and live on Mars for the rest of their lives. A crew of more settlers will 
voyage to the compound every two years after 2023, helping to create 
a growing community on Mars. Mars One plans to have twenty people 
living and working on their new home on Mars.
 Mars One started development to their settlement throughout 
2011. They worked privately and didn’t seek publicity. Once their 
compound was completed, they contacted suppliers for components 
necessary for their mission. In 2013 Mars One will begin to select 
their forty astronauts needed for the trip. To help prepare the astronauts 
prepare for Mars, Mars One will build a replica of the settlement on 
Mars. The astronauts training sessions will be televised for the public 
to see. During January 2016, Mars One will launch their supply mis-
sion. The aircraft will land on Mars in October 2016 while carrying 
its cargo of 2,500 kilograms of food and other various supplies. Mars 
One’s astronauts land in 2023 and become the first humans to ever set 
foot on Mars. They are picked up by rovers and brought to the settle-
ment whose location was found by an earlier rover. The astronauts will 
set up remaining solar panels, and begin their expedition of their new 
home. On June of 2025, a second group of settlers will arrive at the 
compound. With them, they will bring new hardware, for example a 
bigger rover. This will help them discover more about their new planet.
 Living on Mars is not nearly as simple as how we live on 
Earth. New technology is necessary for human survival on Mars. 
 Mars One will use the Falcon Heavy by SpaceX as its launcher. 
SpaceX is also making a Lander for Mars One to use for landing on 
Mars and as a supply unit, living unit, and a life support unit. 
The Rover will also play a large role in life on Mars. The rover could 



be compared to a large electric tractor. It will have a robotic hand, and 
a digger arm to help in a wide variety of situations.  The rover will also 
be used to travel around mars, transport landers, measure the amount 
of water in the soil, etc. 
 

 Mars’ atmosphere is not sustainable for humans to walk around 
with any type of suit or protective gear. A Mars Suit is necessary. The 
Mars Suit is a specially pressurized suit similar to what astronauts 
wore on the moon. These Mars Suits will be created by Paragon Space 
Development.
 If everything works out successfully for Mars One, there 
should be people living on Mars 9 years from now, in 2023. This mis-
sion will make history worldwide and definitely become to next giant 
leap for mankind!

Gang Violence
     Gang violence is everywhere. Since it’s in 
all fifty states, there is no way to get around 
it. Gang violence occurs mostly in the urban 
cities. 23% of the students living in America 
from ages 12-18 have reported seeing gang vi-
olence in the last 6 months. Almost half of the 
public schools in the country have seen gang 
activity on campus. Gangs do a lot of stuff 
such as assault, burglary, and drive by shoot-
ing. If a member wants to leave a gang, other 
members use violence to prevent them from 
leaving. Street gangs vary in size. They can 
be large, or just a few people. The first street 
gang took place in New York (40 thieves) dur-
ing 1820, but Russian gangs had already been 
invented. By 1850, there were 200 gang wars. 
By 2006, 785,000 street gang members were 
active.

 By Vikram I.



                    Flavors of Jelly Beans
• Acid                           
• Bacon
• Baked beans
• Baking soda
• Beanstalk
• Blackcurrant
• Biscuit
• Bread
• Brussels sprouts
• Caterpillar
• Cauliflower
• Caviar
• Centipede
• Chicken
• Cod
• Compost
• Copper
• Cough medicine
• Diesel
• Earwax
• Dirt
• Egg yolk
• Eucalyptus leaves
• Glue
• Grass
• Horseradish
•  Hot sauce
These are the tastiest jelly beans in the world. So, if you ever think 
about eating jelly beans look for these flavors.
by Elexis

The Immortal Game of Paradox Fauna
A Short Story by Matt P.

 It was a dark and stormy night in Casejanistan.  The waves battered the 
small boats caught in the harbor of tiny Kernyo Island, off the southern cape of the 
nation.  A young mercenary of 30 years raced up the steps of the ancient Castle Zug-
zwang in the south of the island.  He pulled up his checkered scarf to keep the rain 
from slamming into his weather beaten face.  His emerald eyes glinted determinedly 
under his messy pale brown hair.  His long blue coat fluttered in the wind.  Still, he 
pressed on, remembering his important assignment.
 The young man stopped to stare up at the tower.  In the darkness, it seemed 
impossibly high.  Then lightning struck, revealing its true height.  The man gripped 
the tower, searching for handholds.  He found one in the checkerboard of bricks and 
he pulled himself up.  Hand over hand, foot over foot, he slowly ascended the tower.
 Finally, the young man reached his destination.  The top window of the 
tower was covered in an elegant stained glass window, portraying four horsemen 
fighting a monster.  The man kicked in the window, shattering it into hundreds of 
pieces.  He leaped into the room and looked around.  He pulled out his sword, a 
notched, dented blade with a crescent guard.  He slowly walked through the castle.   
Most of the castle guards didn’t notice him as he moved toward the inner sanctum of 
the castle.  Rookies, Paradox thought as he crept down staircase after staircase.  At 
the end of the stairway stood a large, ornate door.
 “Hey!” a deep voice shouted.  The man looked behind him and saw the cap-
tain of the guard.  The captain and two other guards rushed toward him, their swords 
drawn.  The man swung his sword in a deadly arc that cut all three to the ground in 
an instant.  The three guards fell to the ground in agony.
 “Who are you?” the captain asked through the pain.  “I’ve never seen any 
man fight as ferociously as you.”
 The strange man gave the captain a piercing stare.  “My name is Paradox 
Fauna.  And you’re right.  I’m not like any other man.”
 Paradox turned toward the door and pushed it open.  After closing it, he 
looked around to see the room he had entered.  Judging by the heavy use of blue mud 
bricks, he assumed he was in the Blue Oubliette.  The lack of light and the cool air 
were proof of their location, deep under the castle.  The walls were high and at the 
very bottom, no light shown.  Therefore, the warden, the Earl of Kernyo, needed the 
help of a special blue flame to intimidate his latest victim.
 “Now,” he said with a slimy tone, “tell me where you hid the Pendant of 
Magic and I will ensure that your death will be quick and painless.”
 “Never!” the small girl yelled.
 “Princess Thei, you don’t want me to have to use force, do you?”  The earl 
aimed the lantern toward a cage across the floor.  A pair of angry black eyes caught 
the light of the fire and snarled.  Paradox leaped from his perch and landed in be-
tween the Earl and the cage.
 “Let her go.”  Paradox ordered.
 “Fauna,” the earl spat, “you’ve been a thorn in my side for too long.  Pre-



pare for your doom!”  The Earl took a bow and shot an arrow at a rope hanging 
above the cage.  It dropped the door with a loud clang.  The beast stepped out.
 First came the tentacles.  There were seven of them, each covered in ancient 
crimson runes.  They spelled out cries of despair in long dead tongues.  Then, its 
head appeared.  The whole creature looked similar to an octopus, save for the miss-
ing tentacle.  The main difference was that it had the horns of a goat on its head and 
beady, angry black eyes.
 “Is that a…” Princess Thei asked in horror.
 “A queen-slasher.”  Paradox answered, readying his sword.
 “Yes.”  The earl looked pleased.  “It was formed eons ago, during the Epoch 
of Rotting Decay, by the souls of those who died in despair.  It has been waiting to 
bring chaos to the world for centuries.  And now, it is ready.  You are just a pawn to 
it!”
 “This is no game, Earl.”  Paradox exclaimed.  “That thing could destroy the 
earth!”
 The queen-slasher raised its head.  From somewhere, a bloodcurdling shriek 
sounded from it.
 Paradox looked at the beast again.  “Time to make my move.”
Paradox leaped into the air, bringing his blade toward the monster’s head.  The blade 
cleanly sliced through the rubbery body.
 Paradox turned toward the earl and the princess when a rumbling sound 
started from behind.  He turned to see the queen-slasher halves shaking.  From the 
cut side, a mirror of the other side grew.  The two monsters stood tall and defiant.
 “But how?” Princess Thei asked.
 “You fool!” the earl gleefully screamed.  “The queen-slasher will always 
reform if sliced.  You’ve just made it twice as easy to kill you!”
 Paradox studied the queen-slashers.  Their eyes emanated pure rage that 
seared Paradox’s soul.  Their three tentacles waved angrily as they moved toward 
him.
 That’s it! Paradox thought.  He closed his eyes and channeled his energy.  In 
his mind, the monsters, the earl, the princess, even the room disappeared.  All that 
existed was him, aloft on a sea of clouds.  He began falling. The wind tore off his 
coat.  His scarf wasn’t far behind, followed by his amber silk shirt.  His body slowed 
its descent as pure white wings folded from his back.  The moon darkened and even-
tually became completely red.
 He opened his eyes.  Instead of holding his sword, he gripped it in between 
his talons.  He spread his wings and cawed.  Paradox had transformed into a snow 
white eagle the size of a man.
 Paradox took off.  He soared toward the confused queen-slashers and tore 
through their rubbery skins.  When he landed, the tentacles were separated from their 
heads.  Paradox then grabbed the rope and wrapped the two heads together.  He took 
the sword in his beak and stabbed straight through the queen-slashers.  They let out 
a screech of agony and evaporated into mist.  Ghostly figures raced out of the bodies 
and fled the castle.  A shirtless Paradox landed behind the tentacles.
 “Checkmate, Earl.”  Paradox pointed his sword at the earl and princess.

 “How did you…?” the earl asked.
 “Simple.”  Paradox explained, walking toward them.  “When the 
monster is cut in half, it regenerates with half of its tentacles of each new 
body.  So if there are no tentacles…”
 “The monster ceases to exist!” Princess Thei finished.
 “Exactly.  Now hand over the princess!”
 The earl unlocked her chains.  “You may have won this time, but you 
haven’t seen the last of me!”
 The earl cut a rope with a hidden blade and let it carry him toward 
the top.
 “He’s getting away!”  Princess Thei shouted.
 “His plans have been foiled, princess.”  Paradox replied.  “He won’t 
be a threat for a long while.”
 “Thank you for saving me.” Princess Thei said.
 “No thanks necessary.  Just doing my job.” Paradox replied.  He be-
gan redressing.  “But you should leave Kernyo as soon as possible and return 
to the King and Queen.”
 “I will.  But please, take this.” Princess Thei asked.  She gave him 
her necklace.
 “What is it?”  Paradox asked, taking the ornate pendant.  The jewel 
that hung from the plain silver thread glittered red in the dim light.  The im-
age of the Bishop of Berneaed, the leader of Parliament, was engraved on the 
face.
 “This is the Pendant of Law.”  Princess Thei explained.  “It is one of 
the three sacred treasures of Casejanistan.  The earl has the Pendant of Poi-
son.  You must find the Pendant of Magic before him or he will have enough 
power to conquer the world.”
 Paradox placed the pendant inside of his shirt and tied the scarf over 
it.  “I will guard it with my life, Princess.”  Paradox turned to leave the dun-
geon.
 “Good luck!” the princess called.
 Paradox waved at her one last time and stepped outside.  The moon 
had come out from behind the clouds.  The storm was over, and the moon-
light gave everything an ethereal glisten.  He looked to the north, where the 
main island of Casejanistan awaited.  He walked toward the harbor, a new 
mission starting the next chapter in his life.



    
Lochte vs. Phelps

 Four years ago, Michael Phelps stole the show at the 
Beijing Olympics. He won a total of 8 gold medals in swim-
ming, breaking the world record for most earned medals in 
one Olympic. This year, another swimmer by the name Ryan 
Lochte has made a splash by beating Michael Phelps in some 
races. Previous to the start of the Olympics, Lochte talked 
about Phelps not practicing as much as most of the swim-
mers. 
 At the Beijing Olympics, Phelps was saying that the 
London Olympics were probably going to be his last Olym-
pics. Now that he’s back, everyone is wondering what hap-
pened. Lochte has already won gold and silver while Phelps 
hasn’t won any yet. In an interview with Ryan Seacrest, 
Phelps was asked that if he were to break the world record 
for most decorated Olympian, would his outlook on him-
self differ. Phelps said he would answer once the Olympics 
were over. Michael Phelps is not one to give up and he is still 
working hard to shatter the world record for most decorated 
Olympian. 
Wednesday, August 01, 2012
 Michael Phelps has broken the 48 year old world 
record of being the most decorated Olympian. Now, he has 
a total of 19 medals (15 gold, 2 silver, and 2 bronze). Larisa 
Latynina, a Soviet gymnast, was the world record holder for 
the title having 18 medals. Michael Phelps is recognized as 
the best swimmer in history and has truly set the standards 
high for anyone who competes in the Olympics. 

The Summer Olympics: History, Sports & Scandals
By Matt P.

 On July 27, the 2012 Summer Olympic Games began in London.  Millions 
of people watched at home, in the arena and around the world.  But the Olympics 
go back far longer than these games.  Let’s take a look at the movement that spans 
centuries, continents, and sports.
 The Ancient Olympic Games were held in Olympia, Greece, from 776 BC 
until 394 AD, a period of 1,170 years.  All free men who could speak Greek were 
eligible and competed for their city-states in various events like chariot racing, pank-
ration (think ancient MMA), running in armor, and pentathlon.  The winner received 
an olive branch, money, and eternal glory throughout Greece.  Unfortunately, the 
games were suppressed by the Roman emperor Theodosius I (or II, depending on 
whose story you hear) in an effort to promote Christianity.  About 3 centuries later, 
an earthquake destroyed the stadium at Olympia, killing any hopes that the Games 
may have been revived.
 Then, how do we still have the games today?  After the Greek War of 
Independence in 1821, interest began to swell for a revival of the games.  In 1870, 
the Panthinaiko Stadium played host to the first new Olympics since the 4th Century.  
However, the Olympics truly got back into full swing when Baron Pierre de Cou-
bertin founded the International Olympic Committee in 1890.  6 years later, the first 
official Olympic Games of the modern era were held in Athens, Greece.
 Now, some brief important moments.  The 1900 Games in Paris were the 
first to host women.  Chamonix, France, hosted the first Winter Games in 1924.  The 
first Paralympic Games, hosted for disabled athletes, happened in Rome in 1960.  
The 1994 Games in Lillehammer, Norway, began the tradition of alternating Olym-
pics.  From then on, an Olympic Games would happen every two years, and would 
alternate winter and summer.  The first Youth Olympic Games, for athletes from 14 
to 18, were held in Singapore in 2010.  The first Youth Winter Games happened 2 
years later in Innsbruck, Austria.
 But now, on to summer sports.  In order for an event to be in the Olympics, 
it must be widely practiced in 75 countries over four continents.  In the London 2012 
Games, there are 26 sports, after baseball and softball were eliminated from the 
Games in 2008.  The sports currently in the 2012 Games are:
• Aquatics (diving, swimming, water polo)
• Archery
• Athletics (track and field, running, race walking)
• Badminton
• Basketball
• Boxing
• Canoeing
• Cycling
• Equestrian (horse riding)
• Fencing



• Field Hockey (hockey on a field, not ice)
• Football (what we Americans call soccer)
• Gymnastics (rhythmic and trampoline included)
• Handball (the cool kind America doesn’t play; see picture)
• Judo
• Pentathlon (shooting, fencing, swimming, equestrian & running)
• Rowing
• Sailing
• Shooting (guns, that is)
• Table Tennis
• Taekwondo
• Tennis
• Triathlon (cycling, running, swimming)
• Volleyball
• Wrestling
14 sports have been Olympic sports, but have since been discontinued.  They are:
• Baseball
• Basque peloton (it’s kind of like tennis)
• Cricket
• Croquet
• Golf (returning in 2016)
• Lacrosse
• Jeu de paume (it’s sort of like tennis)
• Polo
• Rackets (it’s also like tennis)
• Rogue (it’s like croquet)
• Rugby(returning in 2016)
• Softball
• Tug of war
• Water motorsports
Now for some slightly scandalous behavior.  Everyone loves a good scandal.
• In 1912, Jim Thorpe was stripped of his medals because he played minor 
league baseball.
• The 1936 Olympics were held in Nazi Berlin.
• The equestrian events for the 1956 Melbourne Games had to be held in 
Stockholm, Sweden.
• Due to apartheid, South Africa was banned from the games from 1964 to 
1992.
• Tommie Smith and John Carlos performed the Black Power Salute on the 
stand.
• 11 Israeli coaches, athletes and judges were kidnapped and murdered by 
Palestinian terrorists in 1972.
• America refuses to accept the silver medal in men’s basketball 
from the 1972 Games, after a controversial match against the Soviet 

Crazy World Records
by Case V. 

-World’s Longest Fingernails (3 meters)-Chris Walton
(she has been growing them for 18 years)
-World’s Largest Crocodile (6.4 meters)-Philippines
-World’s Longest Tongue (9.75 inches)-Channel Tapper
(double the average/same length as Apple Iphone)
-World’s Most Married Person (23 marriages)-Linda Wolfe
-World’s Tallest Mohawk (27 inches) Eric Hahn
-World’s Most Cosmetic Surgeries (47 surgeries)-Cindy Jackson
-World’s Smallest Man (2’5”)-He Pingping
-World’s Most Straws in Mouth (264 straws) Marco Hort
-Most Weight Lifted With an Ear (135.7 lbs.)-Zafar Gill
-World’s Most Expensive Hotdog ($70)
(served with white truffle butter on a pretzel-bread bun)
-Most T-shirts Worn at Once (227 shirts)-Jeff Van Dijk
-World’s Oldest Table Tennis Player (97 years old)-Dorothy de Low
-World’s Largest Snail (15.5 inches)-African giant snail
(weighs two pounds)
-Fastest 100m Run on All Fours (18.58 seconds)-Kenichi Ito
(He walks using his hands more often than not)
-Heaviest Weight Pulled With Eye Sockets (907 lbs.)-Chayne Hultgren
-Most Tattooed Senior Citizen-Isobel Varley
(covers 93% of her body)
-World’s Longest Continuous Kiss-Nontawat Jaroengsornsinpose and 
Thanakorn Sittiamthong
(Lasted for more than 50 hours, no sleeping)
World’s Smallest Living Cat (6 inches from floor)-Fizz Girl
World’s Oldest Person (115 years old)-Besse Cooper
World’s Heaviest Woman (643 lbs.)-Pauline Potter



 If you’ve ever felt tempted to try marijuana or some other drug, 
you may think it’s only harmful to your body, but in fact, a considerable 
amount of your spent money is used to pay the transporters and the suppli-
ers of the drug. Around half of the weed the United States consumes origi-
nated from other countries. The U.S. continues to be the leading market for 
the buying and selling of illegal drugs.
 More than thirteen million Americans are still unaware of where 
their money goes after paying for drugs like cocaine, but still spend rough-
ly $60 billion a year on drugs. In New York alone, approximately $832 mil-
lion dollars are spent on illicit drugs. This is a staggeringly large amount. 
 All this money goes to the drug suppliers and transporters, who are 
members of drug cartels. A drug cartel is a criminal-based organization that 
primarily focuses on controlling where drugs come from and go to. The 
average drug user’s goal in the U.S. may not be to ultimately support this 
global drug economy, however they are responsible for what has caused it 
to become such an issue in the first place.
 Since 2008 more than 7,000 Mexican civilians, journalists, and 
policemen have been killed by being in the wrong place at the wrong time 
due to the drug industry and the criminals that run it. It is estimated that 
Mexico’s drug lords hire over 100,000 soldiers, about as many men as 
are in the Mexican army. This has all been made possible thanks to us. 
We have supported these same drug cartels to traffic illicit drugs over the 
American border and straight to our homes by continuing to buy drugs.
 Experimenting with pot is not uncommon.  In fact, millions of 
Americans, including children as young as 12 years of age, have experi-
mented with marijuana.  According to the World Health Organization, the 
percentage of Americans that have tried pot is higher than any other coun-
try on the entire planet. Hard to grasp, right? This extremely high demand 
has now made marijuana one of America’s leading cash crops.
 The selling of cannabis in the American market is responsible for 
more than 60% of Mexican drug lords’ profits, and it’s all because teenag-
ers and adults think that these drugs are only dangerous for themselves, 
when in reality they are helping drug cartels to express violence upon 
others.  Even though it may not be in our country, people are being killed, 
and we are the main reason why.  So let me ask you now, knowing all you 
already knew about how dangerous drugs can be for you yourself, do you 
really want to “just try” a smoke or two and fuel this nasty economy, which 
still continues to be a threat to this day?

     Drug Cartels by Case V.
                                                      

                               Dogs versus Cats
 
by Anita S. 

 Have you ever hesitated when you choose your pet? 
Dogs and cats are the most common pets in the US. Both 
animals have some good points and some not- so good points. As 
you read on, you will find the truth about these cuddly and ador-
able animals.

   Dogs are different from cats because of many reasons.  
They have a better sense of smell. The wet nose of a dog dis-
solves the scent molecule so they can smell better than humans.  
Dogs are known as a person’s best friend. Studies in Queen’s 
University said that people that own a dog are more likely to have 
a lower cholesterol and blood pressure.  You can train dog tricks; 
other dogs can even be search dogs. Owning a dog may affect 
the owner’s personality. For example, owners may be more so-
ciable, more agreeable, and more conscientious. 
 



 Cats on the other hand, are far more different from dogs.  
These fur balls have a better sense of hearing then dogs. Their 
upper range goes to 60 to 65 kilohertz so they can hear their kit-
ten and rodents. Recent studies said that people that own a cat 
may be smarter than dog owners. Researchers from University 
of Bristol said that cat owners are 1.36 times more likely to get 
a university degree.  Personalities of a cat owner have a general 
appreciation for art, emotion, adventure, unusual imagination, 
curiosity, and variety of experience. 
 Both animals aren’t entirely different. They both are 
furry and cuddly. Both have better hearing than humans. Stud-
ies say that having a pet, either a dog or cat, can be beneficial for 
a newborn baby.  The pet helps the child to build up his or her 
immune system and let them get a less chance of getting allergies.
 Now, the topic dogs are better or cats are better is still in 
discussion. But my advice to you is that choose wisely for your 
lovable companion, you might regret your choice. 
                                                                                                 

                                      Jolly Ranchers

Jolly Rancher is a brand of candy, including hard candy, gummies, fruit 
chews, jelly beans, lollipops, and sodas. It is currently owned by the 
Hershey Company. The product was originally produced by the Jolly 
Rancher Company, founded in 1994 by Bill and Dorothy Harmsem 
of Golden, Colorado. The Jolly Rancher Company made ice cream, 
chocolate, and candy sold at several “Ranch Maid Ice Cream” stores in 
the Denver area. The name was meant to suggest Western hospitality.

Jolly Rancher was sold to Beatrice Foods in 1966 and to Leaf in 1983. 
In 1996, Leaf North America was acquired by the Hershey Company. 
Jolly Rancher candies come in many different flavors, including blue 
raspberry, grape, green apple, and cherry. Other flavors include sour 
green apple, sour watermelon, sour cherry, sour blue raspberry, sour 
wild strawberry, wild strawberry, mountain berry, strawberry water-
melon, raspberry lemonade, blue raspberry, watermelon, orange, and 
cinnamon fire. Cinnamon fire is the only non-fruit based flavor of Jolly 
Rancher. Lemon was one of the original flavors, which has been dis-
continued and replaced by blue raspberry. There were no blue Jolly 
Rancher candies until a Catholic grade school class wrote to the com-
pany to request that a blue flavor be created.
by Daniela HV



Editing is hard
Purple team makes the movie
The movie is good

The striped team section
Is very hard to edit
In the end it’s great

The red team portion
Is almost fully finished
Casey Jane likes it

The orange section
Is quite close to completion
It’s entertaining

The green team is small
This session, though its deeds aren’t
They work very hard.

Purple is the best
Even though it isn’t done
We will finish it.

The theme of it is
The Wizard of Woz and it
Will make people laugh

Whenever Scott has
The camera, he tries to
Say, “Oh, man” often

During Fun Fridays
We go somewhere amusing
Or we barbeque

So many people
Need to be in the credits
Because they worked hard

by Alexander V.

Conserving Resources
by Anita S. 
 Humans use up 42 million acres of water each year. Humans use 
up 700 pounds of paper each year.  Humans produce 220 million tons 
of garbage each year.  Our world’s resources are being used up; is this 
something that you should care about? Yes, we could help our dear Earth 
by conserving resources!
Why should we conserve resources?
 Nobody wants to live in a pig sty. But as said earlier, humans 
produce millions and millions of garbage each year. This amount of trash 
is equivalent to 82,000 football fields.  We live in a beautiful world right 
now and we want to leave it this way for the next generation. 
 That is why we should conserve resources !
 Many people may not know this, but waste can affect one’s 
health. A common way that people dispose trash is they burn them. When 
you burn these trashes, it produces smoke with harmful chemicals. This 
smoke will affect your health, your family’s health and other people 
around you. People who had contact with these smoke may experience 
discomfort, headaches, nausea, dizziness, or may trigger asthma attacks.        
How can we conserve resources?
  Reduce! Reuse! Recycle! One way to conserve resources is to 
recycle everything. Newspaper, glass, aluminum foil, motor oil, metal, 
cans, and pans, etc are all recyclable.  Save your kitchen scraps and put it 
in your compost pile. Donate your old items such as old clothes and toys 
to charities. You can also pass down old clothes to your younger sibling. 
Use a paper more than one time by using the other side of the paper. 
 Do something that is little but makes a big difference. Don’t let 
the water run when you brush your teeth. Turn off the light when you are 
leaving the room. Unplug plugs when you are leaving your house and you 
will save a lot of energy from electricity in a year. 
 Do something TODAY!  Why not make a difference? 



Foie Gras and Veal

     I’m here to tell you about foie gras. It is the liver from ducks or 
geese that have become fat by force feeding. Force feeding is when 
they force the animals to over eat corn boiled in fat. The farmers 
make the ducks become fat for the buttery taste. They stick a tube 
in the duck’s mouth and force food down. The esophagus gets 
bruised and it leads to infections. Force feeding takes place 12-18 
days before the duck is slaughtered.
 Foie gras is one of the top cuisines in France. It is known 
for its rich and buttery taste. Foie gras is produced the most in 
France. But in 2003, people in France started protesting and even-
tually, the French government passed a law that banned force feed-
ing. Foie gras is very unhealthy because of how fatty it is.
 Veal is beef. The cow is slaughtered when it is about 12-18 
weeks old. Veal is a very important French and Italian cuisine. 
People mostly eat the bone marrow, kidney, and liver of the calf.

by Vikram I.

                     Bacon by Clayton

                   The Origin of Bacon
The word “bacon” was originally an English term for all pork in general. 
It wasn’t until the sixteenth century until bacon meant the delicious strips 
of pork cured with salt. The word bacon comes from German and French 
dialects. It comes from the French word bako and common Germanic beckon 

and Old Teutonic Backe, which all refer to the 
back. 

                 

   Cuts of Bacon The delicious food bacon comes in many different 
cuts. Streaky bacon comes from the pork belly. It is most common form of 
bacon in the United States. Middle Bacon comes from the side of the pig. It 
is intermediate in fat content and flavor. Back Bacon comes from the loin in 
the middle of the back. It is also referred to as Irish or Canadian bacon.
Eccentric Bacon Products
Bacon can be seen in a variety of different products. In some, it is used as a 
flavoring and others use real bacon. Some of these include bacon ice cream, 
bacon infused vodka, deep fried bacon, and chocolate dipped bacon, and 
much more. 
 Conclusion
 Bacon has changed many 
people lives with its greatness. 
Life wouldn’t be the same with-
out bacon. Dishes like the BLT, 
the bacon burger, and bacon 
and eggs wouldn’t be possible. 
If you would like to learn more 
about bacon, please visit: http://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bacon

                                         Cooking Bacon
  Bacon can be prepared in many dif-
ferent ways.  It can be smoked, boiled, fried, or 
grilled. Bacon can be added to almost any dish 
to help enhance the flavor. Some of my per-
sonal favorite dishes with bacon are the BLT, 
Bacon burgers, and Bacon wrapped hot dogs. 
There are many great recipes evolving bacon. 

I recommend baconrecipes.net, they have some 
great recipes. 
see more at http://www.baconrecipes.net/BaconRecipes.htm
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