INTRODUCTION
by Dominique

This is the Zine. The Purple team has worked
hard all session to put this Zine together. The
Zine is a magazine that takes you on a tour
through all the fun things that all the teams,
the Red, Orange, Green, Striped, and of
course the one and only Purple teams, went
through during this session. The Purple Team
all had a chance to be advocates about a serious article. We also got to write fun articles
just for an enjoyable reading experience.
HOPE YOU ENJOY!!!!!!
Sincerely,
The Purple Team

Please note the views expressed in this magazine by Purple Team
participants do not necessarily reflect the views of the Museum.

Purple Team
By Leia

Here at SOS, the Purple Team is known as the communication team. Not only do we write the Zine you are reading
right now, we also work on the summer-long movie and
volunteer in the Museum itself. For the Zine, each Purple
Teamer picks a serious topic they want to advocate about,
such as gender equality or animal abuse. In addition, each
person writes a fun article, with topics ranging from potatoes
to fanfiction. We use the Zine to spread important news and
educate the rest of the camp on topics that we are passionate
about.
Another part of Purple Team is working on the big movie.
Each year, Purple Team produces a movie that we work on
throughout all four sessions of SOS. Not only is it entertaining, it also advocates for the camp because we incorporate
explanations of each team into the plot. To do this, Purple
Team visits each team at their various service sites and interviews them about the service they are doing.
Finally, we also help out on the Museum Floor. We set up
Floor Activities, which are arts and crafts stations for the
museum visitors to enjoy. Some popular activities include
making masks, sand art, and dry ice.

Green Team
By Leia, Cyndi, and Julia

Orange Team
by Steve, Miguel, Jose
Orange Team goes every day to Gardner Elementary
school to help the teachers take care of the children in their
Estrella Family Services Program. Orange Team does activities
with the little children. For example, one of the activities that
they do with the children is play on the playground. More
activities they do with the little kids at Estrella include dancing,
playing games inside, and reading. All around, they just have a
great time. I think the Orange Team has a great experience with
the little kids because they know that they are doing something
good for the community.

The Green Team of SOS is also known as the
environmental team. That means the service sites they
visit all have to do with helping the environment, such
as the Guadalupe River, Don Edwards Wildlife Refuge,
Our City Forest and the CDM garden. Their mission is to
keep our planet clean and full of life.
When we visited the Green Team at the Guadalupe River, they were picking up trash such as bits of glass
and plastic bags. In addition, they were testing the dirty
water to find the pH level. The Green Team also helped
to clean the visitor center at Don Edwards, where giant
spider webs occupy corners of the room. They pull weeds
like hemlock and other invasive plants as well. At Our
City Forest, they plant and take care of trees. When they
visit the CDM garden, they water plants, pull weeds, and
keep the plants alive and healthy.

The Orange Team does a good thing by putting a smile
on kids’ faces. They do this by having fun with them by the
activities they do. The Orange Team participants are also role
models to the little kids because they show them how to behave and teach them things that will be useful later in life. Also
Oange Team teaches the little kids to read when they have story
time. By doing this the Orange Team is helping raise the future
generation.

Red Team
by Benjamin

The Red Team does more of the “traditional” community service, such as working at food banks, helping out at
libraries, and also doing activities with children like the Orange
Team. The Red Team most commonly goes to SMUM, or Santa
Maria Urban Ministry, to have fun with the children and also
help at the food bank there. Also, this year, the Red Team painted a mural on two empty white walls, letting children and also
the workers there have a more energetic place to work and play.
The mural took a total of four sessions to finish, meaning that
all summer the Red Team worked on the mural.
The Red Team helps out in the community by giving
low-income families the help they should get and also allowing
food workers to relax a little bit. The Red Team also lets the
community have an easier lifestyle, since they help out the community and people know they are there to help. The Red Team
is one of the most “traditional” teams, since helping out the
community is what community service was all about.

Striped Team
By: Fernanda

The Striped Team is the team that leads the SOS program. The
leaders of this amazing group are David, Nick, and Saira. The Striped
Team visits and helps many sites like Second Harvest. One thing they
did there was see which food is good and which ones are rotten. For
example, they can harvest Watermelon.
The kids on the Striped Team are kids that can go on to be
leaders in the future (like David, Nick, and Saira) because they are all
incoming 10th graders. Some groups focus on one team like Orange
Team plays and help kids, the Green Team helps the environment, the
Purple Team works with technology and the Red Team does community
service. The Striped Team, on the other hand, does a little bit of them
all. That’s probably why their called the Striped Team since they are a
mix. The only difference is that the Striped Team participants have a bit
more power than the participants on any other team. One way that the
participants on the Striped Team have more power is that they can share
their ideas in public and that would help them in the future if they are to
become an intern on a team like Red, Orange, Green, Purple, or Striped
Team.
Striped can also make up their own game in Rev-Up (which is
an activity when a team can tells the people what game they have invented and everyone can play it) and Reflection (which is at the end of the
day, opposite of Rev-Up). A game the Striped Team invented was World
War Koosh. In the end, the Striped Team is amazing for who they are,
what they do for people, and does many things that help people.

China’s limitation on video games
by Benjamin

A few years ago, China implemented a system that forced minors
under the age of 18 to play less than 3 hours of online games per day.
This system was implemented in wake of the online gaming industry
attracting millions of players in China and over a billion around the
world. Currently, League of Legends, an online MOBA (Multiplayer
Online Battle Arena) game developed by Riot Games, is the most popular online game in the world. A study of online gaming cafés (places
where you can rent computers to play games) in China showed that
the most popular game was League of Legends, followed by Meng San
Guo, a Chinese-developed MOBA game, then followed by the Warcraft III: Frozen Throne modification Defense of the Ancients 2, also a
MOBA game.
However, play time also has to be taken into consideration, as each
game has its own unique style and game progression. An average
League of Legends game takes about 40 minutes, while an average
Defense of the Ancients 2 game takes about 100 minutes. However,
for the average game of Meng San Guo, each game takes about 140
minutes, over two hours. This is a major time difference from League
of Legends, as each game of Meng San Guo is about triple the time of a
League of Legends game. However, the time of the game also depends
on the skill of the individual teams and also their teamwork. Players
can feed, die on purpose, get fed, get many kills, leave or go AFK, leave
the game so the match becomes unbalanced, or just play normally.

To prevent players from playing too much, China has implemented a
3 hour limitation on online games that have consequences that many
players would avoid. For example, playing over three hours will halve
your total credits (in-game currency that you get from games) earned
and over five hours of play time will delete all your credits. There have
also been rumors that if minors play for over a specific limit, they will
be banned from the game and all online access will be barred from that
specific computer. However, a drawback that the Chinese government
has met were the online “cafes” that they could not limit, as they had no
idea whether minors or adults were using the computers. However, the
Chinese government has begun restrictions on adults also since a man
died in 2009 from playing online games three days in a row. These limitations have not yet been implemented, since the majority of citizens
in China are against these laws.
What is the point of these laws in the first place? All citizens should
have the right of playing what they want however they like. Parents
should restrict minors from playing, not the government. Also, adults
have the right of choosing what they do. If they do play for three days
in a row and die, it was their responsibility for choosing to do so. However, parents should have their own restrictions in their house, not the
government making restrictions. If minors choose to play more than
three hours a day, their parents should restrict them, not the government. The Chinese government is acting like a restricting parent all on
its own.
Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Online_gaming_in_China

F.C. Barcelona
By Steve

F.C. Barcelona is currently in fifth place of the best soccer clubs of the world. Their year with the most titles won was
2009 with 6 cups. They were ranked the best soccer team in the
world from January 2010 to March 2012. This team has over 20
La Liga titles. La Liga is the Spanish first division league. F.C.
Barcelona is one of three teams that have played only in the first
division of La Liga. They’ve never gone any lower than the first
division. The other two teams that have played in first division are Real Madrid and Athletic Bilbao. Barcelona also has
26 cups, 11 Supercups, 2 Copa Eva Duarte and 2 league cups.
Barcelona also has the best soccer player in the world which is
Messi. Messi is the only player to win 4 Ballons d’Or and the
youngest. Messi is also the top goal scorer in history with 381
goals in 464 games. Barcelona also has Iniesta which he is one
of the best midfielders of his age; he has been in the club since
2002. Barcelona’s rivals are Real Madrid.

Messi(left)
Iniesta(right)

Your Front Lawn
by Anya

In this world, or at least America, we are lawn obsessed. I’m
not talking about lawns on soccer fields, or in PE class, but lawns that
are sitting in front of houses unused. Even though it looks nice in
front of your house, it wastes a ton of water, and has almost no use.
The front lawn was not as common in the late 18th century
in America. As said by American-Lawns.com, “instead, the area just
outside the front door of a typical rural home was typically packed
dirt or perhaps a cottage garden that contained a mix of flowers,
herbs, and vegetables,” and in England only the wealthy had lawns.
Having your front lawn replaced by a garden is much more useful,
and less wasteful.
Grass can also waste a lot of water. You have to water your
lawn about 3 times a week, and most people waste this water by watering during the day. Watering during the day will make it so that all
the water evaporates and doesn’t reach the
roots of the grass. This is why almost 50% of landscaping water is
wasted. Wasting water is especially bad right now because of the
drought we are in. We have to conserve water more than ever. As said
by Dan’s Blog “3,322,152,000 imperial gallons of water,” is what is
needed to water the lawns of 50,000 homes, or one city.
Maybe before iPhones and other electronics, all the kids
playing outside used their front lawns, but not anymore. I rarely see
anyone playing outside in their lawn. People are too busy working,
going to school, or staying indoors with their electronics. Most people
are only home to sleep and eat dinner. This means that people barely
even have time to play in their front lawn, and if you’re going to play
outside there is always the back yard, which is much safer, and you
won’t lose your ball in the street.
In conclusion, I truly believe the front lawn should not exist.
If you want a healthy environment, replace your lawn with an alternate option, or water your current lawn at night when the water won’t
evaporate. Your lawn may look pretty now, but it won’t if our earth
starts to die around us.

Ferns

An Informational Article by Leia

Ferns are these super cool plants that have been around
for 300 million years. They are very diverse in appearance, with
sizes ranging from only a couple inches tall to 80 feet! Huge
ferns are also known as fern trees, which are absolutely adorable
in my humble opinion. They have these green leaf-like things
called fronds, which basically consist of two main parts: the
stipe (leaf stalk) and the blades which are the little leaves that
expand off the stipe.
In addition, ferns are known to be the home of fluffy
baby bunnies and other various little rodents. Bunnies enjoy
digging under the fern to find the roots, which they suck on.
Fern roots are a great source of vitamin D and other minerals.
Bunnies are the cutest things on the planet, in case you didn’t
know. I love bunnies! I actually used to have one as a pet, but he
died last year which made me extremely sad because my bunny
was absolutely adorable.
Cats are also really cute. I love the munchkin cat, which
is a normal cat in most senses except it has tiny, adorably
stumpy legs that make it look forever like a kitten. Another
animal with tiny adorable legs is a corgi dog. Corgis have big,
triangular ears and long, chubby bodies that seem far too large
for its tiny stumpy legs. I love dogs so much. Maybe even cuter
than the corgi is the corgi-husky mix. It has the coloring and
facial features of a husky, but the tiny stumpy legs and huge ears
of the corgi. They’re simply adorable. Animals are the best. Also
ferns are pretty cool.

Fast Food

by Dominique

The history behind fast food starts back in the 17th century. On
the website How Stuff Works, the article The History of Fast
Food by Tracy Wilson states that there was a bad reputation
for hamburgers. People thought that they were low-quality and
were made from “slaughterhouse scraps and spoiled meat. The
first fast food restaurant with an assembly line system opened
in 1921.” This restaurant was called White Castle, opened by
Walt A. Anderson with Billy Ingram. White Castle’s mission
was to change the perception of hamburgers.
		
Seventy percent of children from six to seven
think that fast food is healthier than food made at home. The
McDonald brothers then opened a newly planned restaurant in
the 1948. Soon after many other fast food companies opened
that are still known today, restaurants like Taco Bell, Wendy’s,
KFC, Jack in The Box, Carl’s Jr., and Burger King.
In How Stuff Works, it says “The National Restaurant
Association says that the sales of fast food totaled $163.5 billion
in 2005.” The sales are still growing. McDonald’s sales alone
grew about 5.6 percent.

Many people wonder why the fast food companies are
making so much money on profit. There have been
many studies on the ingredients in McDonald’s food.
People say that McDonalds uses this pink slime in their
beef patties. The pink slime that is used is called ammonia they are used to clean all the bacteria.
There is a big controversy between the problem
of fast food being good for today’s society or not. There
is an unclear history for fast food and how much of a
bad turn it has taken over the years. To help support
against buying fast food, you can wake up earlier to
make your own meals for the day. The fast food companies can either provide healthier food choices or they
can simply reduce the amount of food that they are
giving in one serving. It would also help you live longer.

How to Annoy Younger Siblings
by Mary

1. If they are on the computer, pick them up and carry them

upstairs (or downstairs if the computer is upstairs).

2. Mouth whatever they say.
3. Imitate what they do when they make a tantrum.
4. If they charge at you, block their attack.
5.

If they are being mean, act like you don’t care.(Be all nice
and stuff!)

6. If they come up to you and say stuff like , “I hate you” and

“You’re stupid”, respond saying, “Awww, I love you, too.”

7. If they are taking a warm shower, take a big cup of water

and ice. When they don’t notice, pour it on them.

8. If they don’t want to get out of bed, put ice on their feet.
9. Sing their least favorite song over and over again!
10.

Act like you are the parent.Whenever they try to annoy
you, completly ignore them.

Same Sex Marriage
by Sean

Same sex love has existed since ancient times. In ancient Rome,
many male artists were bisexual or even homosexual, this includes
Leonardo da Vinci. The first attempted gay marriage in the USA was
on the eighteenth of May, in 1970, when two University of Minnesota
students, Richard John “Jack” Baker and James Michael McConnell
applied to Hennepin County District Court clerk Gerald Nelson for a
marriage license. Gerald Nelson denied the application because they
were both men. The couple then sued Mr. Nelson, claiming the Minnesota law for marriage made no mention to gender. However, the courts
were not impressed, and when the couple took the dispute to the US
Supreme Court they rejected the suit as well. This, and more events to
follow, led Maryland to be the first state to ban same sex marriage by
law.
When Maryland banned same sex marriage, it led to a huge
chain of states making same sex marriage illegal. It wasn’t until 2004
that Massachusetts made gay marriage legal. Before then, it was legal
to marry in countries such as Denmark, but when Massachusetts made
it legal to marry couples of the same gender it led to California, Connecticut, Iowa, Vermont, New Hampshire, the District of Columbia,
New York, Washington State, Maryland, Minnesota, and Hawaii from
the years of 2009-2013. It was only recently, in 2014, that Illinois, Oregon, and Pennsylvania made same sex marriage legal in their states.
It is a common argument that same sex marriage is not traditional or is unnatural and it is unconstitutional. However, marriage
itself is unnatural, and the marriage between a man and a woman is
accepted by society meaning that it isn’t usually thought of as being
wrong. It is currently legal to conduct a same sex marriage in 19 states,
and the District of Columbia, and illegal in 31 other states. Even if you
yourself are not part of the LGBT (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender)
community, you can still help to support the cause by spreading the
word, telling your friends, posting about it on social media, or protesting for the right for homosexual couples to marry legally in the other
states, where it is currently illegal.

Real Madrid
by Miguel

Real Madrid is currently ranked #1 soccer team in the world.
In 1902 the Real Madrid team got started, the team has traditionally
worn their white home uniform. The team owns the world’s richest
soccer club. The team was regained by Perez in 2009 the team was
made by buying players from other teams like Christion Ronaldo one
of the best players in the world.
Cristiano Ronaldo was born February 5, 1985 plays forward
and is now captain of Real Madrid. He has won many golden trophies
like the European golden soccer shoe. He has played for Manchester
United, Portugal, Sporting Lisbon, and Real Madrid. Cristiano Ronaldo is the second richest athlete at 80 million dollars.
Real Madrid has won over 100 trophies since the beginning
till now. They scored 4,480 in their first Spanish league from 1982 to
2002.They have also won 31 game in a row without losing. They have
won 2 UEFA cups. And their team captain Cristiano Ronaldo won
two Ballones de Oro for the team.

How to Be Good at StarCraft
by Josh

If you have ever played StarCraft and felt like you needed to
get into the higher leagues, there are some tips you should use.
Here you will see the best strategies for each race.
For a Zerg player, you should always rush Zerglings.
Zerglings are super strong, but are kind of slow. Even so, the
metabolic boost upgrade is a pointless waste of money. Spawning pools are always something you should prioritize. As soon
as your spawning pool finishes, make as many Zerglings as
possible and keep attacking the other base(s). Even if the first
attack fails, keep doing it. If you see the opponent build anything with an AOE (area of effect) attack, just send in one ‘ling
at a time. You will most likely win all the time!
If you choose to be a Terran player, choose a different
race to play. If you insist to be Terran, just build marines. Marines can tank quite a bit so there is no need to kite. No matter
what, do not build any other troops. Not even medivacs. Medivacs are the worst unit in the whole game. If you see

anyone else use them, they probably are new to the game
and don’t know anything. Never build a factory. Put reactors on all barracks and make marines. Tech labs are a waste
of time for the typical Terran. If you lose, it is because you
picked Terran. If you win, it is because of me.
Protoss is the cheapest class. Cheap as in low mineral costs. This means that you shouldn’t worry about your
economy at all. This means you don’t need to build any extra
probes, save the minerals for units. All the good units don’t
cost gas to make, so don’t build an assimilator. The units that
do cost gas are actually not very good for the competitive
player. Basically just build carriers. You do not need to upgrade them, mostly because upgrades cost so much gas and
you don’t need that garbage as Protoss. If carriers are not
your style, switch race to zerg and refer to paragraph 2.
If for some reason you never win, just keep practicing these strategies. These are all the professional strategies
so they are good to use. By following my tips you will be
guaranteed into the bronze league which is in the top ten
leagues!

Coyotes of the Border
By Jose
Based on http://openborders.info/coyote-fees/, coyotes are people that get payed to
cross people over the border. There are many people that use coyotes to get across because they are
the experts of the border and know all the ways
to get to the other side for a better life. Coyotes
can charge up to 3,000-4,000 and there are also
some coyotes that are bad and end up abandoning
you, also coyotes sometimes kill you are or do bad
things to you. Many coyotes charge the people
and then leave them at the border and take their
money. Coyotes are not normally the best way to
cross the border. Some people just cross the border by themselves not knowing which way will be
the best and sometimes the way they take end up
being a wrong choice and die.

Many people don’t trust the coyotes but they are
the only people that know so many people end up
giving all life savings for a person that they don’t
even know and that could just leave you alone with
nothing and they will still get paid. Coyotes charge
based on the risk it takes to cross because there
are some coyotes that cross people by car by hiding them, there are some coyotes that cross people
through some tunnels that they make, or the most
risk dangerous one is through the desert. Coyotes
know when is the right time to cross and it’s more
reasonable to cross in the night. Based the article
the coyotes know best but don’t do their job right
or don’t want to help people that really need help to
cross.

Fun Facts About Endangered Animals!
by Fernanda
Cheetahs

*Fastest mammal in the world
*Lives in grasslands in the central, east, southwest Africa and
Iran
*Can run up to 60 miles per hour
*Cheetahs can run up to 1000 km in about 3 seconds
*When cheetahs run they use their tail to control which place
they go like left of right/steering
*Cheetahs purr and growl, but they do not roar
*The Female cheetahs chose a place to have their cubs
*The moms are the only ones that take care of the cubs, the
father does not help
*Females live alone, but the males live in groups with about 2 or
3 cheetahs

picture 1

Pandas
*Giant Pandas live in China
*Giant Pandas are black and white with black
patches on their eyes
*A baby Giant panda/cub weigh about 5 oz. when
they are born
*Giant Pandas can eat up to 22 lb
*Giant Pandas mostly just eat bamboo
*Females take care of cubs on their own
*Giant Pandas can live to 20 years if they live in
the wild
*Pandas are good at climbing

Pollution
by Cyndi

Pollution. It’s one of the most discussed topics of all
time, and is one of the leading problems in today’s society. Civilization has tainted the water with oil spills and pesticides, and
dirtying the air with cars and factories. Our species relies on the
tools that emit harmful chemicals, and we’ve become so dependent on them that there is almost no way to turn back now.
Pollution is killing our planet, and even though many people
have started to try to solve the problem, is it already too late?
the website Conserve Energy Future states, “Air Pollution is the most prominent and dangerous form of pollution.”
If it gets bad enough, it could make your evening walk outside
into a death waltz. Air pollution is caused by even the slightest
of activities like cooking, driving, or keeping a fireplace going.
The consequences of air pollution are too great, and the risk is
very high. Also, much of the air pollution is causing our o-zone
to disappear.

Water and ground pollution are also topics worthy of
discussing. Waste dumped in the sea has caused terrifying effects to the ecosystem. Many animals that may live in the water will choke on the waste and die, or hold deadly substances
in themselves and kill the next animal or person that eats
them. Fresh water is also running out, and some countries do
not have access to fresh water anymore. Ground pollution is
causing many of our crops to become contaminated. When
industrial farmers spray insecticides on their crops, the soil is
tainted with it, so the crops can no longer gain nutrition from
it, and can no longer grow properly. Conserve Energy Future
confirms this by stating,” Use of Insecticides and pesticides
absorbs the nitrogen compounds from the soil making it unfit
for plants to derive nutrition from.” This leads to massive
areas of land no longer fertile, and thus depleting our amount
of food available.
People these days have started to find solutions to our
many problems. They aren’t the only ones who can help our
planet. You can join the cause and stop our plant’s supposedly
unavoidable fate! Help pick up trash on the beaches or plant
some trees in your front lawn. Also, recycle! It’s not a hassle,
and it saves the planet, one piece of paper at a time. Let’s work
together to end the problems of Pollution!

20 Utterly Useless Random Facts
					
Julia
1. Chocolate milk was invented in Ireland.

2. Coconuts kill more people than sharks every year.

15. The lint that collects in the bottom of your pockets has a name
– gnurr.
16. A cubic inch of bone is about four times as strong as concrete.

3. German is the second most spoken language in North Dakota.

17. You can get a rough estimate of the temperature by counting
the number of times a cricket chirps in 15 seconds, then adding
37.

5. Cambridge University is older than the Aztec and Inca empires.

19. Shakespeare and Pocahontas both lived during the same time.

4. Norway once knighted a penguin, whose full name is Colonel-in-Chief Sir Nils Olav.
6. Calculus was derived years after Harvard was founded.

7. There are more ways to shuffle a deck of cards than there are
atoms on Earth.
8. Horses can’t breathe through their mouths.

9. Light roast coffees have more caffeine than dark roasts.

10. There is a basketball court on the top floor of the U.S. Supreme
Court Building. It’s known as the “highest court in the land.”
11. Hours before his assassination, Martin Luther King Jr. had a
pillow fight in the hotel he was staying at.
12. A “butt load” is an actual unit of measurement, equivalent to
126 gallons.
13. A day on the planet Venus is longer than a year on Venus.

14. Crocodiles are more closely related to birds than to lizards.

18. The voices of Yoda and Miss Piggy were done by the same person.
20. Wombat poop is square.

Why Children Are Crossing the U.S./Mexican Border
By Steve
Most of the people that cross the United States/Mexican
border are children. These children are leaving their homes
for many reasons. First, children leave their homes because
their country is full of violence. Based on the article New
Report Helps Explain Why Central American Children
Are Leaving Their Home Countries, the author states that
“…crime, gang threats, or violence appear to be the strongest determinants for children’s decision to emigrate. When
asked why they left their home, 59 percent of Salvadoran
boys and 61 percent of Salvadoran girls list one of those
factors as a reason for their emigration.”
Another reason why children leave their home countries is of the extreme poverty there is in their home country. According to the article, New Report Helps Explain
Why Central American Children Are Leaving Their Home
Countries, the author states that “…, for example, extreme
poverty is identified as the most common reason for why
children decide to leave.” The final reason why children
decide to leave is to reunite with their family in the other
country. In the same article, previously stated above, the
author states “In addition, about 35 percent of the minors
interviewed reported family reunification as a reason for
their emigration, but in many of those cases the desire to
reunite with a family member in the U.S. is cited in addition to the fear of crime and violence.”

This affects the youth in the United States because many of them are Hispanic/Latinos. Some of the
children that are at the United States/Mexican border
are brothers, sisters, or cousins. The U.S. people should
allow these children to have a new life here in the U.S.
because these children travel by themselves. Sometimes
the coyotes that bring them abandon the children half
way through the trip. Coyotes are usually men who are
paid from $3,500 to $4,000 to take people from their
home country to the United States but almost all of the
coyotes abandon the people half way through the trip.
This is unsafe for the children and endanger their lives.
This should be changed so that the children don’t keep
on risking their lives.

Starbucks
by Dominique

Starbucks started in 1971 by Jerry Baldwin, Zev Siegl, and Gordan Bowker in Seattle, Washington. Starbucks has many different kinds of coffee and other kinds of pastries. Most people
love Starbucks because of the sugary taste that the coffee gives
off, but many people don’t think about what goes in the coffee
that they drink. They might think that everything that goes in
their coffee is okay and good for them. There are many drinks
though that does have potential toxins in them. Starbucks does
not really sell organic coffee at most locations. This means that
the ingredients that are put in their coffee have pesticides.
The Starbucks logo was first supposed to be a wood-cut
style image of a two tailed mermaid or siren, but things have
changed a lot over the years. Now the logo is supposed to be a
mermaid with her hair covering her body. In the website coffee.
org in the article, History of Starbucks it says that, Starbucks
name came from the Captain Ahab’s first mate in the classic
novel Moby Dick, who was named Starbuck.

Aside from owning other coffee shops, Starbucks also
owns the Hear Music label and Ethos bottled water.
Though Starbucks is a very successful company, they
now have the reputation of being too corporate and
powerful for the “laid-back world of coffeehouses.”
Now, Starbucks has expanded to more than 1700
stores in 55 countries around the world. The country
with the most Starbucks locations is still the United
States which has 11,000 locations.
Starbucks history has had its ups and downs
throughout its existence but it is still one of the most
successful coffee shop businesses in the United States
with its mass production and with their different
variety in drinks and tastes.

Bullying
by Miguel

Bullying is an aggressive behavior that causes
long lasting problems between the bully and the victim.
Statistics show that the most common reason kids are
bullied in schools is because bullies want to let all their
anger out or to impress someone and they pick kids that
they know that they can beat such as “nerd” and “weak”.
Bullies without even realizing it they do more damage to
the victim than they think. Victims after being bullied
a lot try to commit suicide and some just bully back so
that others feel the pain that they felt.
On average, the amount of kids being bullied
just in California is around 30% and the amount of kids
bullying others is around 30% percent too which means
that there is a bully for each kid that is bullied. What we
can

do to stop bullying is that for kids that see bullying
to tell a teacher or stand up to the bully and for
parents that know that their child is not behaving well is to at least try to discipline them. The
smallest thing can also make a change like going
to schools and starting a club to stop the bullying
and if you were bullied at one point try to inspire
others.
Bullying is one of the most dangerous and
harmful things in a kids life. Cyber bullying and
school bullying may cause kids that have been bullied to try to commit suicide. Bullies may bring a
kids life to an end but also to the kid’s family. Make
a change about bullying before it is too late.

Highest Paid Soccer Players
By Jose
Some of the highest paid soccer players in the
world are Cristiano Ronaldo, Messi, Zlatan Ibrahimovic,
Gareth Bale, Radamel Falcao, Neymar, Wayne Rooney,
Sergio Aguero, Yaya Toure, and Fernando Torres. The
highest paid soccer player in the world is Cristiano Ronaldo who makes about 82 million euros a year. Cristiano
Ronaldo plays for the best team off all time based on
world rankings Real Madrid is the best. What I noticed is
that most of the best players come from Spain and then
there are some individuals like Messi and others. Messi is
2nd best paid in the world but I think Messi can be paid
more like Cristiano Ronaldo but he doesn’t won much
because he doesn’t do a lot of sponsors things like Cristiano Ronaldo dose like he’s making his own underwear and
then there’s like his hair styles. And then he gets sponsor’s
shoes which people buy a lot of his shoes and the shirts
that they make them.

Then there is Messi who doesn’t do much to get
money they only make shoes and he comes out
in commercials and he makes less money than
Cristiano Ronaldo which makes Ronaldo the
highest paid soccer player in the world. Cristiano Ronaldo is also the 2nd highest paid athlete
in the world. Then there is the other player like
Neymar which gets paid a lot but doesn’t do
much. All of these players in the world earnmore than 1 million a year in euros which is a
lot of money.

Excessive Homework
by Mary

Everyone has their own idea of excessive homework. For some
kids, two pages of Pre-Algebra are just too much. On the other
hand, writing a 5 page essay is a treat for an English student. And
just maybe, a 3 page questionnaire for History is just right for you.
It all depends on the person and how much homework they normally get. Let’s hear from one of our leaders:
Excessive amounts of homework can happen when you put it all together from your separate classes. I don’t think that a large amount
of homework is necessary!
-Taylor
Now to hear what our world thinks, the INTERNET:

-New York Times
Homework Diminishing Returns
Studies say that doing homework and studying amounts
of time for each grade should be:
GRADES
K-2
3-6
7-8
9-12

TIME SPENT ON HOMEWORK
10-20 min.
30 min-1 hour
1 hour- 1 hour and 1/2
1 hour and 1/2- 2 hours and 1/2

Educators refer to this as “the Minute Rule”: multiply a
child’s grade by 10 minutes and that’s the rough guide for
minutes of homework a night. Parents can get too involved in homework – pressuring their child and confusing them by using different instructional techniques from
those used by the teacher. All children can benefit from
homework but it is very rare that a child will benefit from
hours and hours of homework.

AND

From the Stanford News:
Their study found that too much homework is associated with:
• Greater stress: 56% of the students considered homework a primary
source of stress, according to the survey data. 43% percent viewed tests
as a primary stressor, while 33% put the pressure to get good grades in
that category. Less than 1% of the students said homework was not a
stressor.
• Reductions in health: In their open-ended answers, many students
said their homework load led to sleep deprivation and other health
problems. The researchers asked students whether they experienced
health issues such as headaches, exhaustion, sleep deprivation, weight
loss and stomach problems.
• Less time for friends, family and extracurricular pursuits: Both the
survey data and student responses indicate that spending too much
time on homework meant that students were “not meeting their developmental needs or developing other critical life skills,” according to the
researchers. Students were more likely to drop activities, not see friends
or family, and not pursue hobbies they enjoy.

Why are We Against
Facial Hair?
by Anya

When asked whether mustaches or beards were preferred many
said that they don’t like facial hair at all. Taking a poll of mustaches vs beards 50% of the poll decided that they don’t like
facial hair. Why do we throw away the idea of facial hair so
quickly?
The history of facial hair starts at the dawn of humans.
Back in the day facial hair was a sign of strength. As Nick
Lucchesi says in his article, “growing a beard has been a sign of
manliness since the dawn of time.” Beards were so popular because of their warmth and they created a cushion for your face
during battle. However, beards were removed from the battle
field, from the fear of them being pulled on by the enemy. The
beards are no longer as popular today.

It could be the fact that we are not used to facial hair,
or that we are being influenced through movies against it, but
the facial hair is slowly disappearing. If you want to grow a
beard, or mustache go for it, and don’t let anyone convince
you otherwise.
One likely cause to why the SOS participants don’t
like beards is because many have not reached the age where
they and their peers are capable of growing a mustache or
beard. We, as kids, are very used to rarely seeing people our
age with facial hair. For most, once you are used to something you don’t want to change it. It also doesn’t help that
many movies, and TV shows rarely have the good- guys have
facial hair. Almost every villain has an evil mustache or some
sort of facial hair. When we are young we absorb the things
we see on TV. The prince is always a cleanly shaven person,
who looks like he never could grow facial hair. We have these
false pictures in our head.

Say No To Drugs
by: Josh

Drugs are not good to the body and they change
how it works. You have heard that they are not good,
but why is that?
At kidshealth.org the writer of “What you need
to know about drugs” supplied these facts. Some drugs
are for medical purposes and can be good for you because most medicines are drugs, but other drugs can be
dangerous for your body.
Illegal drugs aren’t good for anyone, but they
are particularly bad for a kid or teen whose body is still
growing. For example, cocaine can cause heart attacks,
even for kids. If you use drugs it can affect how you do
in school or other activities. You can do dangerous and
dumb things that can harm you or others if you use
drugs. If you use drugs, you could look up to 15 years
older than your age. You could also set a bad example
for your siblings.
Even if you want to fit in with a group, you
should never get peer pressured into using drugs. Also,
people use drugs to forget about some depressing things
happening in their life, but

this only lasts as long as the drug. Still, drugs don’t solve
problems. Most of the time, drugs create more problems.
People can even become addicted to drugs, which means
that their body becomes so accustomed to it, they can’t live
without it. Symptoms of this include vomiting, sweating,
and tremors. Also most of their earnings go to buying them
more drugs. Sometimes, addicted people even steal money
to get drugs.
Kidshealth.org says, “If you think someone is using
drugs, the best thing to do is to tell an adult that you trust.”
The adult can help the person find treatment. Another way
kids can help kids is by choosing not to try or use drugs. It’s
a good way for friends to stick together.

The Magician Ryner
by Cyndi

A hooded male wandered amongst the countless tents,
listening for something. After what seemed like hours, he finally stopped infront of a tent much larger than the rest. Inside,
he could hear the chorus of arguments coming from inside. He
was able to make out some of the conversation.
“H-How could we be losing!” One person said.
“There’s no way! How could they have so many reinforcements!” Another cried out.
After a few seconds of hearing them complain, he shook
his head and let himself into the tent. Immediately, the group of
five inside the tent stopped talking and stared at the intimidating figure staring down on them.
“And w-who may you be,” one of the generals said, obvious fear in his voice.
“M-me?” he said, scratching his head awkwardly,” Well,
I’m just a wandering magician. You guys were just so loud that
I had to come over and see what was the problem. Hahaha…”
Unlike what people had expected, his voice and behavior was
much less formal and terrifying. He kicked one of his feet back
and forth playing with the dirt.
The three generals stared in confusion, and after a few
seconds of silence, the wandering magician stepped back and
proceeded to exit the tent. One of the generals stumbled towards the entrance and begged the magician to come back and
help them, claiming to pay him much if the battle is won.

The wandering magician continued to walk, waving his
hand back and forth saying,” Nah man, I have better stuff to
do.” And with that, the hooded man left the battleground and
wandered into the forest nearby.
~
He wandered around the forest until finally finding a
mellow patch of grass to rest in. He is known by many as Ryner Lute, a man feared by all…. However, that is entirely false.
He is extremely lazy and relaxed, though his skill as a magician
is very much unmatched. He sat down and set down his backpack and pulled out a sandwich.
Savoring the flavor of his tasty lunch, he pulled out a
few papers, given to him by Ferris, a good friend of his, and
also a well-known merchant. Apparently, she needed help locating a few bandits that stole his cargo during travel between
Sorento and Bellera, two bustling cities of trade. Ryner sighed
and pulled out his map. Sorento was a few hours away from
his current location, and the amount of energy he currently
had wouldn’t be enough to cast a teleportation spell.
“I seriously have to walk?” He complained, groaning.
He then stashed the papers and map inside the backpack and
walked tiredly in the direction of Sorento.
TO BE CONTINUED

Equal Education
by Leia

Did you know that girls make up over 70 percent of the
125 million children in the world who don’t attend school?
According to the charity Save the Children, “two-thirds of the
world’s 880 million illiterate adults are women.” In places such
as Nigeria, people are so opposed to girls attending school that
recently, over 250 female students were abducted from their
dorm rooms in the middle of the night. But it’s not only girls
who don’t have a chance to go to school; all around the world,
both boys and girls face similar problems of human trafficking,
poverty, and health issues.
In Africa, where water is scarce, children don’t have a
chance to attend school because they have to spend their day
walking long distances to fetch water and firewood. Many girls
are also needed to help out at home. In addition, schools are
scarce and the distances they have to walk to get there may
seem discouraging after already spending so much time walking to get water.
Not only are the water sources scarce, but also very
unsanitary. UNICEF reports state that unclean water and lack
of bathrooms easily cause diarrheal diseases which can be very
serious and even fatal. Many children are forced to stay home
because they are sick.

Cultural and social customs are also a major reason for
girls not attending school. According to Irin news, fathers in
countries such as Afghanistan refuse to let their daughters go
to school past age 11 or 12 because their society looks down
on it. Many parents in Afghanistan also arrange marriages for
their teenage daughters, forcing the few who have the chance
to continue on to high school to quit as well. Early pregnancy
is yet another reason girls are forced to leave school.
Another problem is many families are so poverty-stricken and desperate that they are willing to sell their
children off to slavery or other forms of human trafficking.
Many religions and societies value males over females, so girls
are often treated as worthless and expendable. In many countries, it is unsafe for females to walk the streets alone due to the
possibility of being raped, abducted, or killed, so parents also
prevent girls from going to school because of safety reasons.
Countries are often so poor that they don’t even have public
schools for children to attend, even if their parents allowed it.
Thankfully, there are many supporters of equal education today. Big organizations such as Save the Children and
UNICEF are working towards gender equality in education
and access to schools in all countries. People such as Malala
Yousafzai are making the fight for equal education known and
gaining more and more support for it.

Gundam Models
by Benjamin

Gundam plastic models, or Gunpla, are plastic models that are constructed
by cutting small pieces out of runners and assembling them. This hobby is little-known in America, but well-known in Japan, where Gundam originated. Gunpla
is separated into multiple “grades,” which are how detailed the model is. Currently,
there are six grades that are consistently updated with new models or revisions of old
ones. These grades are High Grade, Master Grade, Real Grade, Perfect Grade, Mega
Size Model, and SD Gundam.
High Grade, released in 1990, is more of a beginner’s type of model grade,
with simple details and no need for advanced techniques. High grade models typically have a size of five to six inches, at a scale of 1 to 144. For experienced builders,
High Grade models can typically be built around an hour or so, depending on the kit
being built. For new builders, it may take about 2 hours or more. When built, High
Grade closely resembles the anime version, but may lack some detail if not painted or
highlighted. High Grades cost about $20.
Master Grade, released in1995, is an intermediate level type of model, with
more intricate parts and details. Painting and sanding may be required to create a
blemish-free model, but without painting and sanding, the end result is still detailed.
Master Grade models have a size of about seven to eight inches, with a scale of 1 to
100. Master Grade is a “staple” grade for builders in Japan, with good detail combined
with a reasonable price (around $50). Intricate parts and details include dexterous
fingers, an operable cockpit with a pilot, and also decals for logos. For experienced
builders, Master Grade takes about 3 hours to build, but depending on the kit, can go
upwards to 10 hours.
Real Grade, released in 2010, is currently the newest grade released by Bandai along with Mega Size Model. Real Grade focuses on being the “real thing,” with
extremely intricate detailing. Real Grade models are much more detailed than their
same-sized High Grade counterparts, and slightly more detailed than Master Grade.
Their size is the same as High Grade, with a scaling of 1 to 144. Real Grade is more
detailed and dexterous due to Bandai’s latest feature for model kits: an exoskeleton
inside the model. The exoskeleton allows a more stable model and also better movement of the pieces. Multiple stickers
are included to improve the “real”
feeling, and also include logo stickers
to give a sense of where the Gundam
came from. Real Grade models take
about 3 hours to finish and some
models can take up to 5 hours or
more. Real Grade models are sold for
about $25-30.

Perfect Grade, released in 1998, is currently the most detailed model grade
ever made. Each Perfect Grade model is massive; at a scale of 1 to 60, over 12 inches
tall. Also, extremely detailed parts are made for each model, with features that are in
line with the anime version. A typical Perfect Grade will take upwards of 10 hours,
since there are over 600 parts per model. Most Perfect Grade models have about 20
runners, each having both miniscule pieces and the framework for the Gundam model. Perfect Grade models cost about $180 to $250, so buying one is a major investment.
Mega Size Model, released in tandem with Real Grade, currently holds the
record for the largest model (aside from the HG Neo Zeong at 33 inches) grade ever
made. The scale, at 1 to 48, makes the model stand as tall as 14 inches. Unfortunately, Bandai sacrificed much detail to create a kit that allows beginners to make large
Gundam models. This grade has only released a total of five models, with the latest
being Gundam AGE’s Gundam AGE-2 Normal. The first model was the original Gundam, released in March of 2010. Each Mega Size Model costs about $80 and does not
require advanced techniques.
SD Gundam, based off the Gundam anime parody SD Gundam, is a type
of model that was created for young builders just beginning to build models. Each
model is extremely simple, with only 2-3 runners, making it extremely simple to build
in less than an hour. However, the simplicity ignores the detailing, as each arm can
only move up and down, without any elbow joints. The same thing applies to the legs,
and weapons are single pieces of plastic. Also, SD stands for Super-Deformed, meaning that the proportions of the head compared to the body are completely off. The
head in SD models is about 3 times the size of a regular model. SD Gundam models
cost about $5 to 10.
Gundam models have a diverse universe with these model grades. Currently,
these six grades give experience to beginners and experienced modelers alike. SD
Gundam is made for younger kids, while High Grade is an easier model to make for
beginners. Master Grade and Real Grade are for modelers with medium experience
(like me), and Mega Size Model is for modelers who want to build big models without
much need for experience. Finally, Perfect Grade is for the most experienced modelers of all, with the most detail and the most parts. Also, extremely talented modelers
can also build their own models, with special tools that allow them to create a unique
Gundam model.

Innocent Animals Being Killed Because Of Poaching
by Fernanda

Poaching is when someone kills an animal and uses it in many
ways. For example a person can poach an animal and use its
fur for a coat. Other people may use an animal for a carpet.
Many animals are being killed due to poaching, for example
White Rhinos are being killed for their horns which is found
to be a ‘‘luxury item.’’ 2013 was one of the worst years for the
White Rhinos because more than 1000 Rhinos where killed.
The people that do kill rhinos for their horns often sell them in
Vietnam and China. The people there are wealthy and use the
horns for ‘‘status symbols’’ and ‘‘health tonics.’’ Elephants also
suffer because of people taking their tusks for ivory. On the
website National Geographic it says people stopped taking the
ivory and a scientist named Thomas says ‘‘eventually we will see
that change-but it has got to happen sooner rather than later.’’
He hopes that the same thing will happen to the rhinos.

There are many animals that are hunted for horns but let’s move
on to animals for their fur. Beavers are friendly and they are rodents, in fact the second largest. Baby beavers are called kits. The
females work extremely hard to take good care of the young ones.
They are wanted for their fur because of their pelts. Beavers are
captured in traps that can make them suffer for maximum 20
minutes. The traps sometimes make a mistake and don’t catch the
beavers and if the traps are underwater and then the beavers slowly
drowned. Once, the beavers were almost killed to death just for
their fur/pelts. Another animal that is being slaughtered for their
fur are seals. Females give birth to only one pup/baby seal, every
year. Mothers nurse their babies for a few days and then go to sea
to catch food and call to their pup in a specific bark, but when the
mother returns she see that her pup has been killed. On the website
peta.org it says that a bunch of mothers and the pup’s fur would be
turned into a fur coat.
People can help change this by making it a law to stop
poaching in every country. Another way that people can help is to
tell the police if they spot a poacher with pelts or killing an animal.

Trees, Trees, I speak for the trees
By: Julia
Trees are a vital part of every community. Our backyards,
parks, and playgrounds are lined with trees, creating a calming
and pleasing environment. Trees also increase our variety of life
by bring natural elements and wildlife habitats into our neighborhoods. We gather under the cool shade they provide during
outdoor activities with our family. Let’s not forget that trees also
supply much of the oxygen we breathe every day! According to
the U.S. Department of Agriculture, “One acre of forest absorbs
six tons of carbon dioxide and puts out four tons of oxygen.”
That’s enough to meet the annual needs of 18 people!

How do we give back to these wonderful plants? We
don’t! Every year, nearly 900,000,000 trees are cut down to provide raw materials for American paper and pulp mills. Toilet paper wipes out 27,000 trees a day. Fourteen million trees are used
to produce paper bags per year. To make one ton of paper towels,
it kills 4,000 trees alone. What a waste! Even after we finish using
these paper products much of it never gets recycled causing even
more damage to our environment. Paper and cardboard items
make up 13% of the total rubbish found in landfills and most of it
could be recycled.
Rainforests cover only a small part of the Earth but they
are home to more than half the world’s plants and animals. It is
estimated that rainforests are being cut down at the rate of 100
trees per minute. The rates of rainforest destruction are 2.4 acres
per second, 149 acres per minute, 214,000 acres per day and 78
million acres per year. Just to put things in perspective, as you
read this sentence, an area the size of 78 Olympic sized swimming pools would have been cut down.

We really need to stop this deforestation before things
get really out of hand. Here’s an amazing way to save our trees
and preserve our rainforests:

Hemp. Does the word make you think about illegal drugs
and getting high? Well let me inform you that hemp will not get
you high, but it is illegal to grow it in the United States. Hemp
comes from the fiber of a plant called cannabis. From hemp many
goods can be made, from bikinis to rope, and its oil can be used
for cooking as well.
Hemp, which can grow to harvest in one season, compared to tree’s 20, produces four times as much paper in one
acre than one acre of trees does in the same time. You can argue
that this paper is being recycled, but while tree products can
only be recycled once, hemp products can be recycled many
times over. The production of paper uses acidic and/or alkaline
chemicals which are harmful to the environment. Hemp needs
only hydrogen peroxide and does not need to be bleached white
because it is naturally white.

Even the drafts of the Declaration of Independence were
written on hemp paper!

Right now, American entrepreneurs are losing out on
what is already a $50 million import industry. Just imagine fields
and fields of home-grown cannabis harvested and taken to plants
to be made in to hemp. From here, cloth, oil, food and paper
products could be produced while providing hundreds of jobs.
I think it is time for the American government and people to
open their eyes to the common sense that hemp is the wave of
the future and to not ride it is to lose out on billions of dollars.

5 Most Overused Joke Topics
1.

A Man and a Bar
i.e A man walks in to a bar
Ouch...
2.
Chickens and a Road
i.e Why did the chicken cross the road?
		
To get to the other side.
3.
An Awkward... joke
i.e ... and I was talking to my ex and I was
like
		Awkward...
4.
Thanks Obama
i.e They are taking away the second
amendment?
		Thanks Obama
5.
'Murica...
i.e Welcome to murica.
		
Where we have a holiday for a murderer...
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Matt
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Alicia
Autumn
Audrey
Brett
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Cindy
Debbie
Donna
Eric
Glen
Heidi
JeNae
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Jessica
Jesus
Juan
Kilani
KP
Laura
Linda
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All CDM Floor Staff and Volunteers

