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Welcome To The 
Purple Team Zine!

 Before you start reading this amazing testa-
ment to Summer of Service’s extremely success-
ful session of work, there are a few things you should know.

First of all, this Zine was written by the Purple Team as a form of com-
munity service. How does a Zine (even an incredibly amazing one) 
serve the community, you ask? The purpose of the Zine is threefold: 

 1) By advocating for issues about which we are passionate, the 
Purple team seeks to effect lasting change in the world around us.
 2) Getting the word out about the amazing work all 
of Summer of Service does is an important way to ensure 
that our fellow participants get the recognition they deserve.
 3) Finally, we are sure you are going to love this Zine. Bringing a 
little joy into your day as you read this Zine is a major motivator for us.

Another thing you should know about the Zine is that our leaders en-
courage us to research and defend our own opinions about our ar-
ticle topics, whether or not they agree with them. If you disagree 
with one of the articles herein, we encourage you to join the Purple 
Team next session and write an article about it! Every voice should 
be heard and respected- that’s why the Purple Team is so valuable.

We hope you enjoyed your session of SOS, 
and we know you’ll enjoy the Zine.
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Aidan Sloan, Jeffrey Schildge,
 and Mack Moore. 
The Purple Team

The purple team is a team that advocates for other teams in the SOS program. The pur-
ple team also does things like the Summer of service movie.  The purple team also inter-
views members of each of the teams. Even purple itself! The purple team also likes to help 
around the museum which we call floor activities.  Floor activities is were we the purple 
team go down to the museum were all the little kids play,learn and explore.  We asked some 
of the people on the purple team questions such as, “What kinds of activities do you do”, 
or “Do you feel like you are helping the community”? Here are some of their answers. An-
thony V explained that he “really thought that helping the children participate in the ac-
tivities was vital to their growth and learning”.  When asked how making the movie was 
helping the community, she proclaimed that “it really advocates for what we do in summer 
of service. Not just the purple team, but the Green, red,orange, and striped teams as well”.
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The Red Team
By: Natalie and Chetna

The red team focuses on all types of community service. 
Like the green team, they help at Bernal Ranch by taking out 
all the weeds near the plants. Also, like the orange and purple 
team, they go to the museum floor and work with the kids. 
While they work with the kids, they teach them good skills, like 
the striped team. Their leader, David Chau, got interviewed by 
Chetna at Bernal Ranch. They were landscaping and picking 
weeds and helping the community preventing fires. “We are 
currently at Bernal Ranch on the South side of San Jose. And 
we are doing landscaping and It’s one of the important jobs 
because due to budget cuts because they don’t have a lot of 
people to come out here to cut the weeds and hot nature in 
the summer can lead to fires and it is good that the red team 
is here, helping to get rid of the crab-grass that might be the 
cause of the fires.” The other  things that the red team does 
is serve food to the hungry, volunteer  at a senior center, and 
make a difference in the lives of others in the community.
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Orange Team
by Zach and Anthony

 The Orange Team reaches out to the community through quite a simple 
task: interacting with children.  The team consists of a group of members ded-
icated to improving the lives of the kids they meet, and it brings them joy to 
see the smiles on the kids’ faces as they laugh and play with them.  The Orange 
Team’s main community service site is Estrella, a learning and childcare center 
located in San Jose.  The team regularly visits Estrella and participates in activ-
ities with the children such as playing tag and cards with them.  Members of 
the Orange Team most enjoy just being with the kids and making a difference 
in their lives.  However, their service is certainly not limited to Estrella and 
assisting kids.
 As an addition to their service with children, the Orange Team also par-
ticipates in a backpack drive for the Salvation Army, and members also help 
organize floor activities at the Children’s Discovery Museum itself.  By enrich-
ing the lives of children and also helping out in the community in general, the 
Orange Team is an invaluable asset to society.
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Green Team
By: Julia and Ashwin

 The green team is the environmental team. They care for 
plants and animals around them by helping the environment. 
They work with pitchforks, wheel barrows, and shovels, and 
work under the summer sun mulching, weeding, and compost-
ing. These hardworking members of  SOS spend their days at 
Bernal Ranch, Our City Forest, the CDM garden, Alum Rock, Full 
Circle, the Guadalupe River, and many other service sites of  the 
environmental variety. Their main focus is to put green back into 
our ecosystem. From picking up trash in the Guadalupe River to 
shoveling mulch in Our City Forest, the green team is improving 
our community step by step. As one green team member put it, 
“I feel like I’ve made a difference because after working at each 
service site, I can step back and see the progress we’ve made; 
progress that I played a part in”. For those who have a passion 
for preserving our plant life,  green team is the team for you. 
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ST R I P E D T E A M

b y  A u d r e y
 

 The Striped Team is a team composed of tenth graders and up 
that work together to lead the community.  They plan activities for kids 
younger than them and improve their own leadership skills.  For example, 
they create the play at the Martin Luther King Jr. Library to entertain visitors.  This 
year, the play is based on a children’s book called Officer Buckle and Gloria.  Striped 
Team members also sort food for Sacred Heart and Santa Maria Urban Ministry.
 This leadership team completes the idea of community by putting to-
gether service learning opportunities.  They have to use all aspects that a hu-
man possesses: creativity, leadership and teamwork.  To make the world a 
better place, Striped Team/Rainbow Team unites and leads friends to success.
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REV-UP!
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Fun Friday!
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Poverty
By: Chetna

The world can be a very tough place to live, especially for people 
who live in poverty. Nearly half of the population, which is more 
than 3 billion, lives off of $2.50 or less a day. There are also 1.3 
billion people who live in extreme poverty, which means they live 
on less than $1.25 a day. Most causes of poverty are due to peo-
ple who aren’t paid enough and soon enough, they go into pov-
erty because with the money they earn in one day, it would not 
cover the cost of all their necessities. This is very damaging, es-
pecially since more households are now being headed by a single 
parent. This can affect everyone, including the children. 1 billion 
children worldwide that are living in poverty, because according 
to UNICEF, 22,000 children die each day due to poverty. As world 
citizens, we should strive to end poverty, and here are some ways 
you can pitch in to help.
1. Continue to support the poorest people.
2. End all forms of poverty.
3. Commit governments to ending poverty. 
4. Focus aid on economic potential.
5. Go country by country.
6. Get everyone involved.
7. Support national efforts with international aid.
8. Get creative with investments.
9. Improve data on poverty.
10. Demand action as global citizens.
Everyone deserves a chance to live a decent live, even if it means 
not having everything that you wish for, but the crucial items 
needed for one’s survival. With ending poverty, the world will be 
a better place.
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SpaceX the Final frontier…

by Mack M

Not a lot people have heard of SpaceX… its learning time! 
SpaceX designs, manufactures and launches advanced rockets and spacecraft. 
The company was founded in 2002 to revolutionize space technology, with the 
ultimate goal of enabling people to live on other planets. SpaceX Is a Privately 
owned company, owned by Elon Musk, the owner of Tesla. They are currently 
working on a space station and a reusable rocket called the Falcon-9. His Words: 
“If one can figure out how to effectively reuse rockets just like airplanes, the 
cost of access to space will be reduced by as much as a factor of a hundred.  A 
fully reusable vehicle has never been done before. That really is the fundamental 
breakthrough needed to revolutionize access to space.”
--Elon Musk
 
There hope is to beat NASA in the race to Mars. So far they have the research fa-
cilities needed for such a great journey, the manpower on the other hand not so 
much. They have only 3,000+ employees and plenty of job openings. They also 
make most of their profit off of donations, and to be factual there doing better 
than NASA. So if you want to see humans land on mars support SpaceX. That is 
they’re main goal.
“Company.” SpaceX. N.p., n.d. Web. 16 June 2015.
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Random Facts about the Human Body
By: Julia C.

1) The cracking sound made by knuckles, necks, backs, and other joints 
when they’re cracked is the sound of bubbles popping in the joints’ fluid. Is 
it harmful? Contrary to popular belief, no, not terribly, but cracking them 
too often can hurt the cords, or ligaments, that surround the joint.

2) Sweat doesn’t actually smell bad. A stinky body odor comes from the 
waste products of the skin bacteria that feed of your sweat.

3) Your nose can remember 50,000 different scents.

4) We all have tiny mites living in our eyelashes.

5) Having excessive body hair is linked to a higher intellect.

6) Ears and nose never stop growing.

7) People with blue eyes have a higher alcohol tolerance.

8) All of the bacteria in our body collectively weigh about 4 pounds.

9) Your heartbeat changes and mimics the music you listen too.

10) Your bones are composed of 31% of water.

 11) If uncoiled, the DNA in all the cells in your body would stretch 10 bil-
lion miles, from here to Pluto and back.

12) Within three days of death, the enzymes that once digested your dinner 
begin to eat you.
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13) Sleeping less than 7 hours each night reduces your life expectancy.

14) Your brain keeps developing until your late 40s.

15) The human heart is not on the left-hand side of the body; it’s in 
the middle.

16) Half of your genes describe the complex design of your brain, 
while the other half describing the other 98% of your body.

17) Everyone has a completely unique scent, except for twins. 

18) When you blush, the lining of your stomach blushes too.

19) Our muscles are actually incredibly more powerful than they ap-
pear to be. Human strength is limited to protect our tendons and mus-
cles from harming themselves. This limitation can be removed during 
an adrenaline rush, during which some people have lifted boulders or 
even cars off themselves.

20) Humans share 50% of their DNA with bananas.

You are perfect the way you are. There isn’t a need to change or hide 
anything. Just be you.

http://www.factslides.com/s-Your-Body
http://www.viralnova.com/strange-body-facts/
https://www.distractify.com/amazing-facts-about-the-human-body-1197776387.
html



14

ASHES ARE NO MORE
by Azeya

For deceased people, ashes should not be allowed. People have been spread-
ing the ashes of their loved ones all around the world for centuries. I think it’s 
time that the worldm stops this. Disneyland was made to be a fun place for 
children to go and have the time of their lives. Now people have made Disne-
yland a place where air is really ashes. People have traveled  to Disney-
land just to ruin it. There are dead bodies in the Haunted Mansion
The Haunted Mansion ride at Disneyland is one of the scariest places in the 
park, but not for the reasons you’d expect. In his 1994 book “Mouse Tales,” 
former Disney employee David Koenig tells the story of a tourist group that 
requested a little extra time on the ride so they could hold a quick memorial 
for a 7-year-old boy.
Disney gave the family permission, but it turns out, the memorial was only 
half their plan. When the mourners were spotted sprinkling a powdery sub-
stance off their “doom buggies,” the Haunted Mansion was quickly shut down 
until all the remains could be cleaned up. I found this information on http://
www.cnn.com/2011/LIVING/07/01/ten.secrets.disney.mf/.

    
            

People have also been spreading the ashes of their loved ones into the ocean. 
I doubt the people that swim in the ocean want to be swimming in ashes as 
well. I know I sure don’t. Think about it, the ocean is saltwater, and when you 
swim in it, you usually get it in your mouth. If you think ocean water taste ter-
rible, then image what ocean water mixed with the ashes of deceased people 
would taste like. It would taste horrendous!
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Federal law states that spreading ashes on the sea, which is considered a 
burial at sea, must be done at least 3 miles away from the shore. Federal 
law also requires that you report the burial at sea to the closest Environ-
mental Protection Agency office within a month of the burial. Spread-
ing ashes in inland waterways, such as rivers and lakes, falls under the 
Clean Water Act and may require a permit from the local government. 
According to the Funeral Consumers Alliance website, these laws are 
designed to protect waterways from pollution and because cremated 
human remains are not a health hazard, it is not usually enforced in 
these cases. http://www.ehow.com/info_7922907_legal-scatter-ash-
es-cremation.html. I think spreading ashes should be illegal. 
Ash sticks to skin, and when your hands are covered in your loved one’s 
ashes, wiping them on your jeans might feel a tad disrespectful. When 
I unscrewed the urn containing Alberto’s ashes, I expected a small box 
of soft campfire ash. I encountered a plastic bag with 6 pounds of coarse 
sand and sharp bone fragments. Not sure if anything prepares you to 
see someone you love reduced to a bag of cement mix, but the knowl-
edge that cremated remains look nothing like ashes is a starting point. I 
got this information on http://modernloss.com/will-bones/. This world 
needs to stop spreading ashes. We are the reasons this world has to deal 
with pollution.

ASHES ARE NO MORE 
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Mind Your Language 
   By Ashwin

Mind Your Language is a British comedy sitcom that aired from 
1977-1986. It starred Barry Evans as an English teacher that is 
making a living teaching English to twelve foreign students. The 
show was an international success and is still making people 
laugh thirty-five years later. Many versions are made of the sit-
com such as an Hindi version and an American version.

The plot of the story is basically about an English teacher named 
Jeremy Brown who is trying to teach English to twelve immigrants 
from different countries. During the course of the series, new stu-
dents come and go, as well as new adventures and problems that 
the class faces every episode. The show aired from 1977-1981 con-
secutively before it was cancelled in 1982, but in 1986, the show 
was briefly revived independently with six members of the original 
cast.
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Endangered Animals
by Natalie

There are certain endangered species of bears, penguins, and alligators that all 
need our help. The good news is that there are organizations that are willing 
to help these poor animals. But they can’t do it themselves. They don’t have all 
the money to “adopt” animals, make booths, and save animals from the wild. 
That’s why they need all of our help. We can help donate money and volunteer. 
Without animals, the Earth would be deserted, soundless, and gloomy. Not 
only would it make Earth a horrible place, the worst news would be not being 
able to bring the animals back. 

For example, the Amur Leopards are critically endangered. They live in Russia, 
East Asia, and they eat large grazing animals, rabbits, black bears, badgers, and 
mice. You would think such a fierce animal that eats Black Bears(!!!) wouldn’t 
be endangered, but there are only 30-60 individual Amur Leopards left in the 
world. I guess the point I’m trying to make is that there are animals out there 
that are dying and decreasing their population amount and half of the world 
doesn’t know that!!!

Fortunately, there are special organizations that help preserve these precious 
animals. Some organizations that I think are good to donate to are WWF, 
IFAW, and Defenders of Wildlife. Help endangered animals now!!!
http://sd.keepcalm-o-matic.co.uk/i/keep-calm-and-save-endangered-ani-
mals-18.png 
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Earthquake in Nepal
 by Zach
The earthquake in Nepal was devastating.  It killed hundreds of thousands 
of innocent lives. The magnitude of the earthquake was 7.3, making it an 
earthquake of epic proportions.  It was so powerful that it shifted Mount 
Everest. These people affected by the earthquake have lost much, but they 
continue fighting to rebuild their lives. Every day, the survivors’ struggles 
get worse and worse. They need shelters and clean water to survive, but, sup-
plies are running out.  You can help assist the people of Nepal by donating 
money. With your help and generosity, we will help save lives, rebuild com-
munities, and get back what they lost. However, this disaster will require 
years of rebuilding and recovering.  Already, people are recovering through 
faith and hard work. The children are attending to school again. Many peo-
ple are already aiding those affected by the earthquake, so you should help 
the people of Nepal today.
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Examining Same-sex Marriage:

 As the 21st century progresses, the looming question 
concerning the legality of same-sex marriage cannot be ignored 
anymore.  The debate over same-sex marriage has risen to the 
national spotlight in recent years, and it has become a matter 
hotly debated far and wide.  Citizens of the United States and 
of the world must take a stand; the time for neutrality has long 
passed.  Our society was founded on the principles of democra-
cy and free speech, and thus it is every citizen’s responsibility to 
contribute their opinion and expertise to this matter. 
 At the forefront of the debate over same-sex marriage is 
Obergefell v. Hodges, the currently ongoing Supreme Court case 
that will determine the future of same-sex marriage.  Obergefell 
v. Hodges is actually a collection of multiple similar cases con-
cerning states’ refusal to license same-sex marriage and/or states’ 
refusal to recognize same-sex marriages performed in jurisdic-
tions where it is legal.  The plaintiffs arguing the case have stated 
that both of these refusals violate the Equal Protection Clause 
and the Due Process Clause of the 14th amendment, which, they 
say, protect the right for people to participate in same-sex mar-
riages.  The Supreme Court must answer numerous difficult and 
complex questions in order to reach a decision on this landmark 
case.  Some of these questions include:

a) What is the definition of marriage, and should marriage be 
redefined?
b) Is the denial of gay marriage “demeaning” to gays?
c) Does this have a negative impact on the family unit?  Is any-
body harmed in a same-sex marriage?
d) Gay couples will lose out on economic benefits if they are not 
allowed to marry.  Is this legal?

After deep and comprehensive research, I have reached the in-
evitable conclusion that gay marriage should not and cannot be 
allowed to exist.  The evidence and reasoning through which this 
conclusion was achieved are detailed on the following pages.

Weighing the Evidence by Anthony
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What has been the definition of marriage for millennia?

Does the government have the power to redefine marriage?

1.

2.
The answer to this question is an emphatic “no.”  Take, for 
example, an apple and an orange.  If the government suddenly 
stated that apples were oranges, would apples suddenly become 
oranges?  No.  Regardless of what the government had said, 
apples would still be different than oranges.  Compare this to 
same-sex marriage.  Even if the government decided to legalize 
same-sex marriage, same-sex marriage could not exist because 
same-sex marriage is completely contradictory to the defini-
tion of marriage.  The government cannot change the defini-
tion of marriage to include same-sex marriage because the 
two are repugnant to each other by their very nature.

 The definition of marriage has been for millennia “the union           
of man and woman.”  As U.S. Supreme Court Justice Samuel 
Alito said during hearings on Obergefell v. Hodges, “Until the 
end of the 20th century, there never was a nation or culture that 
recognized marriage between two members of the same sex.”  
Justice Anthony Kennedy stated, “I don’t even know how to 
count the decimals.  This definition has been with us for millen-
nia.”  If one examines the history books, what Justice Alito said 
rings true.  There have been documented instances of “gay peo-
ple” in history; however, governments never permitted them to 
marry.  Thus, it is safe to conclude that the definition of marriage 
has been and is “the union of man and woman.”  Thus, permit-
ting gay marriage will require the redefinition of marriage.

3. What does natural law dictate?
Natural law is the collection of laws dictated by nature and the 
universe that govern us humans.  Gravity is an example of a 
natural law, and like it or not, all humans must abide by it (even 
gravity is not completely absent in space).  Likewise, the very 
biological make-up of a male and a female dictate that a male 
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and a female are meant to unite in a marriage.  However, this 
very biological make-up also dictates that a male and a male or a 
female and a female are not meant to unite in a marriage.  Thus, 
same-sex marriage is completely repugnant to natural law.
(Note: Some argue that the “procreation-centric” view of mar-
riage is incorrect and that marriage is not about children but 
about the love that the partners in the marriage share.  This is 
addressed in the next point.) 

 The very nature of same-sex marriage automatically 
leads to a breakdown in the family unit.  As Pope Benedict 
XVI explained, “People dispute the idea that they have a nature, 
given to them by their bodily identity, that serves as a defining 
element of the human being.  They deny their nature and decide 
that it is not something previously given to them, but that they 
make it for themselves.”  He added, “The manipulation of nature, 
which we deplore today where our environment is concerned, 
now becomes man’s fundamental choice where he himself is 
concerned.”  Every child deserves a mother and father to 
support them throughout their development, and same-sex 
marriage denies them this right.  It is scientifically proven that 
men and women behave differently, and thus it is not sexist to 
say that a woman cannot take a man’s place in a marriage and 
vice versa. 

Will allowing same-sex marriage have a negative impact on 
the family unit?

 Katy Faust, a child of gay parents, wrote to Justice Ken-
nedy concerning this.  
 “I write because I am one of many children with gay 
parents who believe we should protect marriage.  I believe you 
were right when, during Proposition 8 deliberations, you said 
“the voice of those children [of same-sex parents] is important.”  
I’d like to explain why I think redefining marriage would actual-
ly serve to strip these children of their most fundamental rights,” 
she wrote.  She went on to explain that she loved both of her 
parents very much, but she still opposed same-sex marriage.  
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“I identify with the instinct of those children to be protective of 
their gay parent…I remember how many times I repeated my 
speech: “I’m so happy that my parents got divorced so that I could 
know all of you wonderful women”…It was what all the adults in 
my life wanted to hear…
 “I cringe when I think of it now, because it was a lie…I 
would have traded every one of them [my mother’s partner and 
friends] to have my mom and dad living under the same roof.”
 Katy also stated that, as a parent herself, she saw the import-
ant, irreplaceable, and indispensable role of both the father and 
the mother in keeping the family unit healthy.  She said that same 
sex parents were simply not capable of preserving the family unit.
 “The opposition will clamor on about studies where the 
researchers concluded that children in same-sex households 
allegedly fared “even better!”  than those from intact biological 
homes.  Leave aside the methodological problems with such stud-
ies and just think for a moment.
 “If it is undisputed social science that children suffer great-
ly when they are abandoned by their biological parents, when 
their parents divorce, when one parent dies, or when they are 
donor-conceived, then how can it be possible that they are mirac-
ulously turning out “even better!” when raised in same-sex headed 
households?  Every child raised by “two moms” or “two dads” 
came to that household via one of those four traumatic meth-
ods.  Does being raised under the rainbow miraculously wipe 
away all the negative effects and pain surrounding the loss and 
daily deprivation of one or both parents?”

 Katy closed with this:
 “Like most Americans, I am for adults having the freedom 
to live as they please. I unequivocally oppose criminalizing gay re-
lationships. But defining marriage correctly criminalizes nothing. 
And the government’s interest in marriage is about the children 
that only male-female relationships can produce. Redefining 
marriage redefines parenthood. It moves us well beyond our “live 
and let live” philosophy into the land where our society promotes
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 a family structure where children will always suffer loss. It will 
be our policy, stamped and sealed by the most powerful of gov-
ernmental institutions, that these children will have their right to 
be known and loved by their mother and/or father stripped from 
them in every instance. In same-sex-headed households, the de-
sires of the adults trump the rights of the child...
 “This is not about being against anyone. This is about what 
I am for. I am for children! I want all children to have the love of 
their mother and their father. Being for children also makes me 
for LGBT youth. They deserve all the physical, social, and emo-
tional benefits of being raised by their mother and father as well. 
But I fear that, in the case before you, we are at the mercy of loud, 
organized, well-funded adults who have nearly everyone in this 
country running scared.
 “Six adult children of gay parents are willing to stand against 
the bluster of the gay lobby and submit amicus briefs for your 
consideration in this case. I ask that you please read them. We are 
just the tip of the iceberg of children currently being raised in gay 
households. When they come of age, many will wonder why the 
separation from one parent who desperately mattered to them was 
celebrated as a “triumph of civil rights,” and they will turn to this 
generation for an answer.
 “What should we tell them?”

(The full letter can be accessed at www.thepublicdiscourse.
com/2015/02/14370/.)

 As Katy Faust said, the same-sex marriage debate is tru-
ly about children.  The “procreation-centric” view of marriage is 
correct; the reason why humans created the institution of marriage 
was to protect the rights of children.  It is of the utmost importance 
that we continue to protect their rights by refusing to “endorse, 
incentivize, or promote” gay marriage, which will intentionally 
deprive children of their rightful parents and hinder their develop-
ment.  The media’s picture of happy children of gay parents is far 
from the truth.



24

 The arguments detailed above are only some of many that 
describe the dangers of same-sex marriage and provide evidence as 
to why same-sex marriage should not and cannot be legalized.  The 
government cannot redefine marriage to include gay marriage as 
the two are mutually exclusive.  Furthermore, same-sex marriage 
is repugnant to natural law, and it results in the breakdown of the 
family unit, inflicting harm on children.  Thus, regardless of lost 
economic benefits or “emotional suffering” in the gay community, 
the legality of same-sex marriage must be struck down. Please con-
sider these arguments closely.  It is my sincere hope that this article 
provides more insight into the same-sex marriage debate.  Join me 
in opposing the legalization of same-sex marriage.

Major Sources:
1. http://www.oyez.org/cases/2010-2019/2014/2014_14_556
2. http://www.scotusblog.com/case-files/cases/obergefell-v-hodges/
3. http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/post-nation/
wp/2015/04/28/supreme-court-hears-arguments-in-same-sex-
marriage-case-obergefell-v-hodges-today/
4. http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2251728/Pope-Bene-
dict-XVI-denounces-gay-marriage-Christmas-message.html
5. http://www.thepublicdiscourse.com/2015/02/14370/
Special thanks to Alexander Vu for valuable discussions and de-
bates on this topic.
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Forward:

 First session, one of the campers on the Purple Team wrote 
an article in opposition to gay marriage, a topic that has become 
increasingly controversial in recent years, especially given the very 
recent Supreme Court Ruling. 
 When another SOS participant voiced interest in writing a 
rebuttal to this piece, we were excited for the opportunity to have both 
viewpoints represented. 
 What follow’s is Mateo’s argument in favor of Marriage Equality.
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Summer of Service – Rebuttal to Anti-Gay Marriage Essay

“Equal dignity in the eyes of the law”
  by Mateo

 When I read last session’s article that was against same sex 
marriage, I was disappointed. The author says that his article will be 
“weighing the evidence,” but it is completely one sided. He has lots 
of false information that could be viewed as very offensive to some 
people. When you are dealing with such a controversial topic, you 
should always get your facts right. The same morning that this article 
was published, the Supreme Court made its decision that same-sex 
marriage is legal, and states cannot make any laws to override this. 

 The author’s first point was a question asking what the definition 
of marriage has been for “millennia.” The definition of marriage for 
millennia has been “the union of man and women.” This doesn’t mean 
that it is right. The laws about slavery for “millennia” were that it was 
legal. Now when we think about slavery, we are shocked that it was ever 
legal. It also used to be the law that a white person could not marry a 
black person. Just because something is a certain way for a long time 
doesn’t mean that it is right and shouldn’t be changed. It really doesn’t 
matter what something has been like in the past, except for if it is 
wrong, we should fight to change it.

 The second point made was that the government doesn’t have the 
power to redefine marriage. That is actually wrong. Marriage, at a legal 
level, is defined by law. Therefore, the Supreme Court has the power to 
change laws regarding a legal marriage. However, they do not have the 
power to change the rules of a Christian or Jewish marriage. One of the 
big problems with same sex couples not being able to marry is that they 
miss out on a lot. Married couples have 1,138 rights that unmarried 
couples don’t have. These rights include rights related to the death of a 
spouse, debts, insurance, family leave, and health matters. Imagine this 
scenario: you are gay or lesbian and your partner gets very sick. You 
may not even be able to visit your partner because certain laws say that 
only the spouse of the patient can visit the patient in some 
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cases. You would feel horrible knowing that you might never get to see 
your partner again. This is one of many terrible scenarios that occurs all 
the time because same sex couples have not been able to get married.

 Another one of the article’s points was that gravity is natural 
law and you have to follow it, just like a man and a woman united in 
marriage is natural law so you have to follow it. This is a false analogy. 
There have been gay and lesbian human beings for at least centuries. 
About 2% of the US population are gay or lesbian, according to 2013 
National Health Interview Survey data. And we don’t see homosexual-
ity just in humans. Other species such as giraffes, dolphins, and pen-
guins have shown homosexual behavior. In other words, homosexuality 
is something that occurs regularly naturally in “nature”. If homosexual-
ity weren’t “natural,” then it wouldn’t survive in human civilizations or 
in the animal kingdom.
 
 This is a quote that pretty much sums up the reasons why same-
sex marriage should be, and in fact now is, legal. Justice Anthony M. 
Kennedy said in his majority opinion, “No longer may this liberty be 
denied. No union is more profound than marriage, for it embodies the 
highest ideals of love, fidelity, devotion, sacrifice and family. In forming 
a marital union, two people become something greater than once they 
were….  [The plaintiffs were asking for] equal dignity in the eyes of the 
law.”

 All of these scientific, legal, and theoretical things aside, think 
about the actual gay and lesbian people out there. I have two aunts that 
are a lesbian couple that have raised two children (quite successfully, 
I might add). Their children, my cousins, are great people and just 
as happy as I am, except for when they have to read things like that 
article. It makes them sad to hear that people say these things, like their 
parents’ relationship is unnatural, unhealthy, bad for the children, and 
many other unfair statements that are just plain false.  

 I believe that gay and lesbian people should be treated the same 
way as straight people.



28

      Dragon Mail
    by Audrey                  
“Mail’s here,” Rebeca Goodson groaned as she dumped a teetering pile 
of letters onto the couch.
“Uh-huh…” Her mom nodded with a glazed look on her face as she 
stared intently at a magazine. Rebeca was about to turn when a bright 
emerald letter caught her eye. She picked it up and read the label print-
ed on the back.
  
One Order of a Dragon Egg

 Luxemburg Longsnout

 Import from FireBreather Co.

“Uh...moooooom?!” 
“What…” Mrs. Goodson mumbled, still staring at her magazine. 
“Did you order a dragon egg from FireBreather Co. ?!” Rebeca waved 
the envelope in front of her mom’s face.
“Don’t be silly, sweetie...what codswallop….the ministry fallen eh?” 
Mrs. Goodson began to mutter as she squinted at a column in her 
magazine. Rebeca suppressed another groan. Magazines, and mothers 
did not mix. She climbed the stairs up to her room and shut the door. 
As she scrutinized the envelope on her bed, it suddenly turned heavy. 
Curious, she opened it, and her jaw dropped. A perfect, oval-shaped 
egg the color of a shiny emerald dropped into Rebeca’s hands. It was 
luminous, with an iridescent sheen. The shell was smooth and glassy 
to Rebeca’s touch as she stroked the egg. A piece of parchment also fell 
out of the envelope. It was covered in different writing than on  the 
label on the envelope.
 Introduction to the Luxemburg Longsnout

The Luxemburg Longsnout is well known for its abnormally long snout 
which spews green fire, and, if you’re lucky, a couple emeralds. Luxemburg 
Longsnouts are known for the three L’ s: Long, Lanky, and Lean. They are 
covered in scaly, grass-green armor, and are more long, lanky, and lean than big. 
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Longsnouts usually grow faster than other dragons, and become adults in a few 
days.
 
 Rebeca gulped, and turned the paper over to discover more writing.
 
    The Care and Keeping of an Luxemburg Longsnout

 Unlike most dragons, Longsnouts hatch in colder climates. There is no need to 
warm or heat the egg in any way. You can stunt the Longsnout with high tempera-
tures. Longsnouts feed from Emerfyre Balls in the early stages of their life and 
then feed on regular fire as an adult. Luxemburg Longsnouts like cozy places and 
spew fire when unsatisfied. Note: Emerfyre included in packaging.
 
 Turning the egg over in her hands, Rebeca bit her lip. This was im-
possible, how could she raise a dragon inside a house? The egg trem-
bled slightly and then fell still in her cupped hands. Rebeca’s stomach 
flopped over, and she stared out into the sky. She must get rid of the 
egg. 
I’ll just drop it off in the dump tomorrow, Rebeca thought, That’s it, I’ll 
get rid of it tomorrow…
       o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o 
Kuk-uh-kuk-uh-kuuuuuhh-k. Rebeca woke up to a loud crackling 
noise. She opened her eyes and stared blearily around her bedroom, 
searching for the source of the noise. Craaaaaaaaaaaack! Rebeca gasped 
as she spotted the luminous dragon egg, shaking fiercely on her dresser. 
It was glowing, brighter and brighter, creating a blinding green light. 
Uh-oh
Rebeca barely had time to think before the glassy shell split in half 
with a resounding crack, and a small, green creature appeared; a baby 
dragon. She had to resist the urge to shout out. The baby Luxemburg 
Longsnout  was a smooth, green creature with narrowed, shiny yellow 
and black eyes. A trail of wet, fluorescent spikes wound its way along 
the Longsnout’s back, leading to a pair of webby wings. The Longsnout 
let out a screech so high-pitched, Rebeca could barely hear it. 
 It was hungry.
The Longsnout streaked along the dresser and leapt off, sailing through 
the air in a wet, green blur to the floor. It screeched a war cry and 
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bounded toward Rebeca’s closet.
“No!” She cried, losing all fear of not leaving her bed. Rebeca ran to her 
desk where she found the envelope just where she left it. Praying it was 
there, she groped around wildly inside it, and found a hot, pulsing can 
that read: Everard’s Emerfyre Balls. 
“Here!” Rebeca yelled, throwing the can at the Longsnout. It screeched 
again, but when it saw food, the Longsnout began to tear at the metal 
binding it. Gasping, Rebeca emptied the envelope of Emerfyre cans 
onto her desk. Suddenly, she heard a hissing sound. 

Oh no
The baby Longsnout had finally managed to break open the can, and 
now, the flaming green ball of Emerfyre was burning a black hole into 
the carpet. Rebeca was about to make a mad dash to the bathroom 
for water, when the Longsnout opened its mouth and swallowed the 
Emerfyre whole. Rebeca breathed a sigh of relief. 
“Hey,” she told the baby dragon, “Let’s try a different method of feeding, 
huh?”

       Dragon Life
Rebeca lived in a house where people ignored all things odd. She also 
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lived in a neighborhood where people saw odd things as hallucina-
tions. So when Rebeca asked her father about what he thought of 
housing a dragon, all he said was, “Whatever you want, dear.” Over the 
next few days, her parents took no notice of the strange, high-pitched 
sounds coming from Rebeca’s bedroom, and how the hallway began 
to always smell of smoke and smoldering objects. When Rebeca got 
sick of putting out fires, she threw the dragon out onto the lawn, and 
neighbors ignored the Longsnout. After a few weeks, Rebeca figured 
out that the Longsnout was indeed a male, and she called him El. Her 
new method of feeding El, was plopping him in a bathtub full of water 
and serving the Emerfyre on some moldy floaty toys she had found in 
the garage. By the time the toys became shriveled, black remains, El 
was old enough to feed on regular fire. 
“Mom?” Rebeca called down the stairs before descending to the first 
floor.
“Yes honey?” Mrs. Goodson was yet again, immersed in a magazine. 
Can I bring El down to feed on our fireplace?” 
“Whatever you like, honey….and do get my new issue from the office 
will you? There’s important information about the ministry in there….
well, well..terrorists in the streets you say? What bad luck….” Mrs. 
Goodson furrowed her brow as she read along new lines. 
Somehow, Mrs. Goodson still seemed to not have realized that there 
was an adult dragon in her house. She ignored the hissing sounds of El 
slurping up the flames, and even when his spiked tail managed to graze 
her exposed knee, she airily said, “ Rebeca, do get the first aid kit, I’ve 
scraped my knee up a bit.”
After feeding on fire for many days, El spewed out his first stream of 
fire. A jet of green fire erupted from his snout, and left an angry black 
burn on the wall. It was even more exciting when he managed to 
breathe out a few emeralds, which Rebeca immediately collected and 
dropped in a jar on her bedside table. The more El grew, the more the 
emeralds piled up. Soon, Rebeca realized the instructions were right. 
El grew longer instead of bigger and taller. 
“Dad,” she tapped on her father’s study door, “Can I ask you some-
thing?” The study door swung open revealing a very distracted Mr. 
Goodson. He was muttering under his breath as he scribbled on his 
notepad.
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“Yes, yes what is it?” He chewed on his moustache and continued to 
add up sums.
“Can I use the den? El’s getting longer and can’t fit in my bedroom any-
more.” 
“”Course, course, use it up. Whoever Bell is...ah..no, dang taxes! What’s 
up with the government now?” Mr. Goodson angrily walked back to 
his desk and Rebeca caught a few swear words in his constant stream of 
mutterings. So El was moved to the den where he broke it in quite well 
by managing to scorch the oriental carpet into black dust. 
           
  Bored Dragon Blues
Rebeca’s jar of emeralds became more jars of emeralds. Deciding it was 
unsafe to have green jewels lying around, she found her mother, who 
had switched from ministry papers to gown design catalogs.
“Mom?” she tapped her mother on the shoulder.
“Mmm?” Mrs. Goodson murmured.
“I need to deposit a few emeralds into the bank, can you help me with 
an account?”
“Of course, but hold on a moment will you? That’s a dear. See..I think 
this A-line is a bit peaky, don’t you? A sweetheart gown would be sim-
ply lovely for the party, but what a color! Do you think a silver sheath 
dress would be alright? Do help me choose, dearie….” 
In the end, after making the executive decision for a periwinkle-blue 
mermaid dress, Rebeca was finally able to make the deposit. Mean-
while, El was getting bored. He was curled up in his charred, black 
den, snorting fire and sucking on an electrical wire. El wished he could 
unleash the famous Luxemburg Longsnout Firewall, a massive wave 
of green fire made of the most magical fire-breathing substances. El’s 
history went way back in medieval times where daring knights would 
collect these certain extracts and bring them to witches, who would 
create the most powerful concoctions ever known to man. The L.L.F 
was also injected into wizards’ wands, which channeled the invincible 
curses. El sighed emitting another spurt of fire, this time, a half-hearted 
spray of green sparks. 
Maybe, just maybe, he’d get a chance to breathe the greatest firewall of 
history….
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      Dragon’s Toll

Mrs. Goodson just loved compliments. All the ladies at the dinner party 
were fawning over her mermaid dress, as they inspected her flowing 
train and petal-like sleeves. When dinner was served, Mrs. Goodson 
took extra care to eat daintily, so that not one drop of wine or crumb 
stained her dress. After the feast ended. Guests piled out into the gar-
den, perfumed with honeysuckle and magnolia blossoms, where the 
host began to tell tall tales of his daring deeds. Meanwhile, at home, 
Rebeca had other matters at hand. El was snorting and stamping, letting 
out countless bursts of flame. 
“Beca!” Mr. Goodson called from the second floor, “If you’re watching 
a horror movie, do keep it down! I’m trying to deal with a customer on 
the phone, and I have to sell these hammers by Monday!” He lapsed 
into apologies to the customer on the other end of the line; (“I’m very 
sorry, bit of a disruption caused by a few fallen hammers-not to worry, 
not to worry….”) and shut the study door. 
“Did you hear that?” Rebeca hissed, “Please keep it down El! Why are 
you acting like this anyway?” El coughed out an emerald and rumbled 
loudly. 
“Treat?” Rebeca asked weakly, holding up a can of  Emerson’s Adult 
Emerfyre Rings. El looked at her with disdain, and snorted. 
“C’mon,” Rebeca said finally, “We’re going outside.” She managed to 
squeeze El into the front yard where he bellowed loudly and set fire to 
a willow. Unfortunately, Mr. Goodson came out a few minutes later, to 
retrieve something from the car. He glanced at El, and for the first time, 
he seemed to register something.

“REBECA!” He suddenly thundered, “What in the name of-” But before 
he could finish his sentence, El drew himself up to his full height, and 
the unthinkable happened. His stomach began to swell, bigger, and big-
ger, and a blinding light not unlike the one Rebeca had witnessed when 
he was hatched, lit up the yard. Then, with a ear-breaking, thunderous 
roar, El opened his mouth, and slowly began to breathe out. At first, El 
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               BUILD. 
Mr. Goodson and Rebeca faced a full, fledged, rumbling, shield of 
intimidating emerald fire. The flames rose and crashed down, spray-
ing hot emeralds onto the lawn.  Harsh light surrounded the firewall, 
causing Rebeca and her father to scrunch up their eyes. The Luxemburg 
Longsnout Firewall roared so powerfully, that the ground shook, the 
houses shook, and Rebeca and Mr. Goodson were thrown off their feet. 
Heads appeared out of neighboring windows and a few screams were 
unable to be heard over the din. El rose up, flapping his wings, unleash-
ing a powerful wind onto the earth. 
Far, far away, a tittering Mrs. Goodson waved goodbye to her partying 
friends and got into the car. She drove happily along, smoothing her 
dress every so often, and glancing at a copy of the People’s magazine. 
Unaware, she turned onto her street, oblivious to the mighty wind and 
rumbling of the earth. 
Better get home, Mrs. Goodson thought, must be a storm coming. 
With her eyes glued to her magazine, Mrs. Goodson walked onto her 
driveway, smiling slightly. She was just about to walk to the porch when 
she heard a voice.
“MOM! WHAT. ARE. YOU. THINKING? DON’T WALK THERE!!!” 
Rebeca bellowed. 
“What is it sweetie?” Mrs. Goodson asked kindly, turning around, and 
then she noticed how Rebeca’s face was illuminated in a green glow.
“Feeling a tad bit sick, aren’t you dear?” She patted her daughter on the 
shoulder, “Need the toilet?” 

had only created a flickering line of fire, but slowly it began to build, 
and build, and 

Build, and

 Build, and
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“NO!” Rebeca yelled, “WILL YOU JUST LOOK BEHIND YOU?!” 
“Alright, alright dear, but certainly, you know there’s a storm coming 
right, honey? We must get inside.” She smiled at her daughter. 
“IT. ISN’T. A. STORM.” Rebeca, whirled her mother around so that she 
faced the house. Mrs. Goodson took in the sights of fire, screaming, 
and a tall, green creature.
“Oh,” she said amiably, with a note of mild surprise, “It’s a dragon!” 

  The End
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Guest Article by Diego!

 Many people all around the world have little to no advantages 
over staying alive and fitting in. A lot of the times people do not have 
homes to stay in at night when the weather gets chilly, and the animals 
really start causing trouble. Another problem with this sort of people is 
that sometimes they might not have enough money to purchase food. 
To help out this kind of people without going one by one causing as 
much help as you can, you may want to consider giving to a local charity.                                                                                                                                         
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What would we be without our bees?
By: Julia C.

 When we hear the word bees, we all think of a sting-
ing, black and yellow pest, but bees are play a very vital 
role in our society.  Honey bees – wild and domestic – per-
form about 80 percent of all pollination worldwide. A single 
bee colony can pollinate 300 million flowers each day. Sev-
enty out of the top one hundred human food crops, which 
supply about 90 percent of the world’s nutrition, are also 
pollinated by bees. This means many key fruits and vegeta-
bles, together with some crops used as fodder in meat and 
dairy production would be badly affected by a decline in 
bees. 

 Today our bees are have been under serious pres-
sure from a mysterious problem: Colony Collapse Disorder 
(CCD), which is a syndrome defined by a colony with no 
adult bees or dead bee bodies but with a live queen and 
usually honey and immature bees still present. Scientists 
are not certain about what exactly is causing it, but they 
know that pesticides, drought, habitat destruction, nutrition 
deficit, air pollution, and global heating are factors in their 
disappearance. 

 The two most prominent causes appear to be pesti-
cides and habitat loss. Biologists have found more than 150 
different chemical residues in bee pollen creating a dead-
ly “pesticide cocktail”, but chemical companies refuse to 
change the pesticide policies. After all, selling poisons to the 
world’s farmers is very profitable. Furthermore, wild bee 
habitat shrinks every year as industrial agricultural busi-
nesses convert grasslands and forest into farms, which are 
then contaminated with pesticides. To reverse the world 
bees decline, we need to fix our dysfunctional and destruc-
tive agricultural system.
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There is a solution: we should ban the seven most dangerous 
pesticides, preserve their wild habitat, and restore ecological 
agriculture. In Europe, the annual honey bee death rates have 
slowed, thanks to their adoption of a two-year ban on the 
four different deadly pesticides. Meanwhile, the US still sup-
ports the corporations that produce and market the deadly 
pesticides. The Honey Bee Health Coalition is organization 
formed in the US, which includes 30 different organizations 
that strive to protect the health of our honey bees. As Bill 
Kuckuck, the executive vice president for CropLife America 
states, “We have representatives from throughout the food 
chain from “seed to mouth” and we’re working with them to 
reach people they can engage in solving the problems, from 
individual beekeepers to small farmers to large agricultural 
companies to consumers.”

 As you can see, US is making and effort, but they your help. 
As US citizens we should all strive to put an end to the pesti-
cides that are killing the bees. As well as stopping the destruc-
tion of their natural habitat. The next time you see a bee, 
remember….that a third of our food crops are pollinated by 
bees and other insects. We need bees. Save them. Save the 
agriculture. Now, before it’s too late.

http://bees-decline.org/
http://www.greenpeace.org/usa/en/campaigns/genetic-engineering/Bees-in-Crisis/
http://www.ars.usda.gov/News/docs.htm?docid=15572
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/dorit-sasson/how-the-honey-bee-health-_b_6203674.
html
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    ROBERT PATTINSON

by: Azeya

Robert Pattinson is an English actor, model, musician and produc-
er. He was born May 13, 1986. He is now 29 years old and still looks 
very young looking.  He started his film career by playing Cedric 
Diggory in Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire, a 2005 fantasy film. 
He later got the leading role of Edward Cullen in the Twilight series, 
which consisted of five films between 2008 and 2012. They made 
over $3.3 billion in worldwide receipts.  The Twilight series brought 
Robert Pattinson worldwide fame, and established him among the 
highest paid and most bankable actors in Hollywood.

In 2008, Pattinson became romantically linked to his co-star Kristen 
Stewart. For a long time, the two did not explicitly confirm a rela-
tionship, but paparazzi photographs and eyewitness accounts drove 
intense media and fan speculation and attention. Robert Pattinson 
has received Best Actor award at Strasbourg Film Festival for his 
performance in How to Be (2009).
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Cute Animals
by Natalie
On Google Images, if you search up cute animals, a bunch 
of adorable animals are going to appear right in front of 
your eyes. 
For  me, this is the 1st best/cutest picture from the whole 
page. 
http://wallmage.com/wp-content/up-
loads/2015/05/1200.jpg 

2nd best: 
http://www.shughal.
com/wp-content/up-
loads/2015/04/mouse.jpg 

3rd best:
http://maxcdn.thedesig-
ninspiration.com/wp-con-
tent/uploads/2011/10/
Cute-Animal-001.jpg
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Crazy Crossword

by Anthony

Across
  1. Describes a practically boundless appetite
  6. Last word of the Schoolhouse Rock adverb song
Down
  2. To lay one image over another
  3. Strenuous, taxing
  4. I regret that I have but one ____ to give for my country.
  5. The person who spoke the famous words “Give me liberty or     
give me death!” (FirstnameLastname)
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The MERS outbreak
by Jeffrey

 The year is 2012. The weather is blazing hot and humid on the 
Arabian Peninsula. This Peninsula is the location where a new disease, 
MERS-CoV, is discovered. First, there was only one case. Doctor Ali 
Mohammed Zaki, an Egyptian Virologist, isolated and identified the 

previously unknown corona virus from a man claiming something was 
wrong with his lungs. Since doctor Zaki has found the virus, Many dis-

ease centers have already begun to monitor it. 
 This disease has a potential to be more dangerous than Ebola, 

most people who get the virus are often destined to die, but the worst 
part is, the disease is airborn, meaning it can be carried and spread as 
easily as the common cold. MERS-CoV stands for Middle Eastern Re-

spiratory Syndrome Corona Virus. 
 A corona virus is a type of virus that causes infection, typically 

in the nose, sinus, or upper throat. MERS however, effects the lungs, 
and is already killed 100 people In the small amount of time it’s been 

discovered. So what exactly is MERS-CoV? No one knows for sure. But 
here are some ways to help against the spread of the disease. 
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Feminism! 
A Guest Article by Sienna
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               The Islamic State

       By Ashwin

What is the Islamic State and what do they want? The 
Islamic State or IS is a jihadist group that is intent on 
forming an Islamic caliphate as well as world domina-
tion. The Islamic State has control of parts of Iraq and 
Syria as well as limited control of Algeria, Tunisia, Egypt, 
Afghanistan, Nigeria, Yemen, and Libya. There have 
been several beheading incidents that IS has done which 
include IS beheading foreign journalists. IS has massa-
cred non-Sunni civilians as well as captured POWs. But 
first, how did the Islamic State form?
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IS was a radical group that was formed in 1999 by a 
Jordanian radical Abu Musab al-Zarqawi as Jamāat al-
Tawhīd wa-al-Jihad or The Organisation of Monothe-
ism and Jihad. Later in 2004, the group swore loyalty 
to Osama Bin Laden and in 2006, al-Zarqawi died. In 
2007, Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi became leader. He pro-
claimed a caliphate in 2014 and later, IS took parts of 
Iraq and Syria by storm. IS has destroyed many build-
ings such as Shiite mosques, churches, synagogues, 
and ancient ruins. The IS has destroyed many artifacts 
that belong to the Mesopotamian and Palmyrene cul-
tures.

Many world leaders have denounced the Islamic State. 
US president Barack Obama has called IS an extremist 
group and a successor to Al-Qaeda. About 60 coun-
tries is at war with the Islamic State.
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Police Brutality
 There have been many brutal police attacks in the world for example, 
Robert Davis an elementary teacher was arrested and badly beaten 
by four police officers.  Another brutal beating from a police officer is 
what happened to 26-year old Frank Jude.  Frank Jude was viciously 
beaten by several police officers as he was leaving a party.  The group 
of police officers attacked Jude and all his friends.  Lovell Harris 
accused them of stealing the officer’s wallets that contained their badges.  
Harris’ face was cut by a knife in this attack.  If you were in this sit-
uation were angry police officers were trying to beat the living day light 
out of you then you should run for your life.  I am trying to stop police 
brutality because I think that it is not fair to beat someone without any 
evidence showing that they even did the crime because it isn’t fair if they 
randomly beat somebody with no evidence showing that he even did like 
the police officers just beat Robert Davis and he was just in front of 
a store getting cigarettes.  We can stop this by not doing any criminal 
activity or by not intimidating a police officer. 
Written by Aidan    

 



47

   
   
  

So, if citizens are in this drought, how can they help out? Well, the 
most obvious solution is to conserve as much water as possible. Here 
are a few tips:
1.)  Take shorter showers, no matter how hot the climate is.
2.)   Save the water for testing temperatures before showering.
3.)  Don’t let the water run off your lawn, or don’t water you lawn 
at all. Yellow is the new green.
4.)  Use recycled water for fountains.
5.)  Stop leaks right away.
6.)  Only launder with full loads.
7.)  Put drought resistant plants in your garden.
8.)  Don’t let the water run while washing the dishes.
9.)  Save the water from washing dishes for watering plants.
10.) Conserve, conserve, conserve!!!

  California is in the worst drought for 1,200 years. What to do?  
Two words: Save water. Groundwater is depleting, precipitation is 
rare, and citizens have one year of water left. Conserve now.
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California only has about one year of water left. Water is dimin   ishing. 
The water is falling below average in every reservoir imaginable.  Pre-
cipitation is now rare, and the state is depending on groundwater. Now 
groundwater is also depleting rapidly.                                                                                                                          

        It’s dry, it’s hot, it’s cracked, and brown. It’s California’s drought.  What was 
once flowing with water and rain is now baked, yellow land. How severe is 
this drought? Is the state going to run out of water? How can citizens conserve 
water? Questions pour out of peoples’ minds like the nonexistent water cities 
are craving for. Want answers? Read on. 
 

California is in an exceptional drought. The drought started around the year 
2014. Mountains began to lose water during that time, and since California 
depended on the Sierra Nevada for more than sixty percent of their water, the 
drought officially began. The drought started as abnormally dry, and slowly 
spread over California, turning from a newly moderate drought to extreme 
drought, and finally, an exceptional drought.  California has very little water 
left. 
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Why Unicorns Are So Awesome
By Zach
 Unicorns are the best animal in the world. Unicorns are 
very fluffy and soft. They will make you happy and have a good 
night sleep. They are also magical, and could grant you any 
wish that you could think of. Also they are sparkly and majes-
tic.  They can help you achieve your dreams and they can fly. 
Even though they don’t have wings, they can fly and everything 
that flies is awesome, making it unicorns better. You could 
also get around so much faster than a car and look swaggy at 
the same time. Next, they come in a variety of colors such as 
pink, purple, white, rainbow, and many more. They are also 
there when times are rough and you need someone to talk to. 
Next, they can walk on clouds all day which makes them gods. 
They will always be with you no matter what happens. Next, 
unicorns create rainbows everywhere go and spread happiness 
throughout the land. Lastly, their tears are magical and, they 
are better than a horse, because unicorns have horns and hors-
es don’t.  
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If bowling pins could talk!?!
One day, soon after Bowlmor Lanes opened, Bob the bowling 
pin started freaking out. Joe quietly went up to Bob and said, 
“What’s wrong, Bob?” Bob looked at Joe, straight in the eye, and 
said, “I’M GOING ON THE LANE FOR THE FIRST TIME WITH ALL 
THE OTHER NEW BOWLING PINS, AND I’M GOING TO BE THE FIRST 
PIN!!!!!!” Bob sighed loudly, tired from screaming his problem. 
Calmly, Joe replied, “Bob, we have all been in this situation, and 
trust me, when you get slammed by that big old bowling ball, 
you are going to love it.” “S-s-s-s-slammed? AAAAHHHHHHHH-
HHHH!!!!!!!!!!” And as Bob started to roll away, he was picked up, 
and next thing he knew, he was on the bowling lane. All he could 
spit out was, “Help.”
Bob whimpered and shook as he waited for his doom. Then he 
turned around when he heard someone say, “Don’t worry. I’m 
scared too.” It was Billy. Bob whispered, “Wanna scream togeth-
er?” Billy nervously nodded. Then Bob turned forward and saw 
the bowling ball being rolled towards them. He could almost 
hear a voice saying, “You’re going to die! Muwahahahaha!!” He 
started screaming, HELP!!!AHHHHHHHHHHHHHH!” He closed his 
eyes, waiting for his death to approach. 
Bob slowly opened his eyes, to find that he was in his little case, 
safe and sound. He looked at himself top to bottom, and was 
surprised that he wasn’t injured what so ever. He jumped out 
of his case and rolled around trying to find Joe. As soon as he 
found him, Bob banged into him saying, “That was the greatest 
experience ever!!!!! I did not even feel the hit from the bowling 
ball. I’m so happy.”

“BEING A BOWLING PIN IS THE GREATEST THING EVER!”
By: Chetna




